Asian American

A CALL FOR REDRESS,:HPARATION

Since July, 198C, the HCIR, a ccaliticn of organizations and individuuals
from major Japanese Auerican communities Lhuouvhout California and the natien,
has continued to meke a nationwide impact throuvgh its work in the Kedress
Reparations Movemcnu.

At the first nationwide conference on /R beld in Novewber, 1980, the KORR
cdopted 5 principles of unity which have Peen the bunsis for which organizations
#nd individuals have _oined and endersed the CKR.  Yhe 5 principles ared
1. R/R means monc+°"” compensation to all innividuzls or Lheir heirs who
suffercd evacuation anﬂ/or 1nuurCﬂration; ¢  R/Bamesne resuitation to the
Jupanese American conmunity in the ferm of a ceommunity fund - the ezact use

cf which iz to be determined by 1lhe needs ol cuen respzeitive communiiy;

T T/R meaas exposing the racism of and overturning vhe legal besis tha

has ,ustificd the evacuation and the camps; 4. R/R menns supporting others
who have or are suffering from unjuci aclioc.s tanen by the U.5. Government
and 5. R/R wmeans that we seek the education of the fmerican public zo that
future genzrations may lecarn from the mistakes of the pust and not knowlngly
allow them tc happen again.

Since the founding of the NCRR, a major purt of its work has been devoted
to doing community education and premotion of community involvement in the R/R
issue. The Japanese Americen cormunity has taken the initictive in this
ampsign for justice and will condinue its eitorts in this struggle through
wnified strength and determinaticn.

The NCER's 5 privciples of Unity serve as the w¢“cqu framework for the
direction of the campaign for R/R. Mobilization te the public hearing of
Lhe Corwiscion oo Wertine Relocation and Jutornment of Civilians (CWRIC) was
a major focus of the MCER during the past O montias

Bundreds spoke out, theusands more supported them, and the mescage has
been made clear: The U5 Government is r‘:pknrlulc Jor moling subsiontid
reaningiul redress and reparations to the Japancse dmcrican cormmunity now.
Mkus, the KORW's proposed recomrendations to the C03 ssion is to stress
the irmporitence of the Commdssion's accountability and rezponsibility of
addressing the issue of K/n in your final reccuzendetion to Congress.

RECOMMELDATIONS FC:{ CONGRRESSICH AT, LOTTION
I. Individuel Compensation

1. §$25,000 per individuals (minimum).
2. Eligibility
a. Forwer evacuces.
b. Detention center evacuees.
».  Persons forced to live in WRA cuups.
d. Persons jailled for nencompliance wilh military edicts
e. South American & Central American residents zcloa&tuu
to and imprisoned in the U.S
£. Persons who relocated voluntarily,
4. Jleutians and Pribiloff Islanders imprisoned by the U.S
h. Direct beirs of all of Lhe sbove if principle is deceacced.



3. lethod of Payment.:

nede direetly to eligible individuals in one

) ol acdninistrative costs, and exempt from taxes,

b. Yeyn shoudld nob alfect eligibility of individuals in
considoration fov secial services or other benefits,
governmental or private,

c. Unciznized payments sre to be credited to the Community Fund.

PERSPECYIVE:

The tremendous sociul, econwmic, and psychological trauma of the violation
of consiitulional riphls reguires sweanin:ful restitution on the part of the
U.5. CGovernment in the way of ronctary compensation to individuals.

While the NCRR feels thal thers is no fair amount possible, the figure
of $:5,000 represents a synholie mwount wrd as cuch, is the minimally cccept-
able fi:nre.

The U.S. Government is #lso responsible to further investi
culpchiliiy of those Japanese ciiizens living in other countrie
direcily or indirecily affecicd duving the evacuation period.
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II7 Conmunity Fund
1. Jmount: 3 Billion

2. Adminstrative & kothod of Payment:

a. unlnj Fund shall be adminstered by a Community Trust

Fand Board electcd by the Nikiei cormunity. Board members

shall be elcected resionally. Rugious shall be divided equitably
throughout the United States, ineluding, Loth urban and nen-
urban regions.  Adednistrative costs shall be asked for at a

rate of % in addition to the original amount.

b. The suvm of 3 billion shall be rctnrnnd to the communities in
one lump sun, and further, that priorities for the allocaticn
of the funis suwll ke decided by each respsctive conmunity
based on their pariicular necds.

PERSFECTIVE:
/

The evacuation and the imprisonment of JAi's destroyed the cohesion, unity,
cultural, social, political and cconomic life of tbe cormunity. This is the
basis on which we are seekiny rodress for the community to rebuild and meet
the needs of the Japanese fucrican people.
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In 2dditicn to the 1R
calls for the Conmission 1o noeke

L PAYEINT and the COMMUNITY FUND, the IICRR
the following rcconmendations:

Addreszins the Sovercign Dmmuniiy waiver, and the Enabling Legislation, the
latter specitically to allow for implementing law suit actions by individuals
and/or classes related to the cvacuation.
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