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Asian American
Studies Center

Vote Jesse]ackson for
President on April 19 1l

May Ying Chen,
I15th O Delegare

Although this is my first experience in running for any
elected position, I have worked for almost twenty years as a
teacher, community activist, union organizer, and in recent years
immigration counselor, working for the rights and benefits of
Asian people. I was born in Boston, Massachusetts, and graduated
from Radcliffe College in 1970. After college, I moved to Los
Angeles where I completed a Masters degree in Education and
worked at the newly created Asian American Studies Center at
UCIA. I became very active in the Los Angeles Chinese community,
working in youth programs and education, women's rights and child
care, and programs for new immigrants.

In 1979, I moved to New York City with my family. My
husband, Rockwell Chin, is a human rights attorney and member of
Community Planning Board #3. My two children, Donna and Vincent,
attend public schools in New York City.

New York's Asian communities are exciting and dynamic. It's
obvious from living and working near Chinatown that Asians are
indeed one of the fastest growing ethnic groups. In the early
1980's, I was involved in tenant organizing in Chinatown and
became deeply concerned about the housing crisis in the Lower
East Side. I was drawn to support the historic unionization of
Chinese restaurants and worked for two years as an organizer for
the Hotel Employees and Restaurant Employees Union.

Since 1984, I - have worked:  for - Local :23-=25  of the
International Ladies' Garment Workers' Union in the Research
Department. My position as Legal Assistant and now Assistant
Director of the Immigration Project has put me in touch with
hundreds of union members and their immigration and citizenship
cases. During the past year, as I assisted hundreds of
immigrants with their "amnesty" cases and attended countless
meetings in Washington, D.C. on the new immigration law, I
realized how important political policy is for our communities.
In my current job, I also coordinate a large English program for
adults in Chinatown =-- offering evening classes for some 500+
students. I am an active member of the Coalition of Labor Union
Women (CLUW) and English Secretary of CLUW's Chinese Committee.

In the course of my work, I have come to see how deeply

American politics affects our day-to-day 1lives =-- from the
conditions of our housing to immigration laws, job opportunities,
working conditions, education and school issues. I feel I have

the concern and dedication to bring these important issues to the
Democratic Party Convention in July.

Please give me your support and your vote in the New York
State Democratic Primary on April 19!!!



