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Dear Yuri and Bill:
Thank you for your New Year message full of hope, It was so uplifting

until I read your personal note abut your possible demise. I was crestfallen,
You mustn't stop now, you can't stop now., The hearings were only the beginning.
Of course, there will be burnouts and drop outs for the inereing repfressiveness
of this administration, but, with your leadership they will recover and regroup.
Of course it's going to take ten times the effort and emergy as it did to get
peopde out to testify., It will?‘much rougher since it is not one shot, but an<
ongoing frustrating, uphill, ampopular battle, Nisei energy level having peaked,
sansei will have to be depended upon heavily, But they are out there, They need
you, Yuri and Bill you must keep R/R alive out there, I need you too, 1981
must not have been "one brief shining-mement®,

We're planning a Rememberance 40th Feb, 20, We have to have ours in the
afternoon to aééomnodate issei, We are having a burnout here too, I thought the
hearings would have set things snowballimgiin-he-commanity, JACL, national nor any
local chapters haven't given 2/19 a thought. The usual young active; of NCRR have
initated plans to have a joint community gathering. ’l‘hreu#mch persuasion we got
committments from about 4 loecal chaptery, NCJAR, student and community groups. Through
an incredible coineidence, American Friends is having a regional conference that day.
They contacted us for a speaker for their R/R workshop that day. We in turn asked 'ﬂ“"ﬂ
for a speaker for our program, Shlg Vijrginia Heck who werked in the community during
the evacuation, Sh¥s a close friend of the giants, Duveneks, Nicholsons, Sehmoes, etc,
We've asked her to speak of these people to Whom we owe so much, After the program
we're 3B having a live nisei-sansei ecombo play "eammp music” while we all share udon,
We hope th: share that "familyhood" you write of, I wish you could all be here with
us.

I feel a special desperation when I hear of nisei drepping out of ihis
movement, I felt this acfutely when I learned that I was the only one who could
approach an issei to speak at our program, (all issei witneéses here were from oute
lying areas - for political reasons, The issei program wont'take a stand on R/R
a/e it is a politieal issue and their federal funding is at stake]) Our language is



dying, a big part of us is dying., Please don't allow i# by quitting,
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