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Mothers Society of Minidoka



MOTHERS SOCIETY OF MINIDOKA

Full Text of the Letter from the Mothers Sociefy of Minidoka sent to President
Roosevelt, Eleanor Roosevelt, War Department:

Hunt, Idaho
February 20, 1944

President Franklin D. Roosevelt
Executive Mansion
Washington, D.C.

Dear President Roosevelt,

Please allow us to present another earnest petition in regards to the reclassification of
American citizens of Japanese ancestry. We, the parents of citizens of Japanese ancestry, longed for
America, land of the free and equal, left behind our familiar birthplace, and came a great distance to
this country. And in this land of strange language and customs, struggling against innumerable
obstacles, we attempted to gain a secure means of living. In time with grace of God out children were

born in this country, and we brought them up as splendid American citizens, who could not be
pointed to with pride.

They in turn did not disappoint us in hope and grew up to be American citizens no less loyal
than any other American, This, we believe, is demonstrated by the lack of law-breakers among them
and the fact that a considerable number of them volunteered for the Armed Forces at the time
conscription was ordered. When [war] broke out, unfortunately, between America and Japan, each
time a Nisei draftee or bolunteer [sic] left for the Army all of his relatives and friends encouraged and
spurred him on and sent him off.

This fact, we believe, shows the stand of Nisei citizens and their parénts toward the war.
However, on the Pacific Coast with the so-called ‘military necessity * as reason the foundation of our
life, the fruit of several decades of toil and suffering, was completely overturned; and first generation

aliens and even Nisei—who are American citizens—were forced to lead a life within barbed-wire
fences.

This treatment that they received was far worse than that accorded to German and Italian
enemy aliens. About the time of evacuation from the coast, their draft classification was changed to 4-
C. They were considered enemy aliens. The blow to their spirit, they suffered at this time, was
something that we could hardly bear to witness.



Again, Lt. General DeWitt, Commanding Officer of the Western Defense Command, proclaimed
in reference to them that “a Jap’s a Jap”: and, using a baseless and vague argument, accused Niseis of
being spies and saboteurs, thus adding fuel to the anti-Nisei feeling among the people on the Coast.
However, to this day, two and half years since the outbreak of the war, not a single case of sabotage
by a Nisei has occurred on the Pacific Coast or even in Hawaii. But unfortunately the American public
does not listen to the truth, and it seems that the discrimination against them is becoming even more
intense. Even today, although they are American citizens, Niseis— soldiers—are not allowed free
travel through the Coast.

Even Japanese war veterans who risked their lives for the United States and participated in
World War I are interned in relocation centers. Since they have begun to feel deep down inside of
them that these restrictions of freedom directed at American citizens of Japanese ancestry could not
be understood as merely for the purpose of protection; we, their mothers, advised them that, this
being war time, they should submit to military orders, and endure whatever place they are given.

Among them were some who, desiring to improve the present discriminatory condition of
citizens of Japanese ancestry requested the modification of the Selective Service regulations, or took it
upon themselves to volunteer for the Armed Forces and to attempt to show their real spirits.

However, they took received discriminatory treatment, even within the military camps; and,
contemplating the course to be followed by their juniors, they are in a state of constant anguish.

We understand that the purpose for which the United States is allowing tremendous sacrifices
in fighting the war today is to establish ‘freedom and equality’ throughout the world. When they, the
Nisei, consider the purpose of this war and then think about the treatment they are receiving at
present, they discover the existence of a great paradox. They are dejected and now have lost their
firm, unshakeable faith and spirit. To think of sending them in this condition to the front, we as
mothers considering the past and the future feel an extreme and unbearable anguish.

Our loving and judicious.Mrs. Roosevelt,

Please, from the standpoint of love for humanity, understand the feeling for the small number
of suffering mothers, and advice us on the course that we should take. In this connection, we would
like to have you to please consider the suspension of the drafting of citizens of Japanese ancestry
until they regain the confidence that they can demonstrate their loyalty to the United States from the
bottom of their hearts as formerly and we earnestly petition to be granted gracious words of advice
and humbly await a reply from you.

Very respectfully yours,
Mothers Society

Sources: Relocating Authority: Japanese Americans Writing to Redress Mass Incarceration, by Mira Shimabukuro -
University Press of Colorado (2015) Appendix C: Revision of letter from the Mother’s Society of Minidoka sent to
authorities. “Reply to Mrs. Tanagi and the Mothers Society of Minidoka, March 4, 1944.” Collection of Sharon Tanagi
Aburano. http://www.discovernikkei.org/en/journal/2016/6/9/resistance-capital/ '




Heart Mountain Fair Play Committee



HEART MOUNTAIN FAIR PLAY COMMITTEE STATEMENT
March 1, 1944 - “one for all — all for one”

“No person shall be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law, nor

private property be taken for public use without just compensation.” —Article V of the U.S.
Bill of Rights.

“Neither slavery nor involuntary serwtude except as punishment for crime whereof the party
shall have been duly convicted, shall exist within the United States, or any place subject to
their jurisdiction.” —Article XIII of the U.S. Bill of Rights.

We members of the FPC are not afraid to go to war — we are not afraid to risk our lives
for our country. We would gladly sacrifice our lives to protect and uphold the principles and
ideals of our country as set forth in the Constitution and Bill of Rights, for on its
inviolability depends the freedom, liberty, justice and protection of all people including

Japanese —Americans and all other minority groups. But have we been given such freedom,
such liberty, such justice, such protection? NO!!

Without any hearings, without due process of law as guaranteed by the Constitution
and Bill of Rights, without any charges filed against us, without any evidence of wrongdoing
on our part, one hundred and ten thousand innocent people were kicked out of their homes,
literally uprooted from where they have lived for the greater part of their life, and herded
like dangerous criminals into concentration camps with barb wire fence and military police
guarding it...

The FPC believes that unless such actions are opposed NOW, and steps taken to

remedy such injustices and discriminations IMMEDIATELY, the future of all minorities and
‘the future of this democratic nation is in danger.

We are not bemg disloyal. We are not evading the draft. We are all onal Americans
fighting for JUSTICE AND DEMOCRACY RIGHT HERE AT HOME.

Therefore, WE MEMBERS OF THE FAIR PLAY COMMITTEE HEREBY REFUSE TO GO TO THE

PHYSICAL EXAMINATION OR TO THE INDUCTION IF OR WHEN WE ARE CALLED IN ORDER TO
CONTEST THE ISSUE.

Among the one thousand odd members of the Fair Play Committee, there are Nisei
men over the draft age and Nisei girls who are not directly affected by the present Selective
~ Service program, but who believe in the ideals and principles of our country, therefore are
helping the FPC in our fight against injustice and discriminations...

Full text: Bulletin #3, https://cdm16855.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p16855coll4/id/9185
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Amache Community Council



11-Point Petition by the Amache Community Council
February 22, 1944

First local official press release forwarded to WRA National Director Dillon S. Meyer

The draft age evacuee Americans of Japanese ancestry have been and are responding to the
call of the government to accept military service and civilian responsibilities in the war effort.

As is known to all of us the evacuees suffered severe economic losses and hardships and
~ they are faced with numerous problems both present and future, as a direct consequence of
evacuation. There is, as a result, a deep and general concern among the residents of the center as

to the firture security and welfare of the dependents and relatives of the Americans of Japanese
ancestry being called into service.

We believe however, that the rights and privileges of citizenship should, in all justice, be
combined with the duties and obligations of citizenship. Therefore and pursuant to widespread
appeal made by citizen residents of the community, we, the Amache Community Council hereby
submit the following requests which they have asked us to forward:

1.  That equal opportunity for service and advancement in all branches of the Armed Forces
and Services be offered and opened to Japanese American draftees solely on the basis of
individual merit and qualification.

2. That Japanese American servicemen who are called to the colors hereafter be co-mingled.
with citizens of other racial extractions and not be assigned to segregated units.

3.  That evacuees right to travel and live wherever he chooses and within the 48 states and

territories of the United States, on the very same basis as any other American citizen or resident,
be restored without delay.

4.  That all evacuees be accorded all the rights and privileges which the constitution of the
United States gives them.

5. That any resettlement policy of evacuees still remaining in the centers be coupled with
adequate government protection and the economic means to start life anew.

(over)



6.  That clarification be made regarding the voting and residenceship status of Japanese
Americans who become of age in the centers.

7. That the right to become naturalized citizens of the United States be extended to the alien
Japanese.

8.  That pending complete resettlement, relocation centers be preserved and evacuees
remaining therein be accorded treatment befitting loyal Americans and law-abiding residents, and
that adequate wages be paid them scaled according to U.S. Army standards.

9.  That immediate and more vigorous effort be made by the United States Government
towards enlightening the misinformed American public with truth regarding the Japanese in
America, and that the factual difference between the people of Japanese extraction who are loyal

citizens and law-abiding residents of this country and the Japanese people in Japan be clearly
presented.

10.  That students of Japanese ancestry be freely admitted to all the schools on the same basis
with students of any other racial extraction.

11.  That the United States Government establish adequate precautibnary measures so that the
sad experiences of evacuation will never again be repeated with the Japanese or with any other
group because of race, color or creed.

These requests are made to you insofar as they fall within your jurisdiction.
Since we feel keenly that democracy is the ideal way of life, we are making these requests on
behalf of every American in the hope that our democracy may be made more perfect for the
benefit of everyone.

Respectfully yours,

Community Council Grenada Relocation Center
Amache, Colorado

Sources: Grenada Pioneer camp newspaper Vol. I, No. 37, March 11, 1944
https://www.loc.gov/resource/sn83025522/1944-03-11/ed-
1/?sp=1&r=0.128,0.518,1.329,0.817,0
http://ddr.densho.org/ddr-densho-147-147/




George Fujii / Voices of Nisei, Poston



STATEMENT WRITTEN BY GEORGE FUJII REGARDING THE DRAFT
FEBRUARY 6, 1944 — POSTON, AZ |

TO THE GENTLEMEN OF 17 YEARS TO 38 YEARS OF AGE

As you know fellow Americans, at last they did recognize and realize
that we are Americans. We are going to be drafted soon, just like an
American outside enjoying the freedom and liberty. But, don’t you
think they should reconsider the steps that they had taken? As we
believe that Mr. Roosevelt’s speech at the Congress was not merely an
excuse to draft us to soldier’s and die in vain, we are demanding the
following as an American Citizen:

(1) Personal apology from Gen. DeWitt regarding his statement “Jap
is Jap” and be expelled from his office. We also want apology

from Mayor Bowron and Gov. Warren, and American Legion of
Cal.

(2) Freedom, Rights and Privileges should not be denied in California,
militarily, economically, and politically.

(3) Open the barb-wire and withdraw the Guard-duty of M.P.

(4) Such signs as “No Jap,” “You Rat,” “No Orientals or Colored
admitted” and etc. which were familiar in California, must be
taken down throughout the U.S.A.

(5) .No discrimination upon the Japanese securing occupations.

(6) Every opportunity must be given to the Japanese soldier for
advancement in the Air Corps, in the Army, and in the Marine
Corps. |

(7) Japanese soldier must be mixed with other Caucasian soldier to
fight side by side. ~~VOICE OF NISEI



MORE INFORMATION ABOUT GEORGE FUJII:

“Fujii was a soft-spoken, well-liked man who strongly opposed the
eviction and incarceration of the Nikkei but who had nonetheless
held a number of elective leadership positions while at Poston and
who generally worked constructively with both his fellow internees
and the administration. The draft, however, seems to have pushed Fujii
beyond his limits, and he decided to speak out about it. He wrote the . . .

statement, which was mimeographed and posted throughout camp on
February 6, 1944.”

Fujii was arrested by the FBI and charged with sedition for these
statements. Overwhelming support was also soon forthcoming for
George Fujii, who was in jail in Phoenix. A committee was formed about
a week after Fujii’s arrest to raise money for his defense. Eventually, 954
out of about 1,900 draft-age men signed a petition in support of Fujii. He

‘even had the support of the Poston camp administration. Fujii was later
acquitted by the court.

Source: “A PENNY FOR THEIR THOUGHTS: DRAFT RESISTANCE AT THE
POSTON RELOCATION CENTER” - article by ERIC L.MULLER available online at:
https://scholarship.law.duke.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1354&context=lcp




All Center Conference

(signed by delegates from Gila River, Grenada, Minidoka,

Heart Mountain, Poston, Rohwer and Topaz)



February 24, 1945

 Mr. Dillon 8. Myer, National Director
~ UWar Relocation Authority
-Lashmngt@n, D. C,

Dear lr. liyer:

~ Te ofzJapanese ancestry r951d1ng within these United States
~ feel that the people of this country, generally, have ac-
cepted us on the strength of our record as law-abiding re-
sidents during the past fifty and more years. We have en-
-gaged in farming, commerce, fmshlng, industry, etec., as
. oysraters and laborers, and so had established solid found-
~ ations _ﬂ this country. :

= '«outuraaﬁ of hostilities between the United States-and

Japan in 1941, was followed, in 1942, by the War Department!s
rder that all of us who vEQ1deu within the West Coast area,
inclusive of American citizens as well as Japanese nationals,
be forecibly evacuated, We suffered extreme shock and mental’

~anguish, as well as substantial material losses. The found-
~ ations we had created by years of toil were almost completely
 wiped away, Ve have existed these past almost three years
“"ithlﬁ the confines of barbed wire fences, within camps lo-
:gcated in desert w:léarness.

= Gn Becenber 17} 1944, the Vestern Defense Command annmunced

fvﬁhe rescinding of the oxclusion order. At the some time the
VWar Relocation Authority annocunced thut all our camps would
;bc c¢losed by not later than Januery 2, 1946,

qurvevs of general opinion among center residents as a result
0f the forevslng &ual unnounoements disclosed the fact that
due to thelr present economic stotus, their fear of violence
and 0150f1m1n?t10n on the outside, @tc¢, the muzorlty werc
‘not in = position to moks “1;ns blt;_ don oy Ffor
return to their former wost coast; under present
-eonditions ond under cu,ﬁantly vailable f;ellltles end ossist-
ance provided by the WRA ond otherﬁw encics.

4s a natural cansequenee, this, the 411 Center Conf@ronee,
wos decid upon. Delegates representing seven relocation
centers met from Februory 16 to ﬁebvu“r; 24, 1945; Mt cﬁlt
Lake City. After serious

rfeSEoﬁSlellty to do our”utmcst ;or tne best We fa
people, we now wmake the fervent appenl that the | :
be kept open for the duration of war ond for some time thore-
Mft@r as may be ﬁe“éedg and, furthof, bc operated with o view




to providing residents with necessities, foeilities cnd ser-~
vices on &t least on equil level os in the past,

‘We, hereinunder submit = stotement of facts ond recommendd-
‘tions with the reguest that you will zecord them your full
ond sympothetic consideration.

Respectfully submitted,

#%

S
//?//yzgfax.ﬂxgx

ﬁ&MsMru Nerechors; THfirmen
ALL CENTER GOHFBBENCE

Approved:

/s/ H. Nishimurs
Delegote for Gile Project

/s/. B, Kowsshiri
Delegote for Graonoda Project

/s[‘ G, Mihora P
Delegante for Minidoke Project

/s/ M, Hoyashids Lo
Delegate for Hesrt hount in Project

/s/ _G. Kotow _ i
Delegate for Poston Progact :

/s/ €. Fujino .
Delegote for Rohwer Pwagect

fal 1. SﬁglVﬁm“
Delegwta ior Topez Project

Copy: Horold Ickes, Secretary of Interior
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STATEMENT OF FACTS

Mental suffering hes been coused by the forced moss cvea-
cuation,

CE3

here has been an almost complete destruction of finan-
cial foundations built during over holf = century.

Especiclly for the duration, the war has created fears
of prejudices,*pers&Qution, cte., alsoc fears of physical
viclence and fears of demage to property.

Hony Issei {average age is between 60 ond 65) were de-

these sons ore serving in the United Stotes Armed Forces.
NOW’th@SQ.Issai.ar@-relucﬁ;nt to consider relocotion.,

pending upon their sons for assistonce ond support, but

Residents feel inseccure and cpprehensive towarés~th@
many chonges ond modifications of W.R.4A. policies.

The residents have prepared to remain for the duration
because of mony Sﬁaﬁémentsara@evby‘the W.ReAe thot re-
location centers will be meint-ined for the durction of
the wor., '

S

M&ny»resi@emts were foreed to dispose of their personsl
and reol properties, business and agricultural equip-

‘ment, ete., at a mere trifle of their cost; 2lso drew
leases for the "durction”, hence hove nothing to return

to.

Practi@glly‘gvgmy;ﬁudﬁhist,Qriestris novw excluded from
the West Coast. Buddhism hos o substantxcl,fcllﬁwing,
and the members obviously prefer to remoin where the re-
ligion centers.

There is on acute shortege of housing, which is obviously

2 basie need in resettlement. The residents fear that
adeguate housing 1s not ovaeilable,

Meny persons of Japonese zncestry hove difficulty in ob-
teining dnsurcnce covercge on life, cgainst five, on
automoblies, on property, cte.




RECOUMENDATIONS

récommends

1. That special governmontol cgencics or units be es-

tw@llShpL solcely for provi ssist nece to ovacu-
ees who might require Tunds in Leastcbllshlnb then~
C’ulV”& » .

~. Resettloment aid (grants).

e Loonis.

2. That the srosont reloesntion gront be increased, It
;shoul&’be-given ta “vbrv ““]oe“tca. The penelty

clouse on the presont form should be i&letcd.

3

Ve further rccommond thot federal oid be granted
cecording to every ilthlﬂuhiiS sorticulor necds

until such time os he 1g reesteblished,

2% o Xow rote of interest be
O to oid the resi-
%rﬂﬂg thenselves o o8 noar 28 pessx—
or status in privete ente fPTl?uag

3, agriculture,;?_cﬂb”1ps, eto.

blg +o th‘xv
such aog busincss

4. Thot the W.R.4: use their good offices so that con-
'Qlacr”thL/ﬁCY be given on priority by 0.P.A. Be-
couse of cvacustion, residents were forced to disposc
of their cquipment, trucks, cors and gte,, Hony of
which ot present require the approvel of an 0WP 4.
Board, Thesc equipment ore cssenticl to mony resis
dents in order to rcestebiish thomselves in former

cntéﬂgr;505,

5. That the WiRsA. moke overy offort to obtoin o return
of proﬁorﬁluq, for evacuecs who, due to ov cug cion
and consequent 1n“b111t} ?m m in’
payments,; have 1

y””V ﬁt 1QSStqf

the grhntlng of governmunt l ”1d
_,‘{ be p*c»ss ry, to evocuces unh whle, 28 @ rusult
of evoeuvation, to mod ntoin 1nstallmu;t;gaymght§e

6. Thot the 1 R.A. give fincnecicl oid to residents with
mezmﬂ1ﬁo plins, for pﬁb purposes of dCI?ﬁVlng the
XY tigoting specific relocotion possi-

bilities.
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10,

11.

12.

14,

15,

6,

Thot the W,R.4. estoblish cdegue tely staffed offices
in importont aress ond employ persons of Jopenese on-
cestry since they understond Japonese psychology; and
also establish in these field offlces, legal advisory
and employment depsrtments.

That the W.R.A. continue the operction. of cvaocuee Pro—

perty offices for the dur:ticn, to fulfill the needs
of relocatees.

Thot the W.RB.4. ccecept for reinduction into centers
those who relocite ond who find themselves uncble to
mcke satisfoctory adjustments.

Th“+ the W.R.A. crrange for the cste bllshlng of hos~
tels and other fecilities in varlous orens: ond

'Purthcrmore, build new housing through the F.H.A.,

with WiR.A. ossistances

That the W.R.A. provide tronsportation of evocuee

property door to door.

Thot the W.R.A. negotiate for the esteblishing of

olu people's homes exclusively for persons of Japa
esg cncestry.

That the W.R.A. moke negotiotions to arrenge (1) so

that evacuees formerly civil service employees will
be reinstated and (2) so that persons of Japanese
ancestry will be oble to secure business licenses
as formeriy.

Thot short term lesve regulations be chenged to per=

mit on obsénce of two months with one month extention

prlvzlbges, Also, thet the evazcuee investigoting re-
location pOSSlbllltl 3 be permxttaa to become employed,
without change of status.

That when on evocuce relocotes or returns to his for-

mer business or home, W.R:A. should mcoke every effort

to relesse frozen assets (blocked azccounts), both in

cases of individuzls or orgcnmzatxoms.

That the W.R.A. negotizte for the concluding of arran-
gements whereunder clien perents moy be able to operante
or manage properties with pcwers of ttsrney issued by
their children, perticula fly by sons in the United
States Armed Forces. U877



17

18,

19.

204

21,

That the W.R.Ae arrange to secure outright reles=ses
for ‘parclees who reloeante, ' :

That the WeR.4. obtcin the estoblishment of some
avenue of governmental indemnities for relocatces
who may become vietims of cnti-Jopenese violence in

terms of”persona;,inguriésVarqproperty-damage.

That the WeR.4. arronge Tor adequate government com-
pensation agoinst losses.torevaéuee-praperty;by Tire,

theft, etc. while in government or private storage
or while in tronsit, _ g
That the W.R.24. arronge to provide students of Japen-
ese ancestry with adequate protection in cese of neced,
ond apydrtuuities,equal'to3thcsé enjoyed by Caucasiaon
students. ' ;

Thot the W.R.A. moke every effort to secure work oppor-
tunities for returnees ond relocatees on equal basis
with Ccucgsian;citizéns,,partieularly in reference to
admittonce into lebor unions.
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“That Damned Fence”



That Damn_ed Fence

(Anonymous Poem from an internee about life at Poston)

They've sunk the posts deep into the ground
They've strung out wires all the way around.
With machine gun nests just over there
And sentries and soldiers everywhere.

We're trapped like rats in a wired cage,
To fret and fume with impotent rage;
Yonder whispers the lure of the night,

But that DAMNED FENCE assails our sight.

We seek the softness of the midnight air,
But that DAMNED FENCE in the floodlight glare

Awakens unrest in our nocturnal quest,

And mockingly laughs with vicious jest.

‘With nowhere to go and nothing to do,
‘We feel terrible, lonesome, and blue:

That DAMNED FENCE is driving us crazy,
Destroying our youth and making us lazy.

Imprisoned in here for a long, long time,
‘We know we're punished—though we've committed no crime,
Our thoughts are gloomy and enthusiasm damp,
To be locked up in a concentration camp.

Loyalty we know, and patriotism we feel,
To sacrifice our utmost was our ideal,
To fight for our country, and die, perhaps;

But we're here because we happen to be Japs.

We all love life, and our country best,
Our misfortune to be here in the west,
To keep us penned behind that DAMNED FENCE,

htip://ddr.densho.org/ddr-densho-126-1/




