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By Carole Stone

IN 1977 the Carnegie Commission
on Higher Education reported
that “higher education in Amer-
ica is a disaster.” Part of the
problem, according to The Mis-
sion of the College Curriculum
from the Carnegie Foundation
for the Advancement of Teach-
ing, is college programs with lit-
tle more than a smattering of
courses were being palmed off as
“general education.”

Interest in the humanities, liter-
ature and the arts dropped in the
last decade. At the same time,
pre-professional programs

seemed to offer better job pro--

spects.

Between 1971 and 1976, the
number of undergraduate deg-
rees granted in English and liter-
ature fell by 38 per cent. Overall,
the number of students in the tra-
ditional humanities fell from 9 to
5 per cent and in the social sci-
ences from 18 to 8 per cent of all
undergraduates.

Roughly 60 per cent of all col-
lege-age Americans go to college,
and the degree serves as the
passport to the job market. Yet
employers are finding many gra-
duates deficient in basic skills of
reading, writing and math.

The result is a new trend back
to an old idea in education —
away from a watered down “gen-

eral” courses to what is being -

called the “core curriculum.”

Return of the
core curriculum

In a pure core curriculum, all
students take the same courses.
This was first established in 1937
at St. John’s College in Annapo-
lis, Md., where students study the
120 “classics of Western civiliza-
tion,” and only this, for four
years. Rare is the school with
such a strict program in 1980, due
to the notion of a pluralistic edu-
cation.

But at Columbia University,
and at Reed College, courses in
Western civilization — Plato, Ar-
istotle, Shakespeare, Joyce — are
required of all students.

Stanford University in Califor-
nia has returned to a similar
“core curriculum”: all entering
students must study Western cul-
ture, plus one course each in liter-
ature and fine arts; philosophical,
social and religious thought;
human development, behavior
and language; social study, math-
ematics, natural sciences, tech-
nology and applied sciences.

Experts in education cannot
agree on what subjects ought to
be included in a ‘core curricu-
lum.” There is a raging debate be-
tween the two Ivy “core curricu-

lum” models — the Columbia Uni-
versity ‘“Great Books” or Har-
vard’s “distributional require-
ment.” The first is supposed to
offer a specific body of knowl-
edge, the second intellectual
skills.

Ron Edmunds, of the New York
City Board of Education, a sup-
porter of the Great Books ap-
proach, says, “If a distributional
requirement allows you to take
history without American histo-
ry, then it’s not successful.”

Dr. Reynolds, at the vice
chancellor’s office, SUNY, feels
that “any curriculum without
computer literacy, the ability to
manipulate data, is too limited.”
In our technological society, stud-
ying “the classics” may not be
progressive enough, he adds.

Have you read any of these lately?-

THERE are some old fogies
who remember when a college
education meant struggling
with the great thoughts of
mankind. Here is a list of some
books which should keep a
freshman chewing. How many
have you met?

Even so, each school in the
country sets up its variation of
the leading plans.

Adelphi College, for example,
making a major change this year
by specifying requirements of 12
hours of humanities, 8-10 of math
and natural science, and 9 hours
of social science. Still the curricu-
lum is somewhat loosely defined.
From 1969 to 1980 the college had
no requirements other than the
courses in a student’s major.

Fordham, also making changes
this year, has a ‘‘core” require-
ment built on clusters of courses,
in all four years, in English, histo-
ry, philosophy, and theology.

Queens College now requires
students to take 3 semesters of
foreign language, scientific meth-
odology and quantitative analy-
sis, including one lab course, 3
courses in literature and criti-
cism, 1 in art, music or theater, 1
in aesthetics, and 2 courses in dif-
ferent departments in the social
sciences. Also required are com-
position, writing, and math.

Brooklyn College is in the proc-
ess of devising a core program.

And a new model at New York
University requires natural sci-
ence, social science, and a course
in: ethical concerns; music and
visual arts; Western civilization;
non-Western civilization, foreign
language, and expository writing
and mathematics competencies.

Rousseau: The Social Contract

Kant: Foundations of the Meta-
physics of Morals

Moral and Political Philosophy

Inquiry Concerning Human Un-
derstanding

Adam Smith: The Wealth of Na-
tions

J. S. Mill: On Liberty

Utilitarianism

Marx: Capital

Nietzsche: On The Genealogy of
Morals ;

Freud: Introductory Lectures

Outline of Psychoanalysis

Civilization and its Discontents

Homer:The Illiad
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Now you can study at
ew York University righ
in midtown Manhattan.
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The School of Continuing Education announces its new fall
programs at NYU’s Midtown Center.

. New York University’s Midtown And all of these programs are offered at
. Center offers a wide range of hours that are convenient to you—right in the
non-credit courses and credit heart of midtown Manhattan.

programs for adults interested in

continuing their education and Sharpen your skills

ennchmg their lives. Conveniently located at 11 ~ Start your day with a 7:30 am. class called
West 42nd Street, the Mid- - g Speaking to Persuade. You’ll
town Center is close to all learn how to motivate and
public transportation. Its gain the attention of others as
convenient schedule of day- you speak more effectively.
time classes enables you to Sharpen your reading skills in
fit part-time study into your Speed Reading for Career




