#22, 1482 Beacon Street
Brookline MA 02146
April 1, 1989

Dear Mr. and Mns. Kochiyama,

1 am sure you do not xemember me, since we met only very briegly, at the
August 6, 1988 street fair in San Francisco. T was in California to meet
a number of people 1 had been corresponding with, <including Barbara
Reynolds and Kangi Kuramoto; 1 was at the memordfal service on August 6,
and had a chance meeting with Kim McKenna. When 1 told hern of my
Ainterest in Hiroshima she mentioned you, and a short while Later she
returned to tell me you were in San Francisco.

One of the things that happened durding that #trhip was, L{n conversation
with Barbara Reynofds, she asked if 1 would be interested in working on a
book about the Worlkd Friendship Center. During the remaining months of
1988, through Letters and telephone calls, our thinking about such a book
changed. Currently, 1 am beginning to work on a book about the process
04 reconciliation between hibakusha and Americans. 1've developed a
proposal \which £s AtilR only a working copy, but will, 1 hope, explain
what 1 hope to accomplish), which 1'm sending along for your Lnformation.
As much as possible, 1'd KLike to examine how American egforis were
perceived by hibakusha. From what Kim tofd me about you, 1 know I would
Learn a great deal from hearing your perceptions of that process.

The reason 1 am writing now 45 because 1 am godng to be in New York the
weekend of May 12-14; 1'€€ be giving a falk at the Catholic Worker on
Friday night May 12, and on Sunday, May 14, will be going Zo a wedding on
Long 1sland. 1 was wondering Lif there might be a chance for me to meet
with you for a while on that Saturday. 1'm stLlL at the eardy Atages of
research, and am eager for suggestions you have about the themes I'm
Ainterested in wniting about, as well as your reglections.

There are a group of s4x hibakusha who are Lin Massachusetts for Zwo
weeks; between them, they will Aspeak to over 30 groups. 1'm one of the
day hosts, offerdng  sightseeing  services--their  kindness  and
encouragement about my verny child-Like Japanese makes all Zhe hours of
work seem worthwhile. Next week 1 am going to Wilmington, to spend a

L week at the Hiroshima-Nagasaki Coflection; Barbara wilf be in Wilmington
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visiting friends for most of April, Ao 1'm Lookdng forward fo the
opportunity to go over material with hex.

1 khnow this 45 asking a Lot, and 1 apologize for taking your time, but I

yeHs.
{% 5;‘hp/ hope 1 might have an opportunity %o talk with you. 1I'm alse enclosing a

copy of the article about American hibakusha that resulted from zhat
August trdp.

Singerely,
achidl
/Rachelle Linner

Asian American
Studies Center



American Hibakusha: Isolated Then and Now

By RACHELLE LINNER

There is a group of Americans for
whom the Second World War did not end
on August 15,1945 — the American survi-
vors of Hiroshima and Nagasaki (the Jap-
anese word for the survivors, “explosion-
affected persons,” is hibakusha.) Their
numbers are small: 751 identified, but
some estimate they number 1,000 or
more. Forty percent of them are women
who came to the United States as war
brides of American soldiers stationed in
Japan during the Occupation; another
209% immigrated in the post-war years.

The remainder lived one of those hid-
den chapters of the war’s history, a para-
ble of the dislocations war foists on ordi-
nary citizens. In 1941 approximately

30,000 Nisei (second generation Japa-

nese Americans) lived in Japan; some

had gone to visit relatives or to receive

part of their education in Japan, and

some to enter into marriages with Japa-
nese nationals. Trapped in Japan when

the war began, they were unable to re-

turn to their homes and families (most of

whom would have been in relocation

camps). Some were accused by the Japa-

nese of spying for the United States; by

Americans that they were working for a

Japanese victory. Caught in the mael-

strom of war they suffered a double isola-
tion, and they remain alone in the years
of peace, dismissed by a government that
says “too bad, you were in the wrong
place at the wrong time,” largely unsup-
ported by the Japanese-American com-
munity, and ignored or manipulated by
political groups.

Kanji Kuramoto was four years old’
when his parents took him from their
Hawaii home to visit his ailing relatives
in Japan; subsequent illnesses delayed
their return, until the war began. “Be-
cause | made that one trip,” he often
says, “the course of my life changed.” The
Kuramoto family lived in Hiroshima, but
Kanji, an engineering student, was two
hundred miles away. It took him two
days to return to Hiroshima after the
bombing. The city he found was flat,’
“nothing. The second day and it was still
burning.” “I saw countless victims dying
— young, old, men, women, children,
babies. I can still hear their voices crying
out for help.”

He found his mother and brother, in-
jured but alive, amid the ruins of what

had been their home, but his father was’

missing. For two weeks Kanji Kuramoto
walked through a city of corpses (“they
looked like dark rotten peaches”) search-

ing for his father. He assisted at a‘make- |

shift hospital. He joined cremation crews;

the odor of burning flesh clung to him so )

that “my. hand continued to smell for i

twenty, almost thirty years.”
He never found his father but in those

weeks of searching Kanji Kuramoto be-

came a hibakusha, a person exEOSed to

lethal doses of the radiation that trans-
formed the new bomb into a weapon that
kills through time.

Since 1947 the United States govern-
ment has spent millions of dollars study-
ing the delayed effects of radiation expo-
sure, identifying a numbing litany of as-
sociated diseases and conditions, rang-
ing from leukemia and other blood disor-
ders to cataracts, multiple myeloma,
solid tumors of the thyroid, breast, lung

and stomach, diabetes and early égﬁg,
Yet perhaps the most frightening of thic
constellation of diseases is the mental
and physical retardation of the youngest
hibakusha, those who were exposed in
utero. The incidence of pathology has be-
come more ominous in light of recent
studies which recalculated, to a lower ex-
posure rate, the radiation dosages hiba-
kusha received, revealing radiation even
more dangerous than previously sus-
pected.

Despite decades of ill health, hiba-
kusha's greatest fears are for their chil-
dren. Many hibakusha have become elo-
quent witnesses of atomic terror, tireless
in their peace work, but the deadliness of
radiation is repudiated with equal grace
by the courage of ordinary, anonymous
men and women who, despite fear, chose
to have children.

In 1957 the Japanese government en-
acted a law giving hibakusha free medi-
cal and social services (and some finan-
cial benefits), a complicated assistance

program that was initially extended only
to a Japanese hibakusha. In 1978, re-
sponding to a suit by a Korean hibakusha,
the medical benefits were extended to all
hibakusha, regardless of nationality. Un-
fortunately, distance and cost have made
it almost impossible for American hiba-
kusha to avail themselves of this care.

They face difficulties obtaining health
insurance, since commercial policies will
not cover illnesses caused by war or
atomic explosion. Cultural constraints
and language difficulties can lead to dis-
comfort when hibakusha raise their con-
cerns and fears with American physi-
cians, many of whom are not trained in
how to take a radiation history. :

Their isolation began to be lessened in
November, 1971, when the Committee of
Atomic. Bomb Survivors in the United
States (CABS) was organized in Los An-
geles; Kanji Kuramoto has been its presi-
dent since 1974.

A major focus of CABS has been legis-
lative efforts to obtain assistance for
medical costs. Congressional action is
necessary because the United States is
exempt from claims arising from “the law-
ful conduct of military activities in war-
time.” A 1978 Congressional study es-
timated such a program would cost
$500,000, a modest figure in light of the
amount spent on studying hibakusha’s
health in Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

Under the sponsorship of the Hiroshi-
ma Medical Association and the Japanese
government, every two years since 1977
a group of p!:){sicians. specialists in radi-

i

ation-related aiseases, nas provided tree
medical examinations of hibakusha in
San Francisco, Los Angeles, Seattle and
Honolulu. 109 people were seen in 1977;
numbers have grown consistently, and in
1987, 379 were examined. A more recent
project was initiated by members of the
Hiroshima A-Bomb Teachers’ Asso-
ciation, which has raised funds to pay for
American hibakusha to travel to Japan
for medical care; to date, fourteen people
have benefited from this effort.

Kanji Kuramoto “would like to put the
whole experience behind me, but I feel
that I must continue trying to lessen the
suffering of hibakusha and to warn peo-
ple about nuclear weapons . . . I still love
American idealism . .. this is what en-
courages me to continue.” Under his lead-
ership CABS has formed links with other
victims of radiation; he serves on the
board of the National Association of Ra-
diation Survivors. A support group,
Friends of Hibakusha, was formed in
1983 to assist in education efforts. Two
of its board members are the novelist
Dorothy Stroup (In the Autumn Wind)

and Steven Okazaki. (His most recent
commercial movie is Living On Tokyo
Time. He has won acclaim for his docu-
mentaries, including Survivers (1982)

' about American hibakusha, and Unfin-

ished Business, a portrait of three Japa-
nese-Americans who refused to go to the
relocation camps. It received a 1987
Academy Award nomination.)

On August 6, 1988, as they do each

year, American hibakusha gathered in a
solemn memorial service. Led by Bud-
dhist,-Shinto and Christian clergy they
offered prayers for the spirits and souls
of those who died forty-three years ago.
The stark simplicity, the restraint and
dignity of the service seemed to render
more painful the memories and grief of
that distant summer day. Two floors be-
low, thousands of people crowded the
streets of San Francisco's Japantown for
the annual end-of-summer street fair.
The incongruous echo of laughter and mu-
sic filtering into the meeting room was a
violent intrusion, harsh and abrasive, but
somehow fitting, a visual and aural con-
firmation that American hibakusha, iso-
lated in war, are isolated still in peace.
Despite that, they persevere.
(For more information, or to make con-
tributions, contact the Committee of
Atomic Bomb Survivors in the United
States, 1109 Shell Gate Place, Alameda,
California 94501.— Eds. note.)
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SUMMARY

This is a request fox a grant for research Leading to a book Length study
about reconciliation Ln pest-war Hireshima. ;

Recenciliation &6 a critically Aimportant concept Ln the promoticn of wordd
peace. Moxe than the cessation ¢f conflict -- which can carry the seeds of the
next wat because of untesclved bitterness -- - reconcillation Ls an active
movement away §rom the emnity of naticns at war to ind{viduals who are able -to
aggirm theix common humanity with those whe were once -called "enemy". This
process, at once painful and full of promise, 48 all the more necessary 4in the
nuclear age, for Lt-i8 the shared threat of destruction that compels us to move
beyond the nation-state to an actualization of wordd-communily.

This study will Lock at the experience of hibakusha, the Japanese word fox
the survivors of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, and those Amendcans whe have worked
with them, as a moded fon how that -change of heart and mind can occur.
The eardy relationship (1945 to 1965) will focus cn Amerdican prejects te
provide direct assistance and hibakusha's selg-help and anti-nuclear work. The
premise of this study 48 that such effonts were necessary devefopments but that
roconciliation has been achieved through the medium of shared wornk against
nuclear weapons. One Locus where that shared work has taken place 45 the Werkd
Friendship Center |founded in 1965). 1ts history and organizaticnal structure
will be studied to understand what has allewed these mutual efferts te take
place, and §rom that analysis those efements that can serve as a model will be
hightighted. This aspect of Hiroshima's story 4s one that deserves detaifed
study; merecver, it 48 a study- that needs to be undertaken with some urgency
because many cf its key players are edderly. :

1 have been actively Ainvclved Ain Hircshima studies since a 1984 research
trip, and have been assured of co-vperation- and assistance fox the archival
rosoarch and interviews that wilf be necessary to complete this prefect, both
in Hinoshima and An-the United States. -



PLAN OF ACTION

Research will be conducted both in Japan and in the United States.

To undexstand the chronclogical/histonical develfepment of the Wornkd Friendship
Center 1 will make wse of axchival materiaf maintained at the Peace Resource
Center at Wilmington College, Wikmington, Ohic. Within that histenical context
1 will specifically focus cn: : B :

*  the chatlenges posed by its commitment to being bi-cultural

*  the interaction between hibakusha and members of the Friendship Center

*  the 4impact of the Hiroshima experience cn the subsequent peace efponts
of American resident directors - :

* -the ornganizaticnal structure of the Frdendship Center, and the models
Lt draws from s
? ¥ the nole it has played in Hircshima, in nefationsidkp to cidy government
and med4ia , - - : - : ;

From this materiaf 1 will extract thcse elements of the Friendship Center's
history-that can serve as mededs gox cthern efforts for reconciliation.

In addition te the archival research, 1 will conduct Lnterviews (by
corrnespendence, tefephcne, o in-perscn, as necessary) with Americans who have
been nesident in Hixcshima and have wcrked with the Friendship Center.
Achival research will take place pricr to those- conversations, 46 as to be
able -te understand the histerdcal context they speak gfrom.

Whife conducting this #xeseatch, 1 wiff be cerrespending with pecple 4in
Hiroshima to pre-arrange Ainterviews. The propesed six weeks ¢f research 4n
Japan will address: : ;

the effect of the Occupation-impcsed Press Code on hibakusha activities

*  the impact of the city's recenstruction cn hibakusha; what steps were
taken tc develop Hixcshima's role a8 an "Internaticnal CLty of Peace and
Culture" : - : :

¥ identifying the key individuals whe were instrumental in develeping the
nspinit of Hiroshima" and the forms of expression (cultural and educational)
that tock ? -

*  how American effonts were received by hibakusha: early charitable efforts
as well as the activities cf the Frilendship Centexr :

Interviews with pecple in Hircshima will be used to crditique conclusions
reached about the moded the Frdiendship Center presents. s :

1t s anticipated that a bock-Length manuscript will result grom this research.
Historically it has been difficult to gind -commercial pubfishers for material
about Hiroshima®<the upceming 45th and 50th anniversaxies of the bombings wi Ll
see an increase in media attention, asimifar 2o what occurred 4Ln 1985, -the 40th
anniversary. Having -a commencial pubfisher would hefp achieve a widex
distribution of the written material resulting grom This reseakch, -but
publishing in fjournals and magazines whife the werk 48 An progress remains an
option, - as -does self-publication. Presentation of material at conferences,
symposiums, and cothex pubfic and educaticnal forums will be a gocus cf my
energy -after completing the nesearch and writing. ;



ISSUE

As used in this proposal, reconciliation 4s the movement away §rom emnity
te an aﬁﬂ&ﬁmaucn cf commen humanity with one who was once the "enemy". Tt L5
a process that-Ls both perscnal and communal; a process that requires Lucldity
after the geverish emotions engendered by wartime propaganda; a process that
acknowledges powerful and painful motives -- rage, despair, guilt, desire fox
revenge, grief, protest, and fear. -Because reconciliation L& a process it
cannot be plotted on a graph, but just as a nation and Lts- c,cuzews can prepare
for war, s¢ can they prepare §cr peace.

Through a study of the relationship between hibakusha and these Americans
who worked with them cx on their behalf |frequently philosophical or religious
pacifists) 1 will Ldentify key elements An the process of /Leconu,&aaan and
suggest a medel that can apply to othex ALtuauonA‘

A study of the pest-war ndatmmh&pa betwee_n hibakuwsha and Americans must
begin with the impact of the Occupaticn-impesed Press Code, censcrship that was
applied most harshly against any writings nelated to the atomic bombings. That
artificial barrdier made -early Amerdlcan-initiated effcrts to assist hibakusha
all-thee mere Lmpertant; besddes the genuine help they provided, these projects
Let Americans see the human face of Hiroshima. Among the better known efforts
are the Moral Adoption Mevement and the Hiroshima Maidens Profect. Less well
known in this country but Ampertant to the Japanese were the Hirnoshima Houses
built by FLeyd Schmee, a professcr of dendrology whe, in spite of the cbstacles
impesed by the Occupaticn, raised funds and went te Hincshima where he built a
total of 19 homes with the assistance o4 »students and hibakusha. These
effents, which might be called "traditicnal chardity", will be evafuated, asb
much as possible,  grom the perspective of the Japanese.

Even during the Occupation hibakusha began to witness to what they had
experienced. -Undexr the Leadership -cf Lits f§4irst post-war maycr, Shizuo Hamad,
Hiroshima's hibakusha pledged te be |(in Mayor Hamai's wornds) "exhibits §ex
peace, 8¢ that everyone in the wordd may know what happened here, and why and
how £t happened, s¢ that Lt may never happen again anywhere." Many cultural,
educational and nesearch efforts were undertaken to that end. Some hibakusha
became - invelved with organized peace groups |extremely political 4in-Japan),
many gravitated tc smaller, grasstcots profects that scught medical and
tinancial -assistance gon hibakusha as well as provided an opportunity fox
anti-nuclear and disarmament activities. : :

These two developments -- hibakwsha's self-help and anti-nucfear work and
American profects te provide assistance -- were necessary o the process of
reconciliation. This L8 net to 4Lgnere the difficulties encounters between
hibakusha and Americans -were fraught w&th the Zegauu 0f war were compounded
by mutual cultural - LQnonance.

1t L8 my contention that reconciliation in Hiroshima was achieved through
the medi{um of shared work against- nuclear -weapens.. The World Friendship
Center, qounded by Barbara Reynofds 4n 1965, 4is one Locus where that shared
work has taken place. The Center's history, which is well decumented, will be
studied te determine what princdiples allowed such oppertunities to occut.
Special attention will be paid to ALts organizational structure, which Ais
bi-culturakl, cemmitted te honest cultural diafogue, and a continuing and
genuine partnetship with hibakusha. 1



ISSUE, page twe

The Centex's work has drawn cn modefs cf earfier, direct service projects,
but most of Aits efforts (including a Teacher Exchange Program, peace
pilgrimages, translation and editing of educational material, a hosted §ox
Ainternationad visitors, and prejects that support hibakusha's educaticnal and
cultural -activities) are an expression of co-operation with hibakusha.

The Friendship Center's structure has included American resident directorns
and bi-Lingual Japanese hosts, most of whem have served one to two years in
thein rodes. Many of them have continued to be active 4n peace and social
justice concerns, and this study will attempt to discern if the Hiroshima model
has affected their future work. - - : :

Those elements 4in this history of hibakusha and American relationships
that suggest themselfves as models that can be dupficated in other situations-of
histordical conglict will be highlighted. - 3 :



APPLICANT DESCRIPTION

Since 1984 1 have been a student of the many facets of Hiroshima's story,
frem the history Leading to the develLopment and wse of the -atom bomb to its
medical, scclat, and- physical consequences. These studies have been both
Antetlectual -and personal, as any prolonged endeavor wsually is. When 1
think about this {nvclvement 1 am aware ¢f the prominence of reconciliation, as
a hope and a reality. . B

Reconciliation £s part of my §inst memory about Hiroshima. 1 assume 1 had
Learned about it-in high school, but the name Hitoshima became real to me in
1972 when 1 saw a set of graphic, viofent sbides, shown by Father Richard
McSorkey, a Jesuit priest, a professon of theology at Georgetown University.
It was Learning abcut his war time history, as a prisoner of war of -the
Japanese, captured whife a seminary student in the Philipines, that entwined
Hiroshima and reconciliation. Despite his sufgering log- which he spoke only
sparingly) he condemned unreservedfy the- atomic bombings. The memory of his
outrage over the carnage caused by the bomb surfaces often when, each August,
media attention on Hircshima and Nagasaki elicits Letters and arxticles arguing
that what happened there was fust revenge for-Pearl Harbox. : ;

In 1973, when 1 §4inst heard hibakusha speak, 1 heard not only their wonds
"{t L8 war we hate, not Americans", but felt "the spirit of Hiroshima" conveyed
by the sheex fact of theixr presence in the United States. : :

Recenciliaticn -- a desite tc heal the suggering engendered by the
disbocations of -war -- has been the theme o4 countless conversations, many
entered inte casually, whife talking tc pecple abcut my wiiting and Lnterest in
Hiroshima. i : ~

One ¢f the main motivations §ox my activist Lnvolvement Lin peace and
social  fustice concerns has been trying tc understand, and contribute

te

a precess that seeks te resclve emnity. This process has special impert Lin the
nuclear age, when Lt 48 an Aimperative that the constraints 66 nationalism be
rejected. On a different, mere immediate Level, 1 have been able to bring this
Ainterest tc bear in my fob as a -mediatexr and howsing specialist in an evicticn
prevention program. |1 intend to take an unpaid Leave of absence to cenduct

this xeseatch and writing. |

In 1984 1 was able tc spend a menth in Hitcshima la self-ginanced trip)
and interviewed more than {orty people, - dncluding hibakusha, physicians,
whiters, historians and students. The results of that trip wexe a numbex of

essays and reviews, samples of which are included with this proposal.
addition to my wiiting, 1 have assisted in a numbex of educatienal profects.

In
1

have edited material transtated grom Japanese; have handled - the publicity and
distribution of The Meaning of Sutrvival la pictoral history published by
Hiroshimats newspaper]; have worked with pecple 4n Japan -to §ind a publishex
for an- English transtation of A Voice From Heaven (the f§irst collection of
hibakusha testimony to be pubLished in Japan, through the  Hiroshima YMCA in
1946); and have given assistance to a -number of Japanese neporters in research

profects.

In the fall cf 1966 1 began Studying Japanese at the Harvard Extensicn
Scheol, kLess for the attainment of fluency than 4in an effort to develop
cubtural sensitivity. This has allowed me te maintain a correspondence with
pecple 1 had met in Hiroshima. 1 have had the opportunity to meet with
hibakusha when they are in the United States for conferences and speaking
engagements.  Such perscnal contacts sustain my more academic studies about



APPLICANT DESCRIPTION, page two
Hiroshima .

Time has abraded the arrogance that Ainformed my earfiest writing, a
pretension that 1 "understeed" Hiroshima. 1 have featned much, 4in part because
of good-teachers, both 4in Japan and 4in the United States, men and wemen whe
have a deep commitment to hibakusha.

One teacher has been Barbara Reynofds, the founder of the Wordd Friendship
Centex, with whem 1 have correspended since 1984, When we met in August, 1988
she suggested 1 woxrk on this nesearch project/book, and her {nvefvement and
guidance has been 4invaluable. In  additicn to providing anecdotal and
analytical material, she has previded me with Aintroductions to key people in
the Friendship Center's history, both in Japan and in the United States. :

In Hitoshima, 1 will be abfe %o again recelve assistance grom volunteer
interpreters. ; : :

1t is irenic that mest wiiting about Hiroshima focuses entiredy on the
destruction unteashed cn August 6, 1945, and very -£ittle about the process of
reconciliation and peace activity that has mirrcred the physical reconstruction
of the- city. The steps KLeading to wax can be 4iscfated and understood, but
equally important are steps that Lead tc peace. -Enough time has passed that
the process can be studied 4in Hiroshima, and its Lessons, -of restoration and
moral courage, can be made available to pecple. -1 have found in this history a
partial antidote tc¢ the despair and powerfessness cof the nuclear age, and 1
have committed mysel§ tc shating that antidote with others. My perscnal and
professional skiLLs mesh in this work and 1 befieve that, with {inancial
assistance, 1 will be able tc make a contributicn te the dialogue abcut war and
peace. ; : . ;



