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Center’'s Web Site Named
Top 5% by Lycos
The UCLA Asian American Studius Center web site has been named
m ane of the “Top 5% web sites by Lycos far content and design.

According to the Lycos review: "Come here to get an in-depth Toak
at the programs and resources in Asian American Studies available
at UCLA, along with other related Web resourcus.”

TheCenler's web site, swhicliis updated regularly, includes informa-
I tion on undesgraduate and graduate classes in Asian American
Studies, unduergraduate and graduate degree programs, scholarship
information, ﬁn:_ﬁ.mvnﬂuaﬁa gvents, publications and resources,
and information for contacting facuily and staff. Alseincluded onthe
site is an extensive list of links relating to Asian Amesicans.

TheCentur's web site was designed by Gene Moy, wha also currently
serves as coordinator of Astan Community Online Network {http:/
Jwwiwvige.apcorg/acon/}, the nation's premicre web site for news
about Asian American community issues, The Center's site is main-
{i 1ained by Tam Nguyen, o recent UCLA graduate wha is now study-
ing for his teacher’s credential at California State University, Fulier-
lan.
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New Asian Pacific American
Community Directory Now
Available from UCLA

The new edition of the Asian Pacific Istander Commminity
Diirectory —tisting more than 750 arganizations in Les Ange-
les and Grange counties — is now available for 515.

The discctory includes a comprehensive listing of social
service agencies and commanity crganizations, ethnic me-
dia, Asian American Studies college programs, Asian Pacific
Amnuerican college student services, gay/lesbian/lsexual/
wranspender arganizations, sebsites and email addresses.
Organizations are also erosselerenced by ethnic groups
and seevice categories,

Thedirecloryis a project of the Student/Community Projects
unit headed by Meg Malpaya Thornton of the UCLA Asian
American Studies Center, Coordinator for the project was
Nancy Kim, a graduate student ia Asian American Studies.

“Wahape the directory wilt be a valuable resource and assist
people and (heir organizations in supporiing Asian Pacific
Istander communities,” said Nancy Kim.

To arder the directory, call Darryl Mas, (310) 825-2968 or
contact him by e-mail {dmar@ucla.edu).  Mailing fabels
generated from the Connmeaity Direclory databasecan alsobe
ordered for $50.
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Center Joins President Clinton’s

Race Relations Initiative

Neww Videos and Workbook Will Expand National Discussions to Include
Understanding of Multiethnic Relations in Los Angeles

The UCLA Asian American Studies Center is joining with
attoeney AngelaOhand theMulticultural Collaborative (MCC)
in Los Angeles to expand President Clinton's Initiative on
Race Relalions.

TheCenter is assisting Oh, who is s member of the President’s
panelon Race Relationsin America, 1o develop a workbookto
accompany & bwo-part video on multiethnic relations in Los
Angeles. The video project is being coordinated by Oh and
newsman Warren Ofney of KCRW, the public zadio station-

Russell C. Leong, editor of Amerasia fournal and head of UCLA
Asian American Studies Press, and Gary Philips, Director of
the Multicuitural Collaborative, will be serving as editors of
the workbook.

IS “The videos and the workbook will help expand national

fscussions of race relations beyend the common White-

Bl ﬂ“ﬂpmm&mﬁ?: explains Leong. “Through the video and

accompanying workbook, people across the U.S. will learn

about the intriguing dimensions of possibilities occurring
within L A.'s multiethnic communities.”

Topics to be covered in the workbook include changing
i demographics in Log Angeles, problems affecting new immi-
_ grant communitics, igsues in public education, gangs and
i yeuth viclence, mn:anw.wmmcmm and race, the impact of media
on race relations, issuss concerning transportation equily,
and community-based dispute mediation services relating to

race relations,

Among these contributing essays {o the workbook are Linda
Buraham, Denise Fairchild, Hal Fairchild, Regina Freer, Rob-
ert Garcia, Franklin Gilliam, Isabelle Gunning, Bill Ong Hing,
Kenneth Hinze, Shanto fyengar, Christine Littleton, All
Modarres, Don Nakanishi, Henry Pachon, Jaime Regalado,
Franklin Wu, and others.

r.., 1997, Angela Oh, an attorney in Los Angeles for the law
firm of Beck, De Carso, Daly, Barrera & Oh, was appointed to

President Clinton‘s seven-member commission to lead the
national dinlogue on race. She is the only Asian American on
ihe panel.

A long-lime leader in the Asian American community, Oh is
past president of the Korean American Bar Association and a
leader of Women's Qrganization Reaching Koreans here in
Los Angeles, She rose to national prominence fellowing her
appearance on Niglillinz as anadvocate for Korean immigrant
concerns and multiethnic understanding during the Los An-
geles Riots/Uprisings. Before embarking on a career infaw,
shie received her bachelor’s degree from UCLA. She is a
founding member of Asian Pacific Alumni at UCLA. Aloog-
time supporler of our Center, she will be honored at the
Centar’s 1998 Awards Dinner (sec pages 4-5).
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eans “Free,”

By Pa Xiong
“1 ate Nite with David Letterman.” I'm laughing. Really hard.

My younger sister calls from Fresno. She sounds sad. Soft-spoken. I'm lying comfortably
on an old couch my roommates and I had found earlier this Fall. She asks me if I've heard.

Heard what?
The suicide. The suicide, Pa. There’s been another suicide.

A few days later. A single envelope arrives for me. I recognize her writing. Iknow what is
inside. Two roommates are there in the apartment with me. So I hide. I go inside the
bathroom and Ilock the door. 1carefully tear open the sealed flap. Hook inside. And quietly.
Very quietly. I cry. Tragic news. On white paper, English words replace the faces of the
Hmong dead. Exploited are my people, hidden behind the faded Xeroxes of token
compassion.

On September 13, 1997, twelve days after I turned 21, twelve days after I received the legal
right to drink, Hmong refugee Ye Vang, 59, strappeda black nylonstocking around her neck,
tightly fastened it to the bed post of a wooden bed frame thathad been turned on its side, and
readily escaped to another world. All the while, she is in a sitting position. Lost.

While it had only been a few days since [ had begun to enjoy my newfound rights asan adult,
Vang had been fearing the loss of hers for the whole past year, as an illiterate and elderly
refugee, dependent upon Supplemental Security Income benefits for her disabilities.

The Welfare Reform Act of 1996 has devastated Hmong communities across the US.
Initially, this law cut government benefits such as SSI, AFDC, and food stamps from allnon-
citizens, children and elderly included. However, it excluded U.S. veterans and those who
could prove that they had worked in this country for more than ten years.

Little did the U.S. goverrunent consider how drastically it would affect Hmong elderly. This
Jaw has created fear as they contermnplate how they are going tosurvive ina capitalisticworld.
Upon their arrival into the U.S. in the 19705, the government gladly handed over welfare
checks to these refugees. Instead of receiving language skiils, job training programs, and
educational tools, they were put on a system of receiving welfare. Now after 20 years, the
same government tells them that they are no longer eligible for such aid.

The Hmong, now barely becoming visible in America’s land of oppertunity, have been long
connected to this country. During the 1960s, the Hmong were recruited by the CIA to fight
the commumnist troops of North Vietnam. By that time, Laos, too, had becomehometoitsown
communist troops, the Pathet Lao. About 10% of the Hmong population, or around 45,000
men, joined the CIA operations, 70% of whom were between the ages of ten and sixteen.
Known for their strength and knowledge of the mountzains, these boys were not given
education, but rather machine guns and taught to kill. My father was nearly one of these
recruits. Hetells menow, “I'was lucky. Iwas oneof the very few that wasableto goto school.
Working for the government saved me from serving in the war.”

About half of the 400,000 Hmong population in Laos were killed by September of 1570. By
1975, when the U.S. dedided to withdraw from Vietnam's War, the Hmong had already
suffered the highest casualty rates of any ethnic group. An estimated 50% of the Fmong
popudation of Laos was wiped out.

As allies of the U.S., the Hmong desperately sought shelter amidst the postwar period of
rampant persecution in Indochina. The unwritten contract with the CIA was now in
question. Suddenly, America had forgotten its original promise — to protect the Hmong in
case the war was lost.

Today, there are over 150,000 Hmong refugees in America. Theserefugees came unprepared
and psychologically scarred from a war-torn Laos. The shift from a primitive lifestyleto a
First World nation has been a difficult one. Located mostly in central California, Minnesota,
and Wisconsin, Hmong refugees have overwhelmingly high welfare dependency rates. In
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CrossCurrents, the newsmagazine of the
YJCLA Asian American Studies Center, keeps
readers abreast of current Center programs, in-
cluding graduate and undergraduate programs,
research projects, publications, faculty activi-
ties, student perspectives, relevant university
and cornmunity issues, and programs not spon-
sored by the Center but in the province of Asian
American Studies, CressCurrents is published
twice yearly {Spring/Sumrrer and Fall/Winter)
and distibuted in the community by Center
staff. Itis also mailed free to ali subscribers of
Amerasia Journal, Others who would lke to
receive CrossCurrents through the mail should
subscribe to Amerasia Journal (see information
on page 15). For more information about activi-
ties and programs of the UCLA Asian American
Studies Center, contact: 3230 Campbell Hall,
Box 951346, Los Angeles, CA 90095-1546;
phone, (310) 825-2974; World Wide Web —
www.sschet.ucla.edufaasc

counties such as Fresno, Merced, and Tulare,
where over 65,000 Hmong reside, the wel-
fare rate is 70%, higher than that of any
immigrant group. Officials estimate that
62% of Hmeng families in the US. rely on
government aid.

Becausedependencyrates aresc high within
Hmong communities, the Welfare Reform
Act has stirred up much controversy. Espe-
cially for elderly Hmong, who are illiterate
and unable to take the citizenship test, this
law has created a fear large enough that
many have committed suicide. In Dane
County, Wisconsin last spring, two older
Hmong killed themselves, one by hanging.

However, what sets Ye Vang's suicide in
Fresno apart from these prior suicides isthat
the law was amended this past surnmer, two
months before its Oct. 1 effective date, to
restore benefits to legal residents. Yet, even
after receiving news that her S5I would not
be cut, she still took her life.

This feeling of unwantedness has impacted
families across America. Many have con-
(continued on page 14)
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Famous Activist at UCLA for Spring Quarter as Visiting Fellow

By Malcolm Kao

For the Asian American Studies Center and
the entire UCLA campus, this Spring Quar-
ter will be a spedal one for two different
reasons. Number one: Yuri Kochiyama, one
of the most influential civil rights activists in
the history of America, has donated most of
her collection of works and personal itemns to
the Asian American Studies Center Reading
Room and UCLA Special Collections. Num-
ber two: Kochiyama is also a Visiting Fellow
at UCLA, working on her autobiography
under the auspices of the Japanese American
Endowed Chair.

During her lifetime, Kochiyama has been
involved with many events in Asian Ameri-
can history and has made guite 2 name for
herself. Working on everything from the
Redress movement for Japanese Americans
to the releasing of political prisoners, to the
protest against the Vietnam War, she has
become somewhat of an icon in the activist
community. Many people have studied her
work, and one person even made a docu-
mentary film about her entitled “Yuri
Kochiyama: A Passjon for Justice.” This has
made theavailability of her coliecHon, not to
mention her autobiography, someof the most
highly anticipated materials documenting
Asian American history.

The Yuri Kochiyama Collection, which con-
sists of various periodicals, organization
documents, speeches, pictures, etc., will serve
as a window into this woman's life for stu-
dents interested in her work. These materi-

Malcolm Kao Wins Beok
Collection Award

Malcolm Uyematsu Kao won first prize in
the undergraduate division in the Univer-
sity Research Library for the Robert B. and
Blanche Campbell Student Book Collection.

Maleolm won $600 for his collection, “The X-
Files: A Malcobm X Book Collection.” Ac-
cording to Malcolm, it'snotsomucha collec-
Hon as it is a way for him to getto know who
Malcolm X was. “Iwas named after him, and
for the longest time I wanted to change my
name because I wasn’t really into the name
Malcolm,” ke told the Daily Bruin. “Whenl
read his autobiography in high school, I got
really interested in him and felt really proud
to have his name.”

Visiting Fellow Yuri Kochiyama (center} with Asian American Studies Reading Room
Coordinator Marji Lee {left) and Assistant Coordinator Raul Ebio {right}.

als, which are being organized for micro-
filming and preservation at the morment,
document everything from her early daysin
interrunent camp, to her participation in the
redress movement, to her special friendship
with Maleolm X. The woman's history is a
long and diverse one, and her coilectionis a
direct reflection of that. With her collection
being at UCLA, the university now has its
hands on one of the most highly sought-after
pieces of Asian American history.

“With UCLA Special Collections already
having the foremost Japanese American his-
tory collection with JARP (Japanese Ameri-
can Research Project), the Yuri Kochiyama
collection was an important one to obtain
because of her significance in JA history,”
said Marji Lee, coordinator of the Asian
American Studies Center Reading Room.
“For the AASC Reading Room, Kochiyama's
collection will help strengthen our Asian
American Movement collections, which we
starfed with the Steve Louie Collection.”

But something almost as important as the
gift of this special collection is the fact that
Kochiyama will actually take time out of her
busy schedule to visit the UCLA campus.
Although the purpose is mainly to finish her
long-awaited autobiography, Kochiyama
will be available for appoiniments and will
evenhave “brown-bag” lunchesonceaweek
to give students an opporfunity to meet and
have conversations with her. While some

may question how spedial of an opportunity
thisreallyis, considerthe factthat Kochtyama
rarely strays from her New York City home
and usually only does so to visit her family.

“T'm really excited about having the oppor-
tunity tomeet and talk with Yuri,” said Ellen
Wu, an Asian American Studies graduate
student. “T'veread and heard so muchabout
her, I see her visit as a great opportunity o
converse with not only a prominent person
in Japanese American history, but in Asian
American history as well.”

(Malcolm Kae is a third-year undergradunte at
UCLA who is helping to catalog the Yuri
Kochiyama Collection for the Asian American
Studies Center Reading Room.)

UCLA Summer Session o
Offers Classes in Asian
American Studies

Four classes in Asian American Studies will
be offered during First Summer Session at
UCLA from June 29 to August 7. Classes
include Asian American Studies 100A and
100B, covering history and contemporary
issues, respectively; and Asian American
Literature since 1980. Each class carries four
units of credit. Also offered is our eight-unit
Asian Pacific Communities in Hawaii with
University of Hawaii at Manoa.

For more information, call UCLA Summer
Sessions, (310) 794-8333.
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flay 19, 7 p.m.

Ragal Biltmore Hotel
Bowniown Los Angeles

with o spocial tribute {o
Thien Mink Ly (1971-1996]

Procoecds benefit scholarships
and fellowships for Asian
American Studies

Dinner Commitiee

Dinner Sponsor
Chiyoko Doris Hoshide

Dinner Co-Chairs
john E. Kobara
Lilly V. Lee

George & Sakaye Aratani
Governor Ben Cayetano
Vincent D. Chang
Suellen Cheng
Deborah F. Ching
Prosy Abarquez de la Cruz
Professor Cindy Fan
Lestkie Keiko Furukawa
Doliy Gee, Esqg.
Emma Gee
Kathryn Hirano, Esqg.
Judge Ernest Hiroshige
Fred Hoshiyama
Professor Shirley Hune
Florante & Rose Thanez
Tom Iino
Joel & Ave Jacinto
Professor Jerry Kang
Herbert G. Kawahara
David L. Kim
George Kiriyama
Stewart Kwoh, Esq.
Dr. Munson Kwok
Professor james Lubben
Vivian Matsushige
Mike Mitoma
Royal Morales
Albert Y. Muratsuchi, Esq.
Professor Robert A, Nakamura
Professor Dennis Ogawa
Ed & Lisa Pai
Greg Santiago, Esq.
Hy Shishino
Joon & Nita Song
Wesley Tanaka
Casimiro Tolentino, Esq.
Anna Tran
Bill Y. Watanabe
Judge Delbert & Dolores Wong
Kent & Jai Lee Wong
Gerald Yoshitomi

1998 A

wards Dinner Speakers

s

A £
in New York City, where his pare

Bill Lann Lee
Acting U.S. Assistant Attorney General
for Civil Rights

Bill Lann Leeis Acting Assistant General for Civil Rights at the
U.S. Department of Justice. Prior to this appointment, he
served as Western Regional Coundil for the NAACP Legal
Defense and Educational Fund, the civil rights law firm
founded by thelate Supreme Court Justice Thurgood Marshall.
He also served as an adjunct professor of Political Science at
Fordham University and as counsel to the Asian American
Legal Defense and Education Fund, He wasborn and raised
nts owned a small laundry. He credits his late father, who

experienced bigotry despite his military service to his country, with providing the inspiration for
a career in civil rights law. He received his BA from Yale and his JD from Columbia.

Albert Carn

UeLA Chancelior

esale

UCLA Chaneellor Albert Camesale became the eighth chief
executive in the university’s history on July 1, 1997. Before
joining UCLA, he was provost of Harvard University. He
grew up in a fenementin the Bronx, New York, and earned B.5.
and M.S. degrees in mechanical engineering at Cooper Union
and Drexel University and a Ph.D. in nuclear engineering at

North Carolina State University.

1988 Awards Dinner Co-Chairs

Lilly V. Lee

Lilly V. Lee, chairperson of Lilly International, is an entrepre-
neur who was elected as the first woman chair of the World
Trade Center Association for Los Angeles-Long Beach. She
formed her first real estate investment partnership in the
1970s with Hong Kong investors and now has partnerships
and strategic business alliances in many countries. She serves
on the Executive Board of Directors of Bank Plus Corporation,
Fidelity Federal Bank and Gateway Investment Services, Inc.
She is a cofounder of Asian Pacific Women's Center and an
honorary chair of Asian Big Sisters. She is the recipient of the
1996 UCLA Asian American Studies Center Business Award.

John E. Kobara

John E. Kobara is President and CEQ of The Home Education
Network (THEN), a global provider of distance learning for
the continuing higher education market. THEN has the
exclusive worldwide electronic rights to more than 4,500
courses offered by UCLA Extension, the nation’s largest
single-campus-based continuing higher education provider.
Previously, heserved as Vice Chancellor of UCLA, Executive
Director of the UCLA Ahwrmni Association, and Vice Presi-
dent and General Manger of Falcon Cable TV. He graduated
from UCLA with a B.A. in Political Scence and Sodology.
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Angela Gh
Social Vision

A native of Los Angeles, Angela
E. Oh currently serves on the
| Advisory Board of President
{ Clinton's Initiative on Race. An
: attorney, she is a law partner of
Beck, De Corso, Daly, Barrera &
Oh and has been a leader in the
organized bar and civic organi-
zations, including Korean
American Bar Association and
Women's Organization Reach-

i ey ing Koreans. Shehasalsoserved
on the Los Angeles City Human Relations Commission and Califor-
nia Women's Law Center. She holds a B.A. and master’s in Public
Health from UCLA and is a cofounder of the UCLA Asian Pacific
Alumni.

R e

T W e

Charles Weo
Bistinguished Public Service

Charles Weo is the co-owner and
CEQ of Megatoys, a toy manufac-
turing and import/export com-
pany in downtown Los Angeles,
which recently was honored by
the Los Angeles Area Chamber of
Commerce as one of seven out-
standingbusinesses. Hewasalso
instrumental in creating the “Los
Angeles Toy District” in a down-
town industrial atea. Aside from _
his business actvities, he serves b !
on the boards of over a dozen organizations, including Asian Reha-
bilitation Services, Inc., Chinese Americans United for Self Empow-
erment, and YMCA of Metropolitan Los Angeles. Woo came to Los
Angeles from Hong Kong at age 17 to attend UCLA, where he
majored in Physics and graduated in 1972 Summa Cum Laude, the
school’s highest honor. He also holds an M.S. degree from UCLA.

Sumi Sevilla Haru
Distinguished Arts & RMedia

Sumi Sevilla Haruisa vice presi-
dent of the AFL-CIO and is a
producer, actor, electronic and
print journalist, writer and poet.
She is national recording secre-
tary of the Screen Actors Guild
and cofounderand national chair
of SAG’s Ethnic Employment
Opportunities Committee and a
co-drafter and negotiator of the
affirmative action clauses of the

‘ FEEDE. national Theatrical and Commer-
cials contracts. She is also producer for the City of Los Angeles
Cultural Affairs Department. She is one of 12 nationally selected
Asian and Padific Islander “Women of Hope” featured in an educa-
tional study guide by the Bread and Roses Cultural Project.

Minoru Tonai
Lifetime Achlievement

Minoru Tonai is a cormmunity and
business leader who has also pro-
vided strong leadership to UCLA
for the past four decades includ-
ing the Nisei Bruins Club, Japa-
nese American Studies Chair
Comunittee, and UCLA Founda-
tion Board of Trustees. Borm in
SanPedro, he grew upintheJapa-
nese community of Terminatl Is-
land. During World War II, he ;
was interned at Amache. A vet- ik | s
eran of the Korean War, he graduated from UCLA in 1955 witha BS
in Business Administration and embarked on a successful business
career. He has also served the community as a leader of many
groups, including the Japanese American Cultural and Community
Center and Japanese American National Museum. He has been
retired since 1987 although continues to work as a part-time man-
agement consultant to high technology start-up comparnies.

Chivoko Doris Hoshide, Class of 1934
1928 Awards Dinner Sponsor

Chiyoko Doris Hoshide of Rockville, Maryland, is a long-time supporter of the UCLA Asian
American Studies Center. Along with her late husband, Tosh, she endowed two scholarships
for undergraduates: the Chidori Aiso Memorial Scholarship, narned after her late sister; and
the Tosh and Doris Hoshide Scholarship. A graduate of the UCLA class 0f1934, Mrs. Hoshide
was a pioneering member of the Chi Alpha Delta sorority at UCLA, the oldest Asian American
sorority in the nation, founded in 1929. In 1995, she donated to the UCLA Research Library’s
Special Collections Department her personal collection of rare photos, newspaper clippings,
and other docurnents on the early years of the sorority. “We are deeply honored that Doris
remains so fully committed to the goals and mission of our Center and has done so much to
insure that students will have the resources to gain a UCLA education,” said Don Nakanishi,
Director of the UCLA Asian American Studies Center.




6 SPRING/SUMMER 1998

CROSSCURRENTS

Eirst of its Kind in the Nation

With the goal of “crossing ethnic boundaries and disciplinary fron-
tiers through new media technologies,” the Center for
EthnoCommunications has been founded at UCLA under the lead-
ership of Professor Robert Nakamura of Asian American Studies
and Film and Television.

The project is the first of its kind in the nation and will be linked to
the UCLA Asian American Studies Center. Currently, Professor
Nakamura is Associate Director of the Asian American Studies
Center.

“The mission of EthnoCommunications is to develop programs
which allow diverse peoples and cuitures to reclaim and promote
their histories, experiences, and contributions through the study,
analysis, and vigorous usage of media technologies,” states Profes-
sor Nakamura. “Research, theory, and applicationare collaborative,
cross-disciplinary, and interactive.”

According to Amerasia Journal editor Russell C. Leong, who hasalso
played a leading role in the project, EthnoCommunications links
Ethnic Studies and ethnographic research with emerging media
technologies to treate interdisciplinary opportunities for scholars,
students, and community-based individuals and groups.

“Rapid developments in video and digital technologies,” states
Leong, “have made it possible for previously neglected or sub-
merged communities to visually document issues around their
migration and settlement, and their cultural imagery and artistic
expressions.”

Thus far, the project has received a grant from the National Endow-
ment of Arts (NEA). In addition, UCLA's Office of Instructional
Development (OID) and the Institute of American Cultures (JAC)
have provided academic support.

EthnoCommunications will build on the pioneering work of com-
munity filmmaker John Esaki who for the past fwo years has taught
the Video Ethnography & Documentary Workshop through the
UCLA Asian American Studies Center. Esaki's work has been cited
by UCLA’s Office of Instructional Development asa model program
for curriculum integration projects throughout the uriversity.

Proposed programs of EthnoCommnications include the following:

¢ Degree Programs: A proposed EthnoCommunications Interde-
partmental Degree Program at UCLA will draw upon faculty and
courses in Ethnic Studies, Urban Planning, Anthropology, Film and
Television, Public Policy, Social Welfare, Literature, Women’s Stud-
jes, and Public health.

o Media Initiatives: A proposed Comununity Arts Preservation
Demonstration Project will integrate resources of artists, scholars,
and community groups to develop models for documenting artistic
expression; the Communities in Transition program wili chronicle
through video new and emerging communities; a Life Lines Video
History Project will document present-day lives of people from
cornmmaurdties.

o Campus and Community Partnerships: These partnerships will

Leaders of the UCLA Center for EthnoCommunications (from left to
right): Leslie Ito, graduate student in Asian American Studies; Russell
C. Leong, editor of Amerasia Journal; Professor Robert Nakamura; and
comraunity filmmaker John Esaki.

include programmatic linkages with departments on the UCLA
campus, an intercampus consortium with UC departments and
programs, and linkages with long-time community media institu-
fions across the nation.

For more information about the UCLA Center for
EthnoCommunications, contact Professor Robert Nakamura, (310}
206-8889, e-mail (RNAKMUR@ucla.edu).

Amerasia Journal Publishes Cumulative
Index of Articles from 1971-1997

Amerasia Jowrnal, the nation’s oldest scholarly publication in Asian
American Studies, recently published a cumulative index of all
articles and reviews it has carried in its 26-year history: from1%71to
1997.

The updated and expanded cumulative index was compiled by
Ellen Wy, a graduate student in Asian American Studies at UCLA,
and builds on a similar compilationby Yen Espiritu, now a professor
at UC San Diego, that was produced in 1988, Between1988and 1997,
over 330 scholarly articles and essays, 100 literary writings, and over
250 reviews of books were published in Amerasia, reflecting a
doubling of materials over the 1971-1987 period.

“Within Asian American Studies, the Amerasia Journal occupies a
unigue position as the interdisciplinary jowrnal that has helped to
strategize the intellectual discourse on Asian Americans for 26
years, reflecting the evolution and spaces of the field itself —
political, discursive, designated, and transnational,” stated editor
Russell C. Leong.

For information about obtaining the cumulative index, contact
Parryl Mar, (310) 825-2968 or e-nail (dmar@ucla.edn).
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New Minor in Asian American Studies Also Offered

UCLA Establishes Joint Master’s Degree Program
in Public Health and Asian American Studies

UCLA has established a joint master’s de-
gree program in Asian American Studies
and Public Health, The three-year program
allows students to obtain two degress, an
M.A. in Asian American Studies and an
M.P.H. in the School of Public Health.

The program, which began this winter quar-
ter, is designed for students interested in
combining a strong social science and hu-
manities background with a professional
career path in public health. It will bejointly
administered by faculty from the School of
Public Health and the Asian American Stud-
jes Center.

* Asian PacificIslanders are the fastest grow-
ing population in the United States,” said
Geography Professor C. Cindy Fan, chair of
the Asian American Studies Interdepartmen-
tal Program. “Yet the paucity of academic
lcnowledgeaboutthesecommunities,sodaﬂy
and medically, restricts the ability of com-
munity health leaders to develop and define
programstomeet theincreasing healthneeds
of this heterogeneous population. This de-
gree program will enable students to under-
stand the cultural and social influences of

By Diana de Cardenas

health conceptualizations and behavior, thus
allowing themto develop morerelevantand
effective programs for the well-being of
members of these communities.”

The master’s program formalizes the exist-
ing links between the Center and the School
of Public Health. Both have a long-standing
history of providing health and sodal ser-
vices to Asian American comumnunities lo-
cally and nationally.

Studentsinterested in thejoint programmust
apply separately to the master’s program in
Asian American Studiesand the M.P.H. pro-
gram. Acceptance to one program does not
guarantee admittance in the other. Students
in the program will have access on a com-
petitive basis to the grants and fellowships
that are offered in both divisions.

Professor Fan said the concurrent program
is the first of several the Asian American
Studies Center is submitting to the univer-
sity for approval. Other proposals include
joint degrees with social welfare, law and
urban planning. “Students graduating with
an Asian American Studies M.A. degreeand
a master's degree in the professional schools

Professor Margorie Kagawa-Singer of the
UCLA School of Public Health and Sodial
Welfare has beennamed new Book Review
Editor in the field of Social Sdences for
Amerasia fournal.

At GCLA, Professor Kagawa-5inger holds
a joint appointment in Asian American
Studies and Public Health and speatheaded
recent efforts to create the joint master’s
degree program involving the two disd-
plines.

“Jamvery pleased to have the opportunity
towork with Professor Kagawa-Singer, es-
pedally because she is a fellow alumnus of
San Francisco State University,” said
Amterasia Journal editor Russell Leong.

As the new Sodal Science Book Review
Editor for Amerasia Journal, Professor
Kagawa-Singer succeeds UCLA Anthro-
pology and Asian American Studies Pro-
fessor Kyeyoung Park, who served in the

Amerasia Journal Names Professor Margorie
Kagawa-Singer as New Book Review Editor

(s

b

po for the past two years.

Professor Park is currently on one-year
leave from UCLA under a fellowship from
the Russell Sage Foundation in New York
City, where she is working on her second
book.

will be uniquely equipped with expertise
and skills that will enable them to serve an
increasingly diverse population and/or to
pursue rigorously a doctoral field in a re-
lated field,” she said.

This year, UCLA also approved the estab-
lishmentofa minor in Asian American Stud-
ies, which replaces the specialization that
had beenin place for morethan 10 years. The
minoer complements the existing bachelor's
and master’s programs.

“The minor was established in order to sat-
isfy the growing demand of non-Asian
American Studies majors for a systematic
education in the field,” said Professor Fan,
who expects between 350-450 students to
enroll in the minor. “This marks yet another
development of Asian-American studies at
UCLA that even more solidly secures its
leading position in the nation.”

UCLA has the largest program in Asian
Arerican Studies in the country — with
more than 2,000 students enrolled in classes
and 70 courses taught each year, A totalof37
faculty and more than a dozen visiting pro-
fessors teach courses each year.

The M.A. in Asian American Studies was
established more than 20 years ago and re-
mains the nation’s only master’s program in
that field. The bachelor’s degree was estab-
lished in 1994 and is currently one of only
five B.A. programs in the country.

“We have an extremely diverse curriculum
with courses in perhaps a broader cross
section of disciplinary areas than any other
program in the country,” said Center Direc-
tor Don Nakanishi. “There reaily is no pro-
gramin the country that canrival the array of
disciplinary approaches through which we
can examine and share the Asian-Armerican
experience.”

UCLA’s geographic location, which lies in
themidst of thelargest Asian American com-
munity in the U.S,, is an important factor in
the overall growth and interest in Asian
American Studies. Asian Americans make
up more than one-third of the overal stu-
dent population and close to 41% of the
freshman class.

(Diana de Cardenas is a Public Information of-
Jicer for UCLA.)
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Center’s New Graduate Students Bring Diverse
Backgrounds and Academic Interests to Field of
Asian American Studies

Reflecting diverse backgrounds and equally
diverse acadernic interests, the 10 students
comprising the new first-year class in our
Center’smaster's degree programbring new
intellectual vitality to the field of Asian
American Studies. Students in this first-year
cdlass hold research interests ranging from
literature and literary criticism to public
policy, from drama and creative writing to
community studies. Members of the first-
year class hail from sites in the Asian Ameri-
candiaspora: Honolulu, Philadeiphia, Texas,
Alabama, the Philippines, Saigon, France,
and “beautiful downtown Burbank.”

Stdents during their first year of graduate
work are taking advanced courses in Asian
American Studies, including core courses
taught by Professors Valerie Matsumoto,
Jingi Ling, and Don Nakanishi.

Jeffrey Arellano Cabusao wasbomin Hono-
tuiu, but grew up most of his life in San
Diego. He did his undergraduate work at
Oberlin College in Ohio, where he doubled-
majored in English and Cross-Cuttural Eth-
nic Studies. He participated in Oberlin’s
Asian American Alliance and coordinated
courses on Asian American Literature in the
Experimental College. “I entered the M.A.
program to gain a greater appreciation of the
history of the Asian American Movement
and the responsibility of Asian American
Studies to promote progressive collective
social fransformation,” he states. His re-
search interests focus onsocial theory, Astan
Asmerican literary studies and pedagogy, and
Third World liberation movements of the
late 1960s and early 1970s and their relation-
ship to the current Asian American Move-
ment.

Edgar Dormitorio was born in Torrance and
raised in Carson in Southern California. He
completed his undergraduate work at UC
Irvinewherehewas president of Kababayan,
the Pilipino American student organization,
and worked with the UCI Cross-Cultural
Center. "My Asian AmericanStudies classes
at UCI had a major impact on me along with
organizational and community work,” he
says. "My professors and advisors pushed
me to enter the UCLA M.A. program, and it
seemed like a natural course to take in order

R

Presenting the first-year class (from left to

nghi)

e

, back row — Ioan.n onzales, Edgar Dormitorio,

May Ly Moua, Randail Park; middle row — Dee Dee Nguyen, Lacan de Leon, Pavid Lee; front

row ~ Jeff Cabusao, Paul Tran, R. Bong Vergara.

to better understand my community. The
dlasses I took at UCT and the classes ] am
taking here offer me a chance to tell my own
history.” Cusrently, Edgar is interested in
researching the Anti-Martiai Law movement
in the U.S. against the Marcos dictatorship.

Joanne Gonzales was born in San Diego and
attended UCLA as an undergraduate spe-
cializing in Asian American Studies. She is
interested in pursuingresearchabout Pilipino
American literature, especially grappling
with the issues of labor and sexuality. “1
entered the M.A. program {o gain an inter-
disciplinary background in the field of Asian
American Studies,” Joanne states. “Tt's im-
possible tofocus onliterature withoutknow-
ing the historical, social, and political con-
texts which affect its production and inter-
pretation.”

David Lee was born in Philadelphia and,
accordingtohim, “grew upeverywhereelse.”
He attended UCLA as an undergraduate,
where he help found an Asian Americanand
pan-ethnic theater group called “Lapu, the
Coyote That Cares” with fellow students
Randall Park and Derek Mateo. The group
performed & number of plays that were at-
tended by standing-room-only audiences of
UJCLA students. IntheM.A. program, David

is focusing his thesis on Asian Americans
and comic books.

Lakandiwa M. de Leonwas bornin west Los
Angeles and raised in “beautiful downtown
Burbank.” “I come from a musical family in
the Philippines and have been involved in
Pilipino cultural production since I was six
or seven,” he states. He received his B.A.
from UCLA in Sodiology and Asian Ameri-
can Studies and entered our M.A. program
todoresearch on the Pilipino Americancom-
munity. His research interests focus on
Pilipino American youthculture, specifically
hip hop and the development of the Pilipino
Arnerican DJ scene. He aspires to teachina
university or community college setting.

May Ly Moua was born in France and lived
there for eight years before moving to the
US. in 1984, where her family settled in
Texas. “Having been apart from the Hmong
for such a long period of ime, my parents
decided to seftle in Fresno, which ishome to
one of the largest Hmong communities in
America,” she states. “After trying various
businesses, my parents were able toopenup
a retail shop selling traditional Hmong cos-
tumes as well as fabric, shoes, and clothes.”
A 1997 graduate of UCLA, May Ly entered
our M.A. program to examine broader is-
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greater app
‘the history ¢

sues in the Asian American community and
how these relate to the Hmong. Shewants to
contribute to the growing literature on the
Hmong in America from a Hmong perspec-
iive.

Dee Dee Nguyen was born in Saigon but
grew up in Santa Ana and San Diego. She
graduated from UC San Diego and worked
with an anti-tobacco education program in
San Diego’s Asian Pacific community. She
came into our M.A. program “to find myself
and answer questions about Asian Ameri-
can Studies,” as well as to gain insight into
Asian American history and network with
community organizations. Dee Dee is inter-
ested in a mumber of research topics: the
current Nike boycottinvolving the Vietnam-
ese American community, Vietnamese
Armerican transnational identify, and Asian
American youth violence.

Randall Park was bomn and raised in Los
Angeles and attended UCLA as an under-
graduate, specializing in Asian American
Studies, and cofounding the theater group,
“Laps: The Coyote That Cares.” “I entered
the M.A. program to get a better under-
standing of the issues surrounding Asian
Padific people,” he states. “Hopefully, the
program will shape my consciousness in
positive ways.” Randall’s main research
interests center on television and fim. He
aspires to make a movie.

Paul Tranwas born in Huntsville, Alabama,
but grew up in north Long Beach. As an
undergraduate, he studied 20th century his-
tory at Stanford. He came to our M.A. pro-
gram to expand his knowledge of Asian
American history and current issues. For
this M.A. thesis, he wants to focus on the
Vietnamese community. “Tam planning on
doing an oral history project on second-
generation Vietnamese Americans, who are
vastly neglected due to their refugee and

W e

Graduate students {from left to right} Joanne Gonzales, Paul Tran, and Dee Dee Nguyen rigor-

et aeo

ously debate research issues in Professor Don Nakanishi's class.

newcomer status in this transnational,
postmodern, poststructural, anti-egalitarian,
heterogenic society,” he states.

R. Bong Vergara was borm and raised in San
Esteban, Iokos Sur, Republic of the Philip-
pines. He did his undergraduate work at

Grad Students Complete
Eight New M.A. Theses

Eight new theses were completed in 1996-97
by students in the Center's M.A. program,
according to Asian American Studies Li-
brarians Marji Lee and Raul Ebio. Compiet-
ing theses were:

Theresa Bartolome Cenidoza, “ Asian Pacific
American Entrepreneurship and Commu-
nity Economic Development,” 1997.

Annalissa Arangeon Herbert, "Growing Up
Brown in America: The Filipino-Mango Ath-
letic Club of San Francisco, 1938-1955, 1596.

Richard Kenneth Jong, “An Urgency in Our
Insurgency: Perspectives on the Formation
and Maintenance of an Asian American
Music Collective,” 1996.

Dawn Bohulano Mabalon, "Filipina Pio-
neers: The Pinay in Stockton, California, 1926-
1946, 1997,

Darryl Mar, “Cultural Production and Pub-
He Art: The Destruction and Impending De-
cline of a Political Project,” 1396.

Lisa Michelle Mortimer, "Caught in the
Cross-Fire: The Nisei Week Eurasian Queen,”
1996,

Sharon Shin Park, “Generational Transition
within Korean Churches in Los Angeles,”
1956.

Kariann Akemi Yoketa, “From Litte Tokyo
to Bronzeville and Back: Ethnic Communi-
Hes in Transition,” 1996.

{JCLA, where he worked on the curricular
reform campaign for Pilipine Studies and
Tagalog classes. For his M.A. thesis, Bong is
focusing on Pilipine American poverty, es-
pecially the pathway to poverty and the role
of the state and the influence of Philippine-
U.S. relations in the creation of poverty.

Asian American Activism
Conference to Be Held at
UCLA May 15-16

“Serve the People” — a canference on Asian
American community activism — will be
held at UCLA’s Kerckhoff Grand Salon on
May 15-16 under sponsorship of Asian Pa-
cific Coaliion and Asian Pacific American
Graduate Students Association. The free
conference is funded by Campus Programs
Committee of the Program Activities Board.

“This conference is designed to bring pro-
gressive Asian Americans together from dif-
ferent parts of the country to develop an
analysis of the crucial issues facing Asian
American communities and a progressive
strategy for work around theseissues,” stated
Scott Kurashige, a History graduate student.

Topics to be addressed include: Interracial
Unity and the Struggle for Liberation, the
Legacy of the Asian American Movementi,
Contemporary Working-class Struggles,
Fighting Sexism, Electoral Work, Inner-City
Poverty, Econornic Justice and Welfare "Re-
form,” Police Brutality, Cultural Work,
Teaching Asian American Studies, Organiz-
ing Asian Workers, Environmenial Justice,
International Solidarity, Service Providing
vs. Community Organizing, Global Restruc-
turing and Student Activism.

For more information, contact Scot.t
Kurashige at (310) 206-4438 or e-mail
skurashi@ucla.edu
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Filipino American Veterans “Served but

When the radio blurted a plea from Presi-
dent Rooseveit for all Filipinos to join the
fight against fascism and Japanese aggres-
sion, he felt the need to uphold the American
values of freedom and democracy instilled
in him while growing up in the Philippines.
He wanted to be a soldier. Just like other
Americans, he put hislifeonhold and joined
the U.S. Army to protect his nation.

After relentless bombing by the Japanese,
Bataan surrendered on April 9, 1994, He
became 2 Prisoner of War and along with
others was detained in make-shift barbed
wire confines while forced to march during
the day. The prisoners suffered from food
and water deprivation, as well as the tortur-
ing effects of the heat and humidity of the
tropical summer. Consumed with fright, the
22-year-old soldier witnessed comrades die
of thirst or from the piercing metai of bayo-
nets when some attempted to flee. Fear of
death alone motivated him to continue his
plight as more and more corpses littered the
90-mile trek from Bataan to Pampanga.

As the solider and his comrades reached
Pampanga, more atrocities awaited as the
Japanese herded them like animals into con-
centration camps. Hunger and thirst gnawed
his stormach ashis will tosurvive grew weaker
and weaker as each day passed. His daily
rations consisted of rice sprinkled with wa-
ter and a cup of water. The solider wore the
same clothes for months and was not ai-
lowed to wash. Swarms of mosquitoes at-
tacked with impunity at night to continue
the torture. The horrendous conditions
caused malaria, dysentery, and other ail-
ments. The soldier became disillusioned
with life as one by one his comrades in battle
became ill from malnourishment and dis-
ease. Tens, then hundreds, died each day.

The soldier suffered for six months along
with thousands of others. One would as-
sume that these men would be highly deco-
rated by America at the end of the war. This
is a wrong assumption. He was but one of
the many invisible Filipinos in World War i
whose accomplishments went unnoticed.
Thesolider received nothing for his services.
He wasn't honored like other veterans, de-
spite the blood he shed, despite the courage
he displayed in such extraordinary circum-
stances, despite his attempt to protect the
democratic goals of America. Even though
he fought side by side with Americans, he

By Roderick Sasis

was no longer their equal after the war. He
was no longer judged by his military valor,
but by the color of his skin.

On July 26, 1941, President Franklin D.
Roosevelt issued a military order which
mobilized the Philippine Commonwealth
Army and Old Philippine Scouts under the
US. Armed Forces. This order stemmed
from U.S. sovereignty over the Philippines,
even after the passageof the Philippine Inde-
pendence Act of 1934. The Act provided a
ten-year transitional period for the Philip-
pines to acquire full independence from the
1JS. Meanwhile, the U.S. maintained au-
thority over the Commonwealth, such as
stationing armed forces in the Philippines
and uponorder of the President, to calltothe
service of the U.S. Armed Forces all military
forces organized by the Philippines govern-
ment. Roosevelt used this authority to call
into service 200,000 to 300,000 Filipino men.

Instead of honoring the services of those
Filipinos who survived torture and others
who died to ensure the freedom of both the
U.S. and the Philippines, on February 18,
1946, the 79th Conggess of the U.5. passed
the Rescission Act of 1945 which denied
rights and benefits to members of the Philip-
pines Commonwealth Army because their
activities were not considered active service
under the U.S. Armed Forces.

“Filipinos were promised benefits, and the
Rescission Act took away those rights. [ feel
stabbed in the back. It's like saying that my
experiences inthe concentration camps were
not worth a damn,” said 74-year-old Peping
Baclid, a former Filipino prisoner-of-warand
survivor of the Bataan Death March.

The Rescission Act did award disability and
death benefits on the basis of one Filipino
peso for each dollar authorized, yet denied
benefits for those who were lucky to survive
torture and extraordinary conditions.

Today, most of the 70,000 surviving veterans
are forced to live on S8I (Supplemental Secu-
rity Income), Food Stamps, and Medicaid
and die without VA burial benefits. For 51
years, these veterans have waited, asked,
and demanded eligibility for full veterans’
benefits, but have been denied. Many left
their families and irmigrated tothe U.5. and
became naturalized citizens to fight for their
rights. Some havebecome disillusioned with
not only the situation but alsowith America,

Many yearn to go back to the Philippines to
escape such blatant discrimination.

“T am alone in San Diege. My family here
consists of my fellow Filipino veterans who
1live with. I am getting too old. Ijust want
to get my benefits and return to the Philip-
pines, for the last few years of my life,” said
79-year-old Evaristo Edguido, a Filipino
former prisoner-of-war who also survived
the Bataan Death March.

Filipino veterans, though, have refused tobe
complacent. Theirvoices needed tobeheard.
Challenges to the constitutionality of the
Rescission Act of 1946 have reached all the
way to the Supreme Court in the cases of
Harris ». Rosario and Califanc v. Torres. The
Court affirmed the constitutionality of the
Rescission Act due to three factors: the U.S.
never imposed taxes on the Philippines, an-
nual benefits to Filipino veterans are too
costly and would reach two billion dollars
per year, and the full payment of benefits to
Filipino veterans could disrupt the Philip-
pines economy due to the exchange rate
from dollars to Filipino pesos.

Today, the Filipino Veterans Equity Bill (H.R.
836), cosponsored and introduiced by Repre-
sentative Bob Filner from San Diego, is wait-
ing for a hearing in the House Veterans
Affairs Committee. It would provide the
yeterans and their families compensation for
their services, butmost importantly, itwould
restore the respect and justice taken away
from them 50 years ago.

“1¢'s not abowut the money. It's about justice,
about human dignity, about human rights,”
said 80-year-old Germinio Delaliana, forrner
prisoner-of-war and survivor of the Bataan
Death March.

Currently, there are 11 cosponsors in the
Senateand 186 in the House, indluding some
of Congress’ most notable members such as
Senator Alfonse D'Amato (R-NY). Forty
more Senators and 42 more Congressmen
nead to cosponsor the legisiation. However,
House Veterans Affairs Committee Chair-
man Bob Stump and cther Republicans are
blocking the Equity Bill from a vote.

Demonstrations by Filipino veterans sup-
porters have been held from Los Angeles to
Maryland. InL.A., veterans staged a hunger
strike and a round-the-clock vigil at "Equity
Village” in MacArthur Park, named after
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their World War Il military leader. This past
Veteran's Day, a march and rally were held
that culminated on the steps of L.A. City
Hall, while in Maryland a dozen Filipino
veterans, as palibearers, carried the black
coffin of their “fallen comrades” to the gates
of Arlington National Cemetery to catch
President Clinton’s attention.

Why should this issue be so important to
Filipino Americans today, especially the
youth? Why is it important to me? The 22-
year-old soldier I described in the beginning
of this articie is Gregorio E'janda, my “lolo,”
my grandfather, a personal hero — but just
another pawn in the eyes of the U.S. govern-
ment. He enlisted in the U.S. Army in his
native town of MasinJoc in the province of
Zambales, knowing full well that he might
never retumn. He fought to ensure that his
family and his descendants would enjoy free-
dom, as did the rest of the Filipino veterans.
They sacrificed their blood and their lives,
and now the U.S. government is refusing to
acknowledge them and deems them to have
been “inactive” participants in the war.

We owe these veterans — men we can all
consider our “lolos” — utang ng loob, a debt
of gratitude. Five Filipino veterans die each
day out of the 70,000 still alive while waiting
to receive recognition for their services. We,
especially the youth, cannot forget their
achievements to ensure the freedom that
their children {our mothers and fathers) en-
joy. The veterans are in the twilight of their
lives, while we have just begun. It is our
responsibility to join in their struggle be-
cause their issues are our own. Unless we
take action, we are always going to be con-
sidered “second-class” citizens, or hyphen-
ated Americans. Mt is up to us fo fight for
equality, not just for our elders but for our-
selves and our future generations as well.

It is time to take back what we rightly de-
serve.

(Roderick Sasis is a sophomore ai ICLA.)

Asian American Studies Center
and University of Hawaii
Presses Launch New Book Series

Books by writers Frank Chin and Gary Pak and scholar David Yoo are the first three
offerings in a new series from the UCLA Asian American Studies Center Press and
University of Hawait Press. Editor for the series — titled “Intersections: Asian and
Pacific American Transcuttural Studies” — is Russell C. Leong of UCLA.

Bulletproof Buddhists and Other Essays by Frank Chin, the first in the new series, contains
six essays spanning the past 40 years, including a piece from the early 1990s covering
Southeast Asian gangs in San Diego. According to Leong, Chin's writings are “thought-
provoking, furious, hilarious, tough, outrageous, erudite, and compassionate all at
once. Frank Chin is perhaps the most instantly recognizable voice in Chinese American
writing today.”

Chin is the author of two novels, Donald Duk and Gunga Din Highway, and a collection
of stories, The Chinaman Pacific and Frisco R.R. Co., for which he won the American Book
Award.

Gary Pak’s A Ricepaper Airplane, the second book in the new series, is set on the fringes
of a Flawaii sugar plantation in the 1920s where a dying immigrant envisions building
an airplane — from ricepaper, bamboo, and the scrap parts of a broken-down bicycle—
to carry him back to his Korean homeland and to his wife and children. Pak has created
“3 heroic story of loss, of deep love, and of rebirth,” according to Leong.

Pak is on the writing faculty at Kapi‘olani Community College, Honolulu. His
collection of short stories, The Watcher of Waiptna, won the Association for Asian
Asnerican Studies 1993 National Book Award for Literature.

The final book in the new series — New Spiritual Homes: Religion and Asian Americans,
edited by History Professor David K. Yoo of Claremont McKenna College — is
scheduled for publication in December 1998. According to Leong, this book “invest-
gates how religious traditions, movements, and institutions have bean vital for Asian
Americans, past and present. Through essays, expressive works, and resource materi-
als, it reframes the religious landscape and brings into view the experiences of Asian
Americans.” Covered in the book are a range of topics: Chinese American Protestant
nationalism, the development of Filipino American folk religion, law and religion
among American Sikhs, and Taiwanese Buddhism in southern California.

Formoreinformation on this new series, contact Russell Leong —phone, (310 206-2892;
e-mail (rleong@ucla.edu}.

Intersections: Asian and Pacific American
Transcultural Studies

UCLA Asian American Studies Ceonter Press &
University of Hawaii Press

Series Editer: Russell C. Leong

Bulletproof Buddhists and Other Essays
By Frank Chin
Available in April 1998 in cloth and paper

A Ricepaper Airplane
By Gary Pak
Available in May 1998 in paper

New Spiritual Homes: Religion and Asian Americans
Edited by David K. Yoo
Available in December 1938 in paper
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From the Estate of UCLA Alumnus Reiko Uyeshima

The UCLA Asian American Studies Cen-
ter has received a gift of $150,000 to estab-
lish an endowment in the names of Ms,
Reiko Uyeshima, Reverend Taigaku
Uyeshima, and Mrs. Yo Uyeshima to pro-
vide scholarships for undergraduates
studying in a field relating fo Japan or the
Japanese American experience.

According to Center Director Don
Nakanishi, the gift represents the total es-
tate of the late Ms. Reiko Uyeshima, a
UCLA alumnus, who had an extremely
difficult and yet remarkable life. She was
horn in Waipahu, Hawail on April 15,
1924, and was sent to Tokyo, Japan, at the
age of five to live with her uncle’s family.
At the age of 11, she came to Los Angeles,
where she joined her parents, Reverend
Taigaku (of Zenshujin Buddhist Temple)
and Ms. Yo Uyeshima. She was interned
during World War I, and graduated from

Center Beecelves Gift of $150,000 to Set Up
Undergraduate Scholarships

high school at Manzanar in 1942. She was
then sent to Crystal City internment camp in
Texas for the duration of the war, and then
repatriated to Yamagata, Japan along with
her family after the war,

In 1947, she returned to Los Angeles by
herseif and began her studies at UCLA. It
took her 13 years to graduate from UCLA
because she lived in poverty during most of
that time (with no family support and only
pari-time work, largely in the Japanese
Armerican community) and also was hospi-
talized with tuberculosis for three years. At
age 35, she finally received her BA in Japa-
nese Studies.

In 1962, she moved to New York City where
she worked as a derk at Time magazine, and
during a 22-year career there advanced to
the positon of writer/editor. She also re-
ceived an MA in Japanese Studies from Co-
lumbia during that period. In1984, attheage
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of 60, she retired from Time Warner, Inc.
and lived her retirement years in Manhat-
fan.

The Center will be paying tribute to Ms.
Reiko Uyeshima at its Awards Dinner on
May 19.

Professor Min 2hou Ce-
Authors Book on
Vietnamese Youth

UCLA Professor Min Zhou of Asian Ameri-
can Studies and Sociology has co-authored a
new book, Growing Up American: How Viet-
namese Children Adapt to Life in the United
States. Published by the Russell Sage Foun-
dation in New York, thebook is co-authored
with Carl L. Bankston 1.

The book recounts the troubled, but ulfi-
mately successful passage of second-genera-
Hon Vietmnamese youths, The authors show
that the key to success involves the family
and the ethnic community, integrating chil-
dren into a dense set of social relations,

UCLA to Offer New
Cluster Class on
Interracial Dynamiecs

Four UCLA professors, including two from
Asian American Studies, will teach a cluster
class on interracial dynamics in American
literature, culture, and society during the
1998-99 academicyear. The cluster willhave
an enroliment of 125 to 150 students.

Combining talents for this cluster wilt be
Professors King-Kok Cheung and Richard
Yarborough of the English Department,
Henry Yu of History, and Kimberle
Crenshaw of the Law School. Professors
Cheung and Yu hold jeint appointments
with the Asian American Studies Center.

The 1398 Asian Pacific American Political
Almanac—themost comprehensive guide
to Asian Pacific American politics — is
now available from the UCLA Asian
American Studies Center. The price for
the 300-pius page almanac is $15 plus tax
and postage.

The almanac was compiled by James Lai,
a graduate of the master’s program in
Asian American Studies at UCLA. The
almanac contains analyticessays on Asian
Pacific American political participation as

1998 Asian Pacific American Political
Almanac Now Available

well as a directory listing nearly 2,000
office-holders across the nation. Funding
for the almanac was provided by Padfic
Bell.

Publication of the almanac launched our
Center’s Asian Pacific American heritage
month activities. Thealmanacwill alsobe
distributed at the dinner of the Asian Pa-
cific Institute for Congressional Studies in
Washington, D.C.

Forordering information, call Darryl Mar,

{310) 825-2968 (e-mail: dmar@ucla.edu).

LA Weekly Lists
Russell Leong among
L.AJs Top 84 Writers

Post and Amerusia journal editor Russell C.
Leong was listed as one of the top 84 writers
in Los Angeles in a tecent issue of the LA
Weekly.

Leong, the winner of PEN's Josephine Miles
Literature Award for his 1993 collection of
poetry, The Country of Dreams and Dust, has
lived in Los Angeles since 1977, For the past
21 years, he has served as editor of Anterasia
Journal, thenation’s oldest scholarly publica-
tion in Astan American Studies.

According to the LA Weekly, “Leong's work
merges the personal and the political, ex-
ploring issues of Asian experience and iden-
tify from a decidedly individual point of
view.”

“Not all poems are political,” he told the LA
Weekly, “but a lot are allegories for larger
things. For me, Los Angeles is a place where
you can see the possibilities for coexistence.
Despite the media’s porirayal of the city as
Balkanized, we can’t isolate ourselves, and
as a writer, I want to explore that, and see
what it means.”

Among the 84 other writers listed by the LA
Weekly are several others with past affilia-
tions to the UCLA Asian American Studies
Center: poet Amy Uyematsu and novelist
Frank Chin.
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Updated Bibliography
on WW B Internment
Now Available

The Asian American Studies Centerhas pub-
lished a new edition of its bibliography, fapa-
nese Americans during World War II: A Se-
lected, Annotated Bibliography of Materials
Available at UCLA.

Listing over 300 fictional and non-fictional
books, articles, and other works, the anno-
tated bibliography focuses on the wartime
internment of 120,000 Japanese Americans
and the subsequent redress and reparations
movement.

The first edition of the work was compiled
by Brian Niiya in 1992. The second edition
features 50 new citations published between
1992 through 1997. This updated bibliogra-
phywas expanded by Leslie A. Ito, graduate
studentin the M.A. programin Asian Ameri-
can Studies at UCLA.

Moreover, a section, “Supplemental Read-
ings for K-12 Curriculum Integration,” has
been added for those instructors who would
like to incorporate the Japanese American
Internment experience in their classrooms.
Htohopes that this updated bibliography will
be a valuable resource for researchers, edu-
cators and community members, allowing
for a heightened awareness and growth in
the field of Japanese American studies.

Center Director Don Nakanishi praises the
bibliography as “a valuable reference tool
that will increase your understanding of a
disastrous and unjustepisodeinournation’s
history that should not have happened once
— and that we should not allow to ever
happen again.”

Copiesof thebibliography are $10 plus 53 for
mailing. For ordering information, contact
Darry] Mar at dmar@ucla.edu or (310) 825-
2968.

Professor YValerie
Matsumoto Recelves
Research Grant

LJCLA Professor Valerie Matsumoto of the
History Department and the Asian Ameri-
can Studies Center recently received a major
research grant from the fohn Randelph
Haynes and Dora Haynes Foundation to
undertake her project, “Japanese American
Women and the Creation of Urban Nisei
Culture in the 1930s.”

Professor Matsumoto is the author of Farm-
ing the Home Place: A Japanese American Com-
munity in California, 1913-1982.

Center Hosts Japanese American
Community Leader Bill Watanabe
as Visiting Fellow

By Diana de Cardenas

Japanese American community leader Y. Bill
Watanabe was recently appointed visiting
fellow at UCLA’s Asian American Studies
Center, under the auspices of the chair in
Japanese American studies. The academic
chair, the only one of its kind in all of Ameri-
can higher education, was established by
Japanese American alumni and friends of
UCLA who were committed to supporting
and developing Japanese American studies
at the university.

Since 1980, Watanabe has been executive
director of the Litile Tokyo Service Center
(LTSC), oneof thelargestsocial service agen-
ciesserving the Asian Pacific American popu-
lation of Los Angeles. In1993, he started the
Little Tokyo Community Development
Corporation, 2 housing and economic devel-
opment agency based in Los Angeles Little
Tokyo.

Together, both organizations provide coun-
seling, transportation, emergency assistanice,
peer support groups, housing and commu-
nity development projects.

‘We are enthused that Bill has accepted our
invitation to be a visiting fellow with us,”
said Don Nakanishi, Center Director. "He
has provided far-reaching leadership and
vision for the Japanese American commu-
nity in Los Angeles and nationally, and his
organization hasbeenrecognized nationally
for its innovative projects in housing, com-
munity development, newcomer services
and policy advocacy. Our professors and

graduate students are looking forward to
gaining his insights on his extracrdinary
accomplishments, as well as learning about
his views on the future of Japanese Ameri-
cans in the United States.”

Watanabe earned his B.5. in Mechanical En-
gineering from California State University,
Northridge in 1966. After graduation, he
completed a year-abroad study program at
Waseda University in Tokyo. He received
his master's in social welfare from UCLA in
1972 and is a former Alumnus of the Year of
the Department of Social Welfare.

An active member of the Asian American
community, Watanabe is chair of the state-
wide Nonprofit Policy Council of California
and a member of the National Committee for
Responsive Philanthropy Board of Direc-
tors. Moreover, he chairs the Little Tokyo
Business Improvement District, the Little
Tokyo Gymnasium Project and the Pacific
Asian Resource Coordination Program.

Watanabe is cofounder of the Asian Pacific
American Community Research Roundtable,
an annual conference aimed at community-
based research which attracts more than 200
students, faculty and community represen-
tatives from throughout the state. He also
has served on the National Board of Direc-
tors of Amnesty International USA andisthe
current Board Chairman of Evergreen Bap-
tist Church in Rosemead.

(Diana de Cardenas is a Public Information of-
ficer for UCLA.)

The UCLA Asian American Studies Cen-
ter recenily hosted Emilia Yumi
Kasamatsu, an expert on Japanese in
Paraguay, as a Visiting Fellow under the
Japanese American Studies Endowed
Chair.

Kasamaisuis the author of arecentbook,
La Presencin Japonesa en el Paraguay, as
well as the president of Oisca Interna-
tional Paraguay, a japanesenon-govermn-
mental organization.

She received her degree of Licendiada en
Letras from the National University of
Asuncionin1997, Previously, sheserved

Center Welcomes Scheolar, Emilia
Kasamatsy, from Paraguay

as the principal organizer for the Vi
Panamerican Nikkei Association conven-
tion which was held in Paraguay in 1991,
as well as the wife of the Ambassador of
Paraguay to Japan. She is a renowned
writer, painter, and expert in Japanese
flower arranging.

During her visit to Los Angeles,
Kasamatsu gave two talks: one on the
UCLA campus, cosponsored with the
Latin American Studies Center; and 2
second in Little Tokyo, cosponsored with
the Japanese Arnerican Citizens League
JACL).

L
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{continued from page 2)
templated suicide as their only solution. In
Fresno, Alinda Vang noted that many elders
in her English class were talking about sui-
cide duetofeelings of hopelessness and their
inability to learn English.

What the government neads to keep in mind
is the special circumstances of the Hmong.
First and foremost, these refugees did not
ask to come to America and arrived here
unprepared for this indusirial nation. Many
were physically disabled from the war, as
wellas mentally and psychologically scarred.
The government must remember that these
refugees are here because of the U.S. war —
not by choice. With this in mind, the govern-
ment must take responsibility for their wel-
fare, at least until the Hmong are able to
survive in this country.

The government argues that it should not be
responsible for the Hmong anymore since
two decades have past since the war. Butis
20 years enough time for the Hmong to
adapt from a slash-and-burn lifestyle to a
new one in an industrial nation? The De-
partment of Social Services spokesperson,
Corinne Chee, states, “1feel for these people;
they fought and died for us. Butintheeraof
welfare reform, the new manira is ‘work.’
It’s not “what the government owes me.””

Working would be nice for these families,
But where are these well-paying jobs? They
are niowhere to be found for these unedu-
cated, unskilled immigrants, many with fami-
Hes as large as nine in a household.

Adaptation is a long process, and unlike
other immigrant groups who came here to
provide better education for their children,
the Hmong knew nothing about education
before coming to the U.S. Thus, terms like
competition and capitalism have {0 be
learned. Collegeeducational attainmentrates
areas low as 2.9%, putting the Hmong at the
very bottom of America’s success rate.

Not only has Weifare Reform affected many
Hmong families, butithas alsoaffected those
who served in the war. Thousands of the
Hmong elderly here in America are veterans
of this nation’s secret war. Yet, although the
new law specifically excludes veterans from
its provisions, ithas failed toexclude Fmong
soldiers. It is blatantly racist, contending
that the Hmong who fought in the war are
not considered veterans.

Efforts at the national level have focused on
twomeasures: passing the Hmong Veteran's
Naturalization Act of 1997 (H.R. 371), and
amending the Welfare Reform Act to reclas-

sify Hmong soldiers as 1.5. veterans. These
efforts would ailow them to take the citizen-
ship test with the assistance of an interpreter
and it would waive the five-year residency
requirement. The first measure has failed
twicealready intwo other forms. According
to Philip Smith, who has been coordinating
the Washington labby effort for the Lao Vet-
erans of America, “The Hmong community
haslimited resources. The obstacle they face
is that they are just becoming politically
aware, and the battle is tremendous.”

After two decades in America, the Hmong
are discovering that the war is not yet over.

Two months age, my father attended a fu-
neral in Sacramento. My mother told me
that Chia Yang had hung herself in her ga-
rage. “Bhe didn’t want to become a burden
on her children if her 55] was cut. She didn’t
want them to have to support he:,” my
mother says. The 54-year-old mother of
seven was a distant aunt of mine, receiving
551 for her many disabilities: high blood
pressure, panic attacks, diabetes, kidney
stones, bladder infections, arthritis, night
sweats, and even a stroke. Her husband was
one of the thousands of men who served in
the CIA’s secret army. “Shehad a very good
heart,” my mother tells me,

{t's getting closer tohome everyday. Aslam
writing this, ' remembering all those times
1 overheard my grandmother talking about
how difficultitis to surviveherein America,
I'm remembering how easily she is able to
talic abont taking her own life. I'm remem-
bering all those times she told me to work
hard in school. “Study hard, Pa. We're so
old. We know nothing. Don'tbe like us.” It
was toolate for her. Sheknows that. Shejust

- hopes that I will not be swallowed by

“America’s big monsters.” I am afraid, so
afraid that maybe she has been.

My mother always taught me to help others.
Throughout my life, I remember her telling
me that when someone you know is suffer-
ing, you help them. You nesdn't be asked.
You needn't be told. Youjust help, because
it's the right thing to do. The stronger helps
the weak, and the richer helps the poor. The
wiser helps the ignorant, and the liberated
helps the lost. It's all really simple. Really.

I remember as a child that I never had many
things. I knew we were poor. But then, I'd
seemy parents helping others, givingmoney
and buying gifts for other children. I was
hurt. SoIasked my mother, once, why she
was giving to people what we could not
afford for ourselves. She simply said, “Tt is
because we're Hmong, Pa.”

What my mother taught me is that helping
each other is merely the act of having re-
spect, as well as taking responsibility, for ail
life, as human beings. Both of which, as
history has revealed to us time and time
again, America has shamelessly forgotten.
Even my mother knows this — my
unwesternized, illiterate mother. She, who
falls into America’s headlines and is labeled
as “the most ill-prepared immigrant group
ever to land in America.” Yes, even my
mother knows these simple things in life,

As for the suicides, one website reads, 3
think the only realistic course is to watch the
obituaries and maybe to send flowers.”

“Tonight Show” with Jay Leno.

My younger sister calls from Fresno. She is
not quiet or soft-spoken. She is eager to
share what she has learned. Ithink that the
U.S. government is right, she says. Blood
spiit in America’s foreign wars should not
entitle Hmong refugees to claim benefits, or
leaking roofs that will shelter their families,
or food for their children and medicine for
their elders. No, she says. No, because I
know that we deserve more than that. We
deserve so rmuch more than what little they
have given. We deserve time to adapt. We
deserve time to become educated. We de-
serve time to empower our people.

Suddenly, Jay Leno becomes ugly to me. I
can no longer laugh. SoIturn off the T.V.

And pride. And anger. And doubt. And
sadness. They ali asked metoreflect. Soldo.
SoIwill

iearned. Ileamned from a late night caller,
that there is hope yet...

There was hope in hearing my sister, even
vounger than I, so deeply moved by the
tragedies of our people. Inher voice, Theard
thesounds ofabittersweet hope, whispering
to my people. We are fired. We have been
used and abandoned. We are tired, and can
run no moze. We can ne longer continue to
carry such senseless casualties upon our
backs. We can no longer endure the sounds
of traditional Hmong drums beating at fu-
nerals, beating so loudly so the souls of our
mothers and our fathers can find peacein 2
less painful world. We have no more limbs
to lose, and no more blood to spill...

This hope loudly whispered to my people.
We must never forget, or give up, what we
are — and that is a “free people”...

(Pa Xiong is a funior majoring in Asian Ameri-
can Studies.)
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Defending Immigrants’ Educational Rights: UCLA Students
Mobilize Against Attacks on Bilingual Education

By Ellen Wu

When 1 signed up to take Don Nakanishi’s
# Asian Americans and Education” course at
UCLA, I had visions of graduate students
buzzing around the seminar table engaged
in angry debates over college admissions.
The first week of class, however, he offered
us an atternative to his regular syllabus —an
in-depth investigation of Asian Pacific
Americans and the Unz Initiative.

Also known as Proposition 227 on the Cali-
fornia June 1998 ballot, the initiative pro-
poses a one-year English language immer-
sion program for all Limited English Profi-
ciency (LEP) students in schools. If voters
approveit, these children will be left vulner-
able to this untested, one-size-fits-all for-
meula. Since Asian immigrant children will
be particularly at risk ~— 40% of all Asian
Pacific American (APA)students enrolled in
California schools are designated LEP «—we
quickly elected to undertake this project.

“Tt’s important that we realize that this is not
justa Latinoissue, thatitis going toatfect our
community,” explained Kay Dumlao, a sec-
ond-year student in the Asian American
Studies MA program. “Asgrad students, it's
one of our responsibilities to get that infor-
mation disserdnated out into the commu-
nity. It's putting theory to practice.”

Cur first challenge was to define the pur-
pose, goals, scope and methods of our in-
quiry. After several weeks of probing mate-
rials on the pros and cons of Prop 227 and
talking with community members well-
versed in the areas of bilingual education
and language instruction, we decided to sub-
mit an op-ed piece to the Los Angeles Times.
in addition, we began constructing a web
page addressing issues relevant to APAs
and the Unz Initiative, including the history
ofbilingual education, anannotated bibliog-
raphy of materials on APAs and bilingual
education, a case study of two Koreatown
elementary schools offering bilingual pro-
grams and a biography/color commentary
on Ron Unz, the orchestrator of Prop 227.

“We were looking to have mass dissemina-
tion of information in regards to this topic
because it was quickly apparent that this
was an issue that very few people seemed
aware of,” said Elaine XKuo, a doctoral stu-
dent in Higher Education and Organiza-
tional Change. “We wanted to give people
the opportunity to have a broader based
knowledge about the topic and certainly
take our viewpoints into account before
making their final decision.”

Graduate students from Professor Don Nakanishi's class {from left to right), back row — Elaine
Kuo, Victoria Lee-Jerrems, Ellen Wy; front row — Kay Dumlao, Leslie Ito, Jo-Ann Adefuin.

UCLA undergrads have also been working
feverishly to educate the APA community
on the issues surrounding Prop. 227, After
JeanniePak, a third-yearstudent majoring in
English and Asian American Studies, first
learned of the Unz Initiative in the Asian
Pacific American Leadership Development
class, she decided to pursue an internship
with the Los Angeles Unified School District
working with Richard Katsuda, director of
the Asian Pacific American Education Com-
mission. While interning, Pak visited a nuzm-
ber of area elementary schools which offer
bilingual education programs for APAs and
witnessed the positive aspects of dual Jan-
guageinstruction. “Ifeel very strongly about
it,” said Pak. Her experiences haveled herto
work with UCLA’s Asian Padfic Coalition
o coordinate an educational forum.

In addition, APC is also planning a debate.

Like the students in our class, the emphasis
is on informing the electorate. “We really
want to get people thinking,” stated Cory
Jjong, a third-year studentmajoring in Ameri-
can Literature and one of the debate’s orga-
nizers. “There’s so many myths [aboutbilin-
gual education], and I think Prop 227 really
feeds into those kinds of myths.”

Whatever their approach, everyoneinvolved
in this campaign recognizes the necessity of
quality education for ail, especially recent
immigrants. “Education is a vehicle for so-
cial mobility and has been for many many
generations of immigrants,” said Victoria
Lee-Jerrems, a graduate student in educe-
tion at California State University,
Northridge, who also took our class. “We
want the dream o continue.”

(Ellen Wu is a graduate student in Asian Ameri-
can Studies at UICLA.)
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