JUE AASC - A BRIEF HISTORY

Cambodia and Kent State created
the explosion that marked the be-
ginning of a new Asian consciousness
at CCYJ; a consciousness of concern,
sensitivity, and involvement. That
first Asian workshop held in liay
1970, and the subsequent Asian
protest march brought us together
with a new sense of pride; a pride
of being Asians in America; a pride
of being what we are.

The activities of ilay cre-
ated an avenue of expression for
Asian students vho wanted to break
down the walls of steriotypes and
express their bottled-un, yet sin-
cere concern for what was happen-
ing around us. CCJY was never more
surprized than with the protest
march through the campus (llorth
and South), where anti-war chants
in Chinese were voiced Ly over 100
very vocal Asians and friends.
¥ellow students on the campus
greeted us warmly. Our march
ended amid the cheers of the engin-
eering students as we joined their
rally in front of Steinman Hall.

A series of meetings of Asian
students followed. The momentum
was very visible, in terms of a
large attendance at those meeting
and the enthusiasm with which
students voiced themselves. 'lost
of the energies of students were
eventually channelled into est-
ablishing a course on the Asian
American Experience, with a student
designed course proposal. An
Asian American Studies Committee
formed. 1!More meetings followed,
highlighted by an inspiring talk
by Dr. Isao Fujimoto, coordinator
of one of the major Asian American
studies programs in the country,
at the University of California
at Davis. Vorking with Dr. Osborne
Scott, chairman of the Urban and
Ethnic Studies Department, we were
3dble to send two Chinese students
from CCHY, Richard Chu and Anna
Chu, for a study and travel in
Taiwan. All expenses were covered
by our U.E.,S. Department and the

lationalist Government of China.
3y the end of the semester, two
major articles were written about
the activism of the Asian students
in the college's newspapers.

During the summer Betty Lee
Sung, author of liountain of Gold,
a history of Chinese in America,
was appointed to the UES faculty
to teach the Asian American culture
retitled U.E.S. 51, Chinese-
American lleritage. Students worked
with !frs. Sung during the summer
to develop the course.

At registration time, Asian
freshmen were greeted by upperclass
Asians to help make some sense out
of that particular semi-annual
CCUY chaos. As they helped, re-
cruitment for the U.E.,S. 51
course also went on. As the Fall
semester resumed, noticably absent
was much of the remarkable enthus-
iasm so many Asians had had the
previous semester.

Aprpproximately 100 Asians were
in the three U.E.S. 51 sections.
Organizers of the course sensed
the successful outcome of their
work. It was during the first week
of the U.E.S. 51 course that the
concept was formed of the Asian
American Student Community.

Our work, our new visibility
and the enlarged Asian student
population had an impact on our
new college president. VWe talked
about Asian American studies, we
talked about problems; problems of
Chinatown, of immigrants, and of
youth. 'e explained what we were
trying to do in terms of programs.
The President then posed us with
a challenre. Ve were told if we
wanted to get things done, wve
should get people into the Student
Senate. e thought it was very im-
portant. From an excited meeting
with members of the Chinese Student
Association which followed this
meeting, the idea of an Asian
Alliance developed. The Asian Amer-~
ican Student Community formed.



The following is a description of
our activities during the TFall
Semester, 1970.

E{COUIITER WORKSHOPS

Over 100 students participated
in the two workshops. People ex-
perienced more meaningful ways of
relating to each other, quite dif-
ferently than with the standard
teas, dances, etc, Comments from
the narticipants were overwhelm-
ingly favorable and enthusiastic.
From these workshops will develop
an Asian sensitivity pnrogram work-
ing with the RICORSO Human Relat-
ions Program of the college. A
regular seven week group program
and a marathon session are being
planned. '

CONFERENCES AT YALE

In mid-October students re-
presenting the newly formed AASC
participated in the two conferences
organized by the AASA at Yale.

One was an organizing Asian/Asian
American/Chinese student groups

on the campuses and the other was
on Asian American studies. In
terms of the Last Coast Asian
student organizing it became
apparent that CCJY plays a signifi-
¢ant role due to having the largest
Asian student population. Yet

it also was apparent that CCWY
Asians had really started moving.
Representatives from approximately
twventy campus groups attended the
meetings. '

URIZERS WORKSHOP, TUTORING CLINESE
STUDEUTS

AASC assisted the English
Tutzorial program to tutor foreign
born Chinese students at CCHY. The
program started this semester.

The bilingual (Chinese-Inglish)
student tutors are salaried '
through the Inglish Department.
This is the initial phase of a much

Studies Center

larger project which AASC hopes to
develop. The English Department

is working on a handbook which would
define the patterns of IEnglish lan-
guage problems unique to foreign-
born Chinese students and serve to
aid instructors and tutors in the
future. TFurther coordination by
AASC would involve working with the
college's School of Education.

LSL (Enclish as a Second Language)
programs in Chinatovn and bilingual
programs involving Chinese at the
high school, junior high school,
and elementary school levels.

CANTOJESE COUIRSE DEVELOPIIENT

Results of the AASC survey.
indicate a very strong interest
of students to develop courses in
Cantonese, the dialect practiced
by the vast majority of Chinese
Americans and by those newly immi-
grated to this country.  The language
is an indespensable skill for
meaningful service in the Chinese
American community. A committee
for developing a Cantonese course
is forming, headed by Richard Chu,
and work has proceeded.

ASTAN AMERICAN COIMMUNITY COURSE
DEVELOPIIEJT

Our intent is to-create a
college program that puts students
to work in .ew York's Asian Ameri-
can communities ‘for college credit
and to demonstrate the validity of
a first-hand, field work education,
One particular program that this
committee, chaired by Koke Fong,
is trying to develop involves bi-
lingual assistance (Chinese-
English), working with Teachers Ing.
of the lower East Side. ilost of
the financing would possibly come
from ‘the Tederal Vork-Study funds
which' are administered by City
College., A 'representative of
Teachers Inc., will be coming to

the College to explain the program

Ed. liote: CCJY is the City Uni-
versity of Wew York.
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‘Asian American
Students Community at
City College of

Hew York

*Finley Students Center
133rd St. 'and Convent Ave.
- New York, New York 10031
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LA MAMA CHINATOWN o
ASTAN AVERICAN REPERTORY THEATRE

The Asian Amerlcan Repertory'
Theater was establlshed in June of
1970 as a sub31dary Workshop group
of the Oriental Actors of America.
At the time of its creatlon, Ching
Yeh, a resident director and play-
wright of 'La Mama Chinatown' Exper-
imental Theater Club was appointed
Artistic Director and membership was
made open to all Oriental Actors vwho
wished to participate.

The first production was Wallace
Stevens' wise play "Three Travelers
Watch A Sunrise", which was present-
ed under an Equity Showcase contract
at the Church of the'Transflguration
in Chinatown, New York City. After
this successful run, Eleen Stewvart
of La Mama ETC, offered the AART a
position as a nucleus group of La
Mama, making all the facilities -
of that theater complex available to
AART as well as many classes to the
members, such as acting, Yoga, music,
dance, and other theater Oriental
classes._ La Mama has always also
given financial assistance to the
group has always also glven flnan01al
a531stance to the group.

‘The orlginal production of "Three

Travelers" was presented under the
auspices of the Arts for Leving Pro-
gram~of the Henry Street Settlement '’
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House at the New Federal Theater in
August. In %eptember, d mu31cal _
revue in anllsh and Chlnese vas pre-
sented by AART as a part of the Chi-.
nese Cultural Festival in Columbus
Park, Chintown. The well received
show was repeated by the Chinatown
Planning Council in October.

In the future; the group will
promote an original play by a con-
temporary playwright, Japanese
American, Kazu Iijima, "Flight from
Hong Kong", deallng w1th mail order
brides from Hong Kong at the Henry
Street Playhouse in mid-December.

AART was establlshed out of the
need of Oriental Performers to find
a place to vork at their trade since
the established theater in this coun-
try seems to exclude Orientals except
in taken numbers in one or two plays
here and there. While AART's found-
ing organization Oriental Actors of
America sought to fight this sort of
dlscrlmlnatlon through polltlcal and
legal means, and has won some .degree
of success in recent months, it is
felt that the Oriental performer can
make a sizeable contribution to the
fight by working in a workshop sit-
uation, improving his own skills and
being presented in plays and revues
that show off these skills and %o)-
ents to the best advantages in the
hopes that agents, producers and the
public in general will realize that
the Oriental is equal to any other
talent in the American theater. The
group is equally divided to giving
an accurate interpretation of the
Oriental on stage so as to stamp out

rac1sm and sterowv; )1hb..

For further information, vrite to:

Oriental Actors of Amerlca
c/o Katie Smith .

200 West 108th Street
New York, Hew York 10025



