


This policy report is intended to respond to the continuing significance of 

race in American society by providing the most comprehensive, multidisciplinary 

empirical analysis of the diverse ways in which Asian Pacific Americans are 

redefining and indeed transforming contemporary American race relations. By 

doing so, we are interested in infusing the policy decision-making process with 

fresh and accurate information, as well as rigorous analysis and creative policy 

perspectives and recommendations. A team of renowned social scientists, histo­

rians, and public advocates from institutions across the nation, along with a 

scholar from England and another from Australia, was assembled to undertake 

this path-breaking endeavor with state-of-the-art quantitative and qualitative 

research techniques, and oftentimes original data. We are hopeful that the report 

will provide an abundance of meaningful, insightful and hopefully provocative 

views on how we should respond to the continuing and new challenges of our 

racial situation. 

Like our other joint policy research activities and publications, this report 

reflects the special strengths and goals of our two institutions. The UCLA Asian 

American Studies Center, established in 1969, is one of four ethnic studies centers 

at UCLA, and the largest and most comprehensive program of its kind in the 

nation. Through its research, teaching, publishing, video productions, library and 

archival acquisitions, and community-university collaborations in fields ranging 

from literature to urban planning, the faculty, staff, and students of the Center 

have sought to advance scholarly and policy understanding of Asian Pacific 

Americans. 

Leadership Education for Asian Pacifies, Inc. (LEAP) is a national, 

nonprofit, nonpartisan, community-based organization based in Los Angeles, 

California. Founded in 1982, LEAP's mission is to achieve full participation and 

equality for Asian Pacific Americans through leadership, empowerment and 

policy. With a wealth of information on Asian Pacific Americans and a national 

reputation as a leading Asian Pacific American organization, LEAP continues to 

raise the visibility and leadership effectiveness of Asian Pacific Americans. 

We would like to pay special tribute to Professor Paul Ong of the 

Department of Urban Planning and the Asian American Studies Center at 

UCLA for serving as the principal investigator of this major policy report, as well 



as the research director of the joint public policy research activities involving 

LEAP and the UCLA Asian American Studies Center. Professor Ong is the 

nation's foremost scholar addressing the most significant public policy issues 

facing the Asian Pacific American population, and we are tremendously grateful 

for the leadership, commitment, and vision which he has provided for this and 

other research endeavors. 

We also would like to thank the extraordinary team of researchers who partic­

ipated in this project, as well as the individuals who worked on producing this publi­

cation. Finally, we would like to express our gratitude to the Board of Directors of 

LEAP and the Faculty Advisory Committee of the UCLA Asian American Studies 

Center for their continued support of our joint policy research activities. 

Don T Nakanishi, Ph.D. 

Director and Professor 

UCLA Asian American Studies Center 

J.D. Hokoyama 

President and Executive Director 

Leadership Education for Asian Pacifies, Inc. (LEAP) 
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