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MALCOIN Xs NIS LEGACY

Men hove 1lived and dled for freedom, but in the k0O yoore®
history in imeries, perhops onljsfesr-who struggled in this lood
stend out in megnitude for their valor, persistence, intogrity,
end macienea. A1l % are of mxﬁﬁn@w&."mi&
Douglas, W.E.l. Du Dols, larcus Gerveyyend Meleoln X, Feleoln
could well be the conposite of his dfree predocessors, for those
W&ammmmowwswwmrammm
pride in his color ond heritope; knowledge of his indigenous cul-
ture; repossession of his identity; end tho selveging of his true
self-conseiousness s initiel steps towerd being & free ond whole
entity. For this leborious work in sn unfecling, depreceting so-
clety, come the chilling vitrlone rocction of being dubbed us
bleci: mclnta-

fbvm, the words of ¢ 19th Century poet, Sir lenry Teylor,
well epitomizes these remepfible titens deleted from Americon
history:

*sSuch souls

Whose sudden visitations doze the world,

Venish like lightning, but they leave behind

A voice thet in the distonce for away

Wokens the slunbering ogos.®

Maleoln's denth Sunday cone os & shaettering blow to the
mntold numbers who followed himg comprehbended end believed in his
coneepts, end were uilling to follow his nreconts.
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fhe nevspepers immediately sttributed the essimination
to the essumption thet Malcoln wes going to name his essellents
publicly, and for this reason was killed to be silenced, Play-
ing hesvily on thet engle, ond bullding a erescendo on the
feuding of the two Fuslim factions, the real reason pay have
been diverted. C‘Ini‘:lgsi:o::tpg:usim that he was stilled becouse
the week prior, he steted thet he was going to snnounce his proposed
plen of eetion, something the powor structure feared, knowing
that 1f such o progrem wes dedlered ond lmunehed, a glant step
for freedom might begin.

Like Larumba, whose life wes snatched through insidious
memns et the helghth of the Congo's struggle ogeinst paternol-
isem end towards Africa's independence, lMalcolm®s life, too, was
vhiskod avey st o cruciel hour of Afro-Americen liberation.
Helcoln was also the only current link who bridged the gep be-
tween Africe and Afro-Americens.

Though costigoated end villified invidiously by the Estab-
lishment ond the press, Maleoln stalwertly chellenged end ox-
posed the irmorality of the power structure; the illusion of
the constitution; the duplicity of the systen; the implety of
the Christion connclence; the hypoerisy of the Americsn Droons
the misconception of the Anericon way of life; the embigulty
and deviating tactics of the mess news medis; end the odiunm ond
maligrancy of the perpetrations ond perpetustion of reeclsn clock-
ed in respectability, propriety, do-good-ism, snd evem elegence
end dignity.



Only a week cerlier, the newspeper heedelines vhipped up
nysterin, seresming out that three Afro-inericens and one Cane-
dien hed givded their efforts plotting to destroy cherished /e
ericen she#ineos. Whether this wes & police fabricetion ondfoy
provocation, or & meens of subverting end inciting feer of bleck
militency ond depicting Afro-imericens as terrvorists, the feet
is, these seolected symbold nover exocted their significence in
reality, ond stend today, rether as platitudes than nonuments
to pgrestness, sttesting to the sham and pretense, the hollowness
of meny Americen emblems. Their assumed plan evoked furor end
uprooy, but it should reveel the need to rectify distortions or
concede to the pretext end misrvepresentation of gloried monumends.

“hatover diapautigt;l gt these ceses, whatever mmishment
noy be meted out to thosepinvolved® such a bold set would heve
exrosed truth to the core. It is notable thst should such a story
have any velidity, their imegination did not choose humen lives
to wresk their vindication, as did the bombers in a Dirminghem,
Hissiseippi Sunday Schoole

Also in context with this news-story, wes the part desling
vith the divisive measure used by the power structure (now knoun
25 terror structure) end police force in enticing a chosen, “trust-
cble” Afro-imericen to Infiltrate militant groups oo on investi-
gative sgente During the Africen slave trade, white nen pitted
tribes ogeinst fribes in cepturing sleves, ond rowverdddf the co~-
operative bribe with guns, food, etes On Southern plantations,
the house-liggroe's 1ife, often esuloting the master’s, wves a for
cry from the course, imbruting life of the field Negroes. lal=



coln: often roiterated these toftics used to destroy unity nd
cohesivencos omong Dis people. nfortuncotely, the seme unrocon
cilinble cloavepe still eoxistss the house-llagro versus the
chotto-ized field /fro-incricons.

last yeor, for every driblet of civil rights "bestowed®
upon black reople, the nation potted esch other on the beck,. To
Veleoln, this wes grogs insult end en offyront, os rightfully

}' to felt--ss oll others ave gronted thelp rights, imcunde
ties,| ocnd protection through the constitution,

lcolm's discgreentnt with civil righters whio were strive

irg for integration wves bosed on the kind of integretion nonie
feoted in /nericen soclety, vhether liorth or South, Fest or Weot,
in school, business, or social world, Integrotion wes o cotter
of token desegregetion, suporficiol scceptence, or o gesture of
condoscendence. ‘‘clcoln wes wise in Inowing thet integration
could bte & form of slovery, thet in order to bo “coceptsdle®™ one

Ao
must blesch his vslues to conforn uztb/\tge power structurelild

{L«W’" ¢ ‘\fmu? Aegumbdatin, ) to e ks Slunda do e Gatane :
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he hated, weres tyremny, oppression, disfrenshisement, exploite-
ticns enslovement~-whother physicsl, mentsl, oz psycholcgicaly
rece bunilietion, stigmetizings stultifying conditions; econonic
end political sggrescion internationelly; foreign intervention
and encroochuents ond the degreding ond vesting of huren rosours
cecs In his brief life~tine, he bated with intensity, the hor-
rendous, confining, ond unjust prerequisites reveeslod in this
comtry, in Africe, tnd elsovhore, which docent people enyuhiore
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Pew, however, have such courcgee lost peorle in movements
todoy assuoge ond nollify thelr protest for the sake of reeiel
harmony ond smeliorating raee relations, thua,v digressing fyonm
the strugple for freedoms Dut how could none-Afro people undor-
stend enyway? As immigrents, they vere never placed in “eoli-
tery confinement” ond immoblilized, for they were pert of the
homogenized fvericon febrie that helped to weave the demercation
lines, welling in block people in theiyr prisons. /And, this so-
phisticated, ‘rightoous’ society hes made the emotion, hete, 2
crime; not caring whet or vhere the hete is aimed.

Whet lelcoln loved was cerefully omitted, or nover mention-
ed in the vhite press., [e loved humonity: the quality of being
a humen being. Ile loved dignity; the ettribute of being esteon-
ed. Fe loved justice; the priftiple of dealing justly with men.
He loved freedom; the state of being free, the sbsence of re-
straint or repression, le loved life in its vholoness ond beau-
ty unconfineds ond with passionate compassion.

ie died young, &n ebullient, encrgizing packsge of vitali~
ty, strength, knowledge end perception. Physically magnificent
end eloguently erticulste, he exuded fortitude ond intrepidness
vhile digesting ond diffusing informetion, wisdom, and truth.
Despite being o nerked men by some of his own peoplo, htm

s mwamnnghiam,mrmmmuatm. % “‘7%
Heniny Hemaadzolai but not dogmatic nor pedantic. Hunpukehz;a}

the langusge of his peopleg mmsmmwmau— Abk:yy

Jocted to; and arzumﬂy dedicsa himself to the most njmm.,
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the most degrodede~the to-izod.| Hocould-eloctrify a room by
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his presence; nagnetize on oudience, but he wos no nystic.

Ilis -ebetruse source of ‘meﬁty was his sincerity, hunility,
forbearance, selflessness, and & keen sesitiveness to the neoeds
of others. iis nost generous gift to his people were the hours,
déys, months,y ond yearse-the unlimited time that he spent speake-
ing to them on the streets and in hells to liberste and rennoe

YA

vate the heretofore indoctrinated minds end wills,

lie also treveled widely, speaking to colleges throughout
the fzm&% axvayu apeuing o?rto\t‘b& gfv&ms of his people
penetrat!mly- ‘“‘I-ast yee 1é mode & trip to the Middle Eest
ok S N S S T religion, and inpellod
his confidence in the brotherhood of o1l men., He confered with
digniteries throughout Africi, relaying the conditions of “anoyrt-
heid® in Ameprice ond rellying their concern.

Freodom, he oft emphasized, wes inhereng; that men has no
right to the audeeity of giving frcedom to onothers MHon only
withholds it from snother. Thus, if robbed of freedom, men
sust retrieve whet is rightfully snd inherently his, wes his
belief,

Despite the intensity of his committuwent to the freedom
struggle, Melcolnm exalted fowily 1life. On the occesion that ho
introduced Abdul Rshmen lohommed Dabu, the Tenzenian leader, to
his people, he mentioned that Dobu 1s proof thet o *revolutionory®
can also be a good fomily mene leolcolm's oun 1ife illustreted
the point sueeinetly in the unity snd kinship of his immedieste
fonily. R L p e

_~ He wes o devoted husbend to the women who mmuﬂﬁ;o\
/hlm, the finest in womenhood, ond who in turn, rodioted the love




she received. ie wes a petient, soft-spesking father to his four
children whom he odored; the £ifth, whom he shall never see. Ag
“a lender, he wes unusual in his appreciation of his followers,
mme_m allegisnce with attmuméés'“and CONCOIMe
: As to his quotation, "the chickens coming home to roost,®

it ig still as he explicated it, thet ™what goes out, comes
back¥32/ "thet whetever is sowm 1s resped”; "thet what is plant-
ed, will growf The seads of violence cen only create violence.
The question, howewver, is who first sowed the vioclence?

The dictionary definition of violence is: “the exertion of
force, physicel cr moral, with its referonce to its effect on
other then the agent; the violent troatment, procedure, profenn
tiong the desecration and defilementy the Infringerment, vatrage,
end ssseult on enother; foreidle or destructive actiony unjusti-
fiable alterstion of wording or senses.® All these 2re then the
perpetrations, the very acts of violence on Afro-inericengpecples.

Thus, it is true that ligleolm lived end died in a state of
violence; a violence that he did not create; it was already
there. The Americen climate, from the begimning of its history,

was entrenched in violence, obvious paipable from its system .
o 1ev e el o B St g
8 seerpcbtiong enous :
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of this land to & demeaning 11fe on reservations. +t vas this &5

same violence that won for this nation, the rccumlation of po=-

wver, wealth, resources, and land, under the guise of adventur-

ous spirit, builfling new frontiers, croating new worlds, econo-

nic assistence, end huneni tarisn W#AWQWW destien, 7
Heleolm wes surrounded with violence, ws were all his peoplos

it emsnered his every move. She supposed violence of lalcold's,



artfully created by the neuspspers was nisleading and converse
as to the direction that the violence wes oined. IThe forces of
destructive sction (and newspapers ployed a prine role) vere
G R by I ol o MRS wwxw Ll L e
asgeinst him, ¢t no enount of intimidotions, terrorizing, do-
filement, or pressure, could still his vociferations, curtail
nis dountlessness; nor emesculate his nanhood. Unwaveringly,
he seid whot wes needed to be saide

The Azericsn poet, Dougles Mallock, wedte:s “Coursge isg to
feel the doily deggers of relentless steel, end keep on living,”
fhis he d1d overy doy 6f the pest two years, fooling the "daily
doggers® coursgeously, until his last breath Sundays J&0. 211465

Hormem Dougles, a Seoteh writer, once quoteds "Ho greet
men is ever born too soon or too lote. Uhen we say that the
umum#lmtwmwmteemuty,wwmbym-
plicstion that this very men ond no other is required.®

Malcoln, however, wes more than a groat nen. He was an
inathene to those vho profligated the rights of b}.%:;k peoples
He wes en Epie, vho personified heroic action. He wves en Bpoch,
the sterting point of a new period or a striking event. He weos
e Phenomens, © rare foct or an exceptionel person. le wes 8
Fountsinheed, a source of a streem from vhich cunenated strength
and hope.

Yot, becouse of the System's wily weys of destroying his
imoge, the most irreparable enguish, is thet meny of his own
people depreciated his efforts, were cmbarressed by his vocalig-
ing, or censored his sctivities. !e was the glantekiller, often




alone, with no allies bﬂ words to expose the hypoerisy cnd

duplicity of lofty pronouncements, «nd to pierce the swelling

venity of & nation that might have known true greatness had

they let him =nd his people enter thelr wall of stone.

His prormmd‘ legacy is his mfinite lov; for &i (blwapggrw Q}/\,{?&t‘_
that ke irepered them for fresdon.’ To—sii- =
c@}aa leaves the fzet to ponder, that a man can endure the (J~pC
denuncistions, allenation, constrictions, indignities, insultsjg

Vileilecice !
all the combined forces of vitriolizing iniquities, without ni-
tigeting end equivocating his stand. Uheat-a-souree—of power-if

race,'\ and the ho

“the: sha&las%hind«thw»
oL q “2 ohe

Regardless of one's race, religion, citizenship, ta have
lived in the same era ss this remarkeble man, should be a per-
sonal gein of new percepticns and proportion s in the affirmo-
tion of humanity.

laleolm®s idea of freedom is likened to that &8 Robert
layden, the Afro-imericen poet, who personified it in his tri-
bute to Frederick Douglas, ass

*This besutiful and terrible thing

As needful to men as air, as usable &s 'aam;

Truly instinet, brain natter, reflex action, diastole,

systoles
Not the goudy mnabo-—;vmbo of politicicnSeecee"

u"‘ M” MLM (4’71""’""‘”‘"’“
May Harlem-proudly and unitedly exalt this peerless Spare

s that the memory of his greet-

ness end sacrifice, the love znd esteem of his people can be
comn
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com'umicnted to the world, ond lis vocirérﬁtiﬁrs\egginst
s TR & QA
evib roverberste, that nen' will have the courcge to continue
4 vivne  fuimesa SotT
the unfinished strurgle towords a—truer— » for which

he gave his life.

But more than monuments, memorials, ond tributes, may he
be remembered, es lHayden eloquently trensmitss:

"Rememberede.s...

Hot only by statues rhetorie,

ot Just by legends, and poems, end wresths of bronze
alone,

But by the 1lives grown out of his 11re,

The lives fleshing his dream of the beaufiful,
needful, thing."
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