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“By children...for everybody”™

Caring teachers vent frustrations with school system

BY CHILDRENS EXPRESS

EDITORS: T} Ebel, 16; Chanda

Boyden, 15; Amy Welsenbach, 15;

Sharlene Toney, 14; Erin Cox, 15;

Randy McDade, 16

REPORTER: Tim Ward, 13
INDIANAPOLIS BUREAU

his past summer I had
l T the privilege of training
teachers. At 16 years old,
el 1 got to tell teachers they
were wrong without getting into
trouble.

These teachers came to
Children’s Express from Louis-
ville and San Diego to be trained
to teach their students to use our
approach to journalism.

I always thought that teach-
ers were part robot and part ani-
mal — always drilling students
and being totally insensitive to
our opinions and ideas. In the
process of training these teach-
ers, I discovered that they were
human beings. IfT had just one of
these teachers, I would jump up
and down with joy.

Here’s what the teachers had
to say in a CE roundtable:

Worst experiences
CHRIS: A couple of years ago,
there was a girl who had failed
eighth grade three times and
she had failed other grades. She
was 18 years old and an eighth
grader. I was bound and deter-

mined I was going to try and
save this girl. I worked with her
and worked with her. It came to
the end of the grading period
and she was passing and every-
thing was goingreally well. Sud-
denly she dropped outand didn’t
even finish the eighth grade. I
called her mother and begged
and cried. I was crying on the
phone. I just couldn’t under-
stand why this girl would do
this, not only to me but to her-
self. I never heard from her.
Her mother said she went to the
country. That was the end of
that. But that was tough.
AMY: Thebiggestobstaclein deal-
ing with kids is getting them to
care about what you’re saying. If
they’re coming to school hungry
and their dad just beat their
mother up the night before, then
it’s very hard to get them to care
about what a gerund is. You've
gotto get them to care. And you've
got to get beneath all that other
stuff first.

PHYLLIS: Some of the real brazen
onessay, “Hey, Icanmake a whole
lot more money selling drugs,”
and they can. Theyhave brothers
—they have family members who
are making real good money sell-
ing drugs. And they’re laughing
at us. They’re saying, “You don’t
know where the money is.” They
think we’re ridiculous.

LINDA: I remember a Cambodian

student who had a very difficult
time with all the teachers at
school and for some reason we
found a link. I was able to com-
municate with him very well and
he trusted me, and then he did
something (bad). I had to be the
person to write the referral and

JIM:Iwould be shot by some teach-
ers for saying this, but I would get
rid of some teachers. Traditional
teaching is: “I've got an agenda, a
way in mind that it (an assign-
ment)should be done.I'm going to
tell you to be creative but if you
don’t doit the wayI have in mind,

turnitin. That wasthelaststraw.
He was suspended from theschool
for the rest of the year. He came
back, and the look on his face
was, “I'll never forgive you for
doing that to me.” That really
affected me deeply.

What they’d do differently
MIKE: I think the biggest prob-
lem with teachingis that you’re
stuck inside those four walls
and nobody wants to be there.
You’re isolated. Teachers have
to exist in the Middle Ages. Can
you imagine any kind of busi-
ness where the employees don’t
have a phone or a computer or
anything like that. Teachers do
it all the time.

“I think the biggest problem with
teaching is that you're stuck

inside those four walls.”

you’re not creative.”

Ithink a major flaw in our educa-
tional system is that we don’t of-
ten ask the students what they
think is best for them. I see teach-
ing as being a guide and an advi-
sor, not an imparter of informa-
tion. Teaching is guiding.

MIKE: I think one will look back
on history 50 years down the road
and chronicle the decline of
America as a world power from
the point where they stopped
funding their educational system.
I’'m not very optimistic about the
future of education in this coun-
try. Why is it not working? Be-
cause nobody is willing to put
any money into it. Things are

done on a shoestring. My class-
room hasn’t been painted since
1958...(I painted it) myself this
summer with my own money.
When it’s worth it
AMY: The best thing (about) being
ateacher for meis when there has
been a success for a particular
student, when I can help them
know something that they didn’t
know before.
SHIRLEY: Sometimes youre the
only one that child has to talk
with and who takes time to listen
to that child and his problems.
LINDA: I think the positive thing
is that you get an education while
you’re educating other people.
Every day I do learn something
new — if it’s just a fact about one
of the children.
CHRIS: I always wish that I could
keep in touch with students
throughout the years just to see
what they are doing now. Just to
see if my teaching was effective
for kids.

Talkabout:

1. What qualities do you
respect in a teacher?

2. What has been your best
learning experience?
your worst?

3. What do you supposeit’s
like to have you as a
student?

Temporary shelter for homeless young mothers and their kids opens

“Lives are saved one by one.
The way to make a difference is to
help one person, then one person
after that and then another per-
son after that. In this way, Helen’s
House promises to make that dif-
ference.” (Daniel Kronenfeld)

Helen’sHouse,anewtransitional
residential facility providing tempo-
rary shelter for young mothers and
their infant children, was officially
inaugurated recently at a ceremony
attended by Mayor Dinkins, Man-
hattan Borough President Ruth
Messenger and other dignitaries.

The new facility, a program of
the Henry Street Settlement, is
designed to enable homeless
young mothers to keep their chil-
dren and at the same time to
develop the skills and to receive
the counseling they need to be-
come self sufficient.

“Although the needs of all seg-
ments of the homeless population
are acute, the problems associated
with separating mothers and chil-
dren are especially significant
amongyoung, single mothers,”said
Daniel Kronenfeld, executive di-
rector of the Henry Street Settle-
ment. “Facinghomelessness, many
young mothers find thatthey have
no alternative but to hand their
children over to family, friends or
formal foster care programs.”

“This is a tragedy, because
fragmenting these young fami-
lies often does permanent dam-
age. Studies show that the
longer family members are sepa-
rated, the less likely it is that
they will ever live together
again. Helen’s House will pro-
vide homeless young mothers
and their children with decent
shelter while they look for more
permanent housing.”

The young mothers and their
infants will be eligible to live for
up to a year at Helen’s House,
Kronenfeld said. While living
there, they will receive assistance
fromthe Henry Street Settlement
staffin education, job skills train-
ing and finding employment and
permanent housing. Helen’s
Houseis prepared toaccept young
mothers aged 24 yearsor younger.

Helen’s House, named after
Helen Hall, a long-time director of
the Henry Street Settlement whose
word focused especially on the
needs and concerns of young
women, is another in a line of
Henry Street Settlement programs
designed to alleviate the problems
ofhomelessness. The Henry Street
Settlement started the first tran-
sitional housing facility for fami-
lies in 1972 when it opened the
Urban Family Center, a shelter

for homeless families. Since then,
programs of the Urban Family
Center have become models for
others across the country.

The UFC received interna-
tional attention in 1989 when
Princess Diana of Wales met with
representatives of the group on a
visit to Henry Street.

Helen’s House, located at 309-
11 Henry Street in Manhattan, is
a new, four-story residence con-
taining 16 studio apartments. A
concrete and steel fireproof struc-
ture, it is located down the street
from the historic Henry Street
Settlement house.

The construction of Helen’s
House was funded by the New
York City Department of Housing
Preservation and Development.
Ongoingoperation oftheresidence
is funded by New York City’s De-
partment of Human Resources
Administration. Helen’shousealso
received funds from the Overbrook
Foundation, the Lehman Founda-
tion, St. James Church in Man-
hattan and the New York City
Emergency Food and Shelter Pro-
gram (FEMA IX) for the purchase
of equipment and furnishings.

“HPDis proud that since 1985
we have provided more than
$125 million through the Capi-
tal Budget Homeless Housing

Program to produce more than
2,000 units to service nearly
5,000 homeless New Yorkers
with special needs,” said Felice
Michetti, commissioner of the
city’s Department of Housing
Preservation and Development.
“Facilities have been rehabili-
tated or constructed for the men-
tally ill, recovering victims of
drug addiction, homeless low-
income families and homeless
pregnant young women.”

MEDAL WINNER — Olympic gold medal winner and former

The Helen’s House building
was designed by Herbert L.
Mandel of New York. The general
contractor for the project was
Postcap Construction,owned and
operated by Robert Capolino.

The Henry Street Settlement
is aleadingsocial service and arts
agency that has served the Lower
East Side since 1893. The settle-
ment offers a wide range of youth,
shelter, senior, mental health ser-

. vices, arts and cultural programs.

transplant patient Kendall Bames will describe his experi-
ences of winning gold medals at The Harlem YMCA on
Wednesday, Oct. 23, at 6 p.m. The recipient of a kidney
transplant trained at The Harlem YMCA in swimming and won
the gold and bronze in Budapest, Hungary.
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Justice Miller could be the most popular in city

By JESSE H. WALKER
Special to the AmNews

Manhattan Supreme CourtJus-
tice Edith Miller could qualify as
the most popular judge in the city
since she ordered the state to give
the city $55 million it withheld for
faults in a foster-care program.

The justice said the state un-
fairly sought to fill its own cof-
fers. She directed the Cuomo ad-
ministration to turn over $54.9
million to the city.

In her ruling Miller found that
the state’s Department of Social
Services conducted a two-year
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audit of the Kinship Foster Care
program in an “arbitrary and ca-
pricious manner.”

The foster-care program places
more than 22,000 children in fos-
ter care with their own relatives.

Miller declared thejaudit void
and said the investigation was
not done “in the interests of the
children relegated to foster care
but solely for the purpose of re-
couping the maximum sum pos-
sible from the city.”

“In times of recession, the
pressure on the state budget is
taken out against the city,” said

| - STOP FALLING HAIR PROBLEMS -
Hair Care Professionals!

Lorna B. Goodman, chief of the
city’s Affirmative Litigation Di-
vision, who won the case on the
city’s behalf.

Miller, finding the state was
“unreasonable” in its audit, also
pointed out in her opinion that the
state had not taken into account
the huge expansion of the. pro-

BRIDAL GOWNS

Gowns for Brides, Motber of
tbe Bride, and Bridal Veils,
Buy Direct—Big Savings

Mon. - Sat. (212) 764-6447

Secure Your Future Now!

BEAUTICIANS — BARBERS WEAVING & BRAIDING Specialist
The Right Treatment Is The Only Answer
We've got answers — AND MUCH, MUCH MORE!!!
Subjects Not Being Taught In Beauty Schools

You’re Invited...

to attend our FREE informal seminar

Reaister Now Call . (718) 284-9447- for SCHEDULE

“Find Out Why So Many Products Fail To Work”

Perms * Chemical Relaxers © Thio Curls » Heat Damage < Itching * Drandruff « Baldness
SPECIAL SCALP STIMULATION Rx. FOR WIG, - WEAVE AND BRAID WEARERS
® FREE BOOKLET (Send $1.00 Mailing) Write or Stop In!

1507 Nostrand Ave.,

_ Dermalax - System. Hair Care Clinic' °

Brooklyn, NY. 11226

gram in recent years. The foster-
care program, which allows chil-
dren to be placed with relatives,
expanded from 1,400 children five
years ago to 22,555 today.

A spokesman for the State
Department of Social Services
said it has asked the state attor-
ney general’s office to appeal
Miller’s ruling.
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Quality service in a

laxing and elegant 2

setting catering to’
the sophisticated

Relaxers
Wraps
Designer Cuts
Press and Curl
Curly Perms
—— Color

Weaves
Massages

[ (718) 739-5500 }
PHYLLIS

BEAUTY SALON

ALL PHASES OF BEAUTY CULTURE
Innovation Curls, Wave Nouveau,
Dry Curls and Other Types of Curls
l Shampoo Press & Curls, Hair Coloring
HAIR BRAIDING » WEAVING
EXTENSIONS ¢ STYLE CUTTING
RELAXERS * PERMS
FREE CONSULTATIONS
ASK FOR PAMELA
170-12 Hiliside Ave
Jamaica
Queens N Y

718-526-9538
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517 Atlantic Avenue Brooklyn

$60—Box Braids

70 West 125th Street  (212)

AFRtCAN HAIR BRAIDING
Come Get Yow Hai Braited!

$80—Senegalese Twist & Corn Screws

534-5689

LEONIE HAIR BRAIDING

& AFRICAN STYLES

+ @ Cashmance: $70 Short (H. Incl.) ® $90 (Long.—H. Ind.)

©Box Bralds: $60 (Med.) $90 (Sm.) ® Microbraids: $110 (H.Ind.)

. © Corn Rows: $35 (Med. H. Ind.) $45 (Sm. H. Incl)
+ oFlat Twist: $35 (H. Ind.) ® Invisible Braids: $70 M.ASW (Sm.)
© Micro-Invisible Braids: $100  Weaves: $85 o Inte

Jock: $90

© Boofrute: $75 (Med. Long) $90 (Sm. Long—H. Ind.)
© Corkscrew: $70 (Med. Long) $90 (Sm. Long—H. Ind.)

o Senegalese Twist: $150 (Sm. Long—H. Ind.)

351 East 138th Street » Bronx, NY 10454 (Ask for Leonie)
Open 9 Al to 7 PM Tues. to Sat.—For Appt. (212)665-1945

(H) (212) 681-1054 © (Train #6 to Alexander, Ave.)

CASMANGE @ Open 7

+WASH $5.00 - CASHMANCE $70.00 Short *
$80.00 Long + BOX BRAIDS $60.00 + $70.00
+ $80.00 + $100.00 + SPAGHETTI BRAIDS
$150.00 + CORN ROWS $30.0C + $40.00 *
$50.00+$60.00 $70.00 « FLAT TWIST $40.00
*$50.00 « HAIR WEAVING $100.00 « INVIS-
IBLE BRAIDS Medium $80.00 Small $150.00
+INTERLOCK $100.00

(718) 243-0070-73

Marguerite GoGo
Motherland .,%mn
360 West 125th Street, Suite- 12
(Bet. St. Nicholas & Morningside Ave.)
Tel. (212) 678-0385 H
(212) 316-4662 Work

16 Years High Sky Experience is Knowledge M5i5 M
The "Know-How" Gained For Your Benefit. 3
DO NOT TAKE IT FOR GRANTED, BUT FIND IT

OUT FOR YQURSELF TODAY. 5
WE HAVE THE MOST REASONABLE PRICES IN TOWN

Braiding Center

MARGUERITE
Days BOOFRUTO

BOOFRUTO...Med. $80.00, Sm. Short $130.00,
Sm. Long $160.00, (Hair incl.)

+ SENEGALESE TWIST...Large $100.00, Small
Short $140.00, Small Long $180.00

(Hair Incl.) - COLLIER...Med. Short $100.00,
Sm. Short $150.00, Sm. Long $200.00 (hair
Incl.) - CORKSCREW...Large $70.00, Med.
$80.00, Sm. Short $100.00, Sm Long 5150 00 i

oNails Pedicure

*Weaving Braiding

oCorn Rows *Box Braids
100m — 8pm Mon-Thurs.

8am— 8pm Fri., & Sat.
BARBERS & HAIR DRESSERS WANTED

BIG MONEY

MAKER!!

GRACE MONIKA HAIR SALON ¢ (718) 282-8111 !

and

LEARN TO DO:

CORKSCREW * SENEGALESE TWIST

INTERLOCKING...AT

TIRED OF PROMISES
AND POOR RESULTS?
ASK FOR JEWEL ;
o Dry Curl: $40  Hawaiian Silk Relaxer: $30 1
© Hair Weavjng: $135 © Freeze "N" Curl: $22 © The Wrap: $20 |4
These prices for new cients only. Bring this coupon for above prices.
STOREHOURS.: 12-8 Tues. - Sat. (212) 283-9608 or (212) 862-5570

PALOMA SALON 452 W. 145th Street
(at Convent Ave.) NYC

East Coast §Wﬂ©§ ...Without East Coast Prices

A FULL SERVICE SALON FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY
Specializing in:

® Hair Weaving &
French Laces

* Box Braids

e Corn Rows

e Touch up - Tuesday
All Perm - $20

* Senegalese Twist

e Dread Locking

e In House Barbers

* Hair Coloring, eyelash &
eyebrow coloring.

EAST COAST STYLES

2311 Seventh Avenue, New York, New York 10030
(Between 135th & 136th Streets)

Back to School Special ® (800) 400-0565
20% Discount Witl_l this ad SENIOR CITIZEN SPECIAL (MON & WED)

e All chemical services—
Perms to Curls

e Full Waxing Services
e Hair Weaving Monday
* All Weave $100 & Up
® Braids $75 & Up

* Full Nail Services
e Free Consultation

<%

* Wave Nouveau $ 50.00
* Relaxers—Touch Up—$35.00
* Full Head Weave

(Bonded or Braided)
Interlock, Lacing, Braiding:
Reg. Price $300. Now $150
Hair Not Included

Free Manicure with service

Free: Deep Conditioner Treatment
with any service.

Call forappt.: (212) 258-4438
215 West 28th St. NYC

We Accept Visa, MC, AMEX

Come fo the original Source of Braids

MOTHER LAND IN AFRICA
AMINATA’S AFRICAN HAIR BRAIDING
289 St. Nicholas Ave. (bet. 125th & 124th Sts.) NYC
AND 360 W. 125th St Suite 2 or 3 (bet. S Nicholos and Moringside)
(212) 932-0433 » H+212) 316-7880

Box Braids: 560, 70,980, 5100 Corn Rowss $30, $40, $50, 560
Flat Twist: 60 Weaves: 5100 Interlock: $1004=
Cork Screws Sm Short $80 Sm Long $100 (Hair included)
Senegulese Twists: Med$100Sm Short $150( Hairlnel.)
Invisible Braids: 580 Boofruto (Hairinduded) $100

CASAMAS $80 LONG LASTING BRAIDS, UP T0 3 MONTHS
SAVE $5S - Professional Touch In Any Kind of Braids

15 Years of Braiding Experience in Furope, Africa, Now in NY.
OPEN 9:30 AM DAILY - 7 Days a Week
WE also sell 100% Laine or Pure Wool for your sutisfaction ® Spanish Ladies Welcome

(A, B, C, or D, Trains fo 125th St.)




