Laying the coffin-at Pan Am's doorsted/ Don't Mourn for them. Boycott!
Hong Kong, March 17, 1970

At 10 seconds before 1 p, station wagon moved
slowly toward Pan American mai 3 g ticket office in the
heart of the posh and bustling tral District. At exactly 1 the wagon
came abreast of e ticket office, t 3 ren women wearing black
armbands emerged from the arcades of acent zs and four of

them opened the back and gently eased a si

2 foot lonz, two foot high bl:
coffin out onto the street
:

They solennly carried it to the door way of
Pan Am's office, held it momentarily, and then laid it on the stone
steps. On a clioth tacked top of the : was the question in
bold English and Chinese characters, ‘"Could the 747 Jumbo carry the dead
o My Tia 2
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The two sroups are composed of a dozen
and include local Chinese, Vi ropeans and Ame 1c2ns -~ both
Chinese and white, They comprise students, re o*rch\rs, housewives,
missionaries and an occasional businessman. Actions in the months since
the October Moratorium hawve inclu ctition speakiny out on the war,
a Teach-in, and a 24 hour sit-in .1 on the grounds of the American
Consulate. At the Comnsulate vizil three months azo, a protester told

the opening rally: ‘'Today... what we are confronting directly is the
American political institution, t Consulate General. But there are
other major American 1‘st1tutlols in Hong Kor

that ... should consider
the meaning of their 'business-as-usual'... in the face of this war.!

Hong Kong is HQ for Pan Am's Pacific operations and it was chosen as the
next target of anti-war activity.
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in Vietnam is unsurpassed in t
is not idle. Pan Am picked up USH 1587
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the i3 invented
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extremely intercsted, many asking questions of the leafletters and crowd-

ing around to get copies of the bi-lingual literaturc. The amount of
literature proved insufficient: it ran out & winutes before the Royal
Hong Kong Police arrived on the scene,
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With the arrival of the police, the protesters broke off intervicws with
the press and guickly but ceremoniously dropped their armbands and the
banner into the corfin, They then nelted into the

The police, led by a British o
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The British officer in charge immediately rushed out of the office. His
recaction scemcd to be one of bewildered confusion rather than either

anger or amusement. Ten minutes later tho police decided to take the
impulsive protester into custody. They alsc decided the coffin would he
their responsibility. The officer ordered the Chinesc patrolmen to bccone
pallbearers and carry the coffin to a nearby pelice patrol Land Rover.
When the coffin wouldn't fit, a call went out for a larger vehicle,

Several hours later when friends of the protester went to inguire about

him, they werc also detained. Four werc finally arrested on a charge of
“participating in a demonstration so as to causc an obstruction.” Arrested
at Pan An's office was Klaus Schleussener, Gernan, 30, a tutoriat® the
Chinese University. Subsequently detained were Johannes Kuchler, Gernman,
29, resecarcher; Donald Seckins, 24, and Mitchell Meisner, 25, both

Americans studying Chinese language at the Chinese University. Schlcussener
comes froum West Berlin; Kuchler from Frankfurt, Seckins from New York and
Meisner from Maryland.

All four pleaded not suilty in court the following day and were released
on HK$ 20 bail each. Trial is set for Harch ?5th. The coffin and banners
were in court during the plea and will presumably be brought back as the
major exhibit for the trial.

Tacked prominently on the head panel of the coffin were the following words:

"Some of us doubt that Pan Am will ever use its phenomenal political
leverage to end the war from which it profits so handsomely. Others of us,
more hopeful, call upon Pan Am to do three things:
1) Offer to carry doctors and nurses free of charge into Vietnan
to care for the victims of the American genocidal war policy;
?2) Refuse to cooperate with the Department of Defense and carry
no more war personnel and materiel to Vietnam;
3) Agree only to carry all American troops home from Vietnam --
alive,
Until the directors of Pan Am move to do these three things, we
will boycott Pan Am and encourage others of all nationalities to join
this boycott.'

The boycott is being coordinated by the Rerkeley Commititce of Concerned
Asian Scholars, 2168 Shattuck Ave., Berkeley, California, USA.
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