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Message from the Editors
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Vision, Realities, and Challenges

Paul M. Ong, Marjorie Kagawa Singer, 
HUK�4LSHU`�+L�3H�*Y\a�=PLsca

AAPI Nexus was established more than a decade ago as a part 
of the UCLA Asian American Studies Center’s (AASC) credo and 
commitment to bridging the town–gown divide and to dismantling 
the barrier separating the academy and larger community. AASC 
is a product of the ethnic studies struggle of the late 1960s, whose 
aims were to incorporate the history, current experiences, and voices 
of people of color in the United States into the curriculum; increase 
GLYHUVLW\�ZLWKLQ�WKH�VWXGHQW�ERG\�DQG�IDFXOW\��DQG�UHGHÀQH�UHODWLRQ-
ships between the university and ethnically diverse communities. 
These core principles remain relevant to the journal, whose mission 
is to create a body of cumulative knowledge with Asian Americans 
DQG�3DFLÀF�,VODQGHUV��$$3,V��WKURXJK�UHVHDUFK��SROLF\��DQG�SUDFWLFH�
LQ�RUGHU�WR�LPSURYH�WKH�ZHOO�EHLQJ�RI�$$3,V�

7KH�FRGLÀFDWLRQ�DQG�WUDQVPLVVLRQ�RI�VXFK�NQRZOHGJH�LV�HV-
sential to breaking the pernicious cycle of “reinventing the wheel.” 
The journal has specialized in problem solving and applied re-
VHDUFK�IRU�WKH�1DWLYH�+DZDLLDQ�DQG�RWKHU�3DFLÀF�,VODQGHU�FRP-
munities as well as the diverse Asian American communities. The 
struggle to implement this vision has been rewarding and trying, 
for there is still much more work to be done to address political, 
social, and economic inequalities. To this end, AAPI Nexus was 
founded on three principles that continue to guide its operations. 
7KH�ÀUVW�LV�WKDW�NQRZOHGJH�LV�FULWLFDO�LQ�JXLGLQJ�DFWLRQ�WR�HQVXUH�
effective agency that generates desired social change. For too long, 
the lack of data has hampered advocacy efforts and policy change. 
Evidence-based understanding of the nature and magnitude of the 
SUREOHPV�IDFLQJ�$$3,�FRPPXQLWLHV�LV�DOVR�IXQGDPHQWDO�WR�HIIHF-
tive policies, programs and practice. For example, informed ad-
vocacy is facilitated by the authoritative statistics in the journal’s 
resource papers. But knowing the problem is not enough. Discov-
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ering causality is a critical step in identifying possible points of 
feasible intervention and greatest leverage. The journal’s research 
articles provide scholars with an opportunity to report empirical 
ÀQGLQJV�EDVHG�RQ�DQDO\WLFDO�WHFKQLTXHV�DQG�PHWKRGV�ZLGHO\�DF-
FHSWHG�DV�VWDWH�RI�WKH�DUW�VFLHQFH�ZLWKLQ�DFDGHPLF�ÀHOGV��%HFDXVH�
real-world problems are shaped by multiple factors not bounded 
by a single intellectual discipline, we continue to seek insights 
IURP�D�ZLGH�UDQJH�RI�ÀHOGV��IRU�UHÀQLQJ�HSLVWHPRORJLFDO�DSSURDFK-
es with an interdisciplinary and multilevel perspective is equally 
important. Established research practices provide a foundation for 
VFKRODUO\�ZRUN��EXW�XQPRGLÀHG�DSSOLFDWLRQ�WR�WKH�VWXG\�RI�$$3,V�
ignores cultural, linguistic, societal, and institutional differences. 
We publish methodological-oriented resource papers and research 
articles that address these limitations. 

The second principle is values are important. Our normative 
position is tied to beliefs about what should and could be a bet-
ter future. These values embody aspirations and hopes for social 
justice, political equality, and economic fairness. These subjective 
LGHDV�DUH�QRW�HDVLO\�REMHFWLYHO\�YHULÀHG��EXW�KDYH�FRQFUHWH�FRQVH-
quences for individual behavior, collective norms, and policy deci-
VLRQV��&RQÁLFWLQJ�YDOXHV�DUH�DW�WKH�FRUH�RI�PDQ\�SROLWLFDO�LPSDVVHV��
such as the “cultural wars” of recent decades. Within the academy, 
QRUPDWLYH�YDOXHV�LQÁXHQFH�ZKLFK�UHVHDUFK�TXHVWLRQV�DUH�VRFLDOO\�
acceptable, supported by public and private funds, and privi-
leged for publication. Once the research questions are selected, 
the research is conducted as objectively as possible, adhering to 
HVWDEOLVKHG�SURIHVVLRQDO�HWKLFV��+RZHYHU��WKLV�QRUPDWLYH�VFLHQWLÀF�
behavior is based within a monocultural framework. AAPI Nexus 
challenges the selection biases within the mainstream by publish-
ing research outside the prevailing norm to answer questions more 
VDOLHQW�WR�RXU�FRPPXQLWLHV��:H�VWLOO��KRZHYHU��XSKROG�VFLHQWLÀF�LQ-
tegrity and quality with rigorous research standards through care-
ful reviews, including blind peer reviews. 

Normative values are important in giving subjective mean-
ing and priority to policy choices; however, whose norms guide the 
research question and data interpretation should always be trans-
parent, and a multi-cultural perspective should now be the evolv-
LQJ�OHQV�RI�VFLHQWLÀF�LQTXLU\��)RU�H[DPSOH��FRVW�HIIHFWLYHQHVV�DQG�
HIÀFLHQF\�DUH�WKH�´EUHDG�DQG�EXWWHUµ�RI�SROLF\�DQDO\VHV��KRZHYHU��
WKH�RXWFRPHV�FDQQRW�EH�MXVW�WKRVH�HDVLO\�TXDQWLÀHG�DQG�PRQHWL]HG��
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Such narrow criteria, in particular, may continue to disadvantage 
marginalized communities. Value-based priorities as a consensus 
across diverse groups should be an integral element of political 
and policy discussions, and the journal honors this through the 
publication of practitioner’s essays where those on the front line 
have an opportunity to express opinions and to advocate based on 
EHOLHIV�DQG�ÀUVWKDQG�H[SHULHQFH�ZRUNLQJ�RQ�WKH�JURXQG³LQ�WKH�
WRZQ��QRW�WKH�JRZQ�RI�WKH�WKHRUHWLFDO�,YRU\�7RZHU�

The third principle is that the generation of knowledge is not 
limited to those within the academy. The strengths of research in 
higher education are also its weaknesses. Academic scholars are 
highly specialized, grounded in abstract theories and concepts, 
trained to use sophisticated analytical tools, and embedded within 
closed intellectual communities too often segregated along disci-
plinary boundaries. Membership is exclusive, requiring years of 
education, training, and testing using monocultural criteria. The 
dominant approach is to simplify the real world by eliminating, 
controlling, or ignoring confounding factors outside the narrowly 
prescribed prevailing paradigm. This silo approach has yielded 
an impressive body of knowledge, but is inappropriate for study-
LQJ�WKH�FRPSOH[LW\�RI�UHDO�ZRUOG�SUREOHPV�IDFLQJ�$$3,V��ZKRVH�
causes are multidimensional, complicated, linked, and dynamic. 
This mismatch privileges the restrictive disciplinary perspective of 
the researcher, which is often partial and naïve when applied in a 
community unfamiliar to the researcher or to the existing body of 
knowledge. Those outside the academy, particularly practitioners, 
are much more attune to real-world complexity and, therefore, less 
likely to be intellectually myopic. Moreover, an increasing number 
of community organizations are generating independent research 
on their own or collaborative research in partnership with a uni-
versity. One of the advantages of this approach is a greater access to 
local insights and knowledge, and stronger tests of external valid-
ity. AAPI Nexus fosters the production of knowledge outside the 
academy by seeking and publishing community-based research. 

AAPI Nexus also informs policy debates and arenas with re-
search on understudied populations and topics related to Asian 
$PHULFDQV��1DWLYH�+DZDLLDQV��DQG�3DFLÀF�,VODQGHUV��7KH�PDMRULW\�
of research that we publish has featured deductive quantitative 
data that complements other sources of knowledge, such as induc-
tive, qualitative, and historical voices from community leaders, in 
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order to offer fuller, contextualized, more nuanced, and relevant 
H[SODQDWLRQV�RI�UHDO�ZRUOG�VLWXDWLRQV��,W�LV�YLWDO�WKDW�ZH�XVH�DQG�
document these multiple frameworks (e.g., research, organizing, 
and advocacy) to improve access and knowledge both from and 
IRU�XQGHUVHUYHG�$$3,�FRPPXQLWLHV��,Q�DGGLWLRQ��ZH�DUH�ÀOOLQJ�WKH�
JDSV�WR�EHWWHU�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�SRVLWLRQ�DQG�H[SHULHQFHV�RI�$$3,V�
by publishing data disaggregated by ethnic groups or subgroups. 

The ten-year journey of AAPI Nexus has been fraught with 
HQRUPRXV� GLIÀFXOWLHV� DQG� KXUGOHV� LQ� LPSOHPHQWLQJ� LWV� YLVLRQ��
Financially supporting the enterprise has been daunting. AAPI 
Nexus has been extremely fortunate to have had the unwavering 
support of the AASC, which has provided staff time and funds 
despite the center’s budget cuts. This started with Professor Don 
T. Nakanishi, who was the AASC’s director when the journal 
was conceived, and continues with Professor David K. Yoo, the 
Center’s current director. Numerous UCLA faculty members and 
FROOHDJXHV�LQ�WKH�$VLDQ�$PHULFDQ�VWXGLHV�ÀHOG��$$3,�FRPPXQLW\�
leaders, and members of our advisory board have also been sup-
portive by contributing and donating their time and energy for 
editorial services, serving as guest editors, reviewers, and cospon-
VRUV��,QGLYLGXDO�DQG�LQVWLWXWLRQDO�VXEVFULEHUV�VXSSRUW�WKH�MRXUQDO�
through their payments. Finally, we have been able to partner with 
other organizations to sponsor thematic special issues, such as the 
RQH�ZLWK�WKH�:KLWH�+RXVH�,QLWLDWLYH�RQ�$VLDQ�$PHULFDQV�DQG�3D-
FLÀF�,VODQGHUV��:+,$$3,���7KH�Forging the Future special double 
issue is arguably the most comprehensive publication to date on 
$VLDQ�$PHULFDQV��1DWLYH�+DZDLLDQV��DQG�3DFLÀF�,VODQGHUV��,Q�WKLV�
YROXPH��PRUH�WKDQ�ÀIW\�OHDGLQJ�$$3,�VFKRODUV��DSSOLHG�UHVHDUFK-
ers, and community leaders from all over the nation covered the 
PRVW�FXUUHQW�GHPRJUDSKLF�GDWD�WUHQGV�DQG�IHGHUDO�SROLF\³LQFOXG-
ing policy briefs on civil rights, economic development, education, 
KHDOWK��DQG�1DWLYH�+DZDLLDQV�DQG�3DFLÀF�,VODQGHUV��

Answering President Barack Obama’s call to increase par-
WLFLSDWLRQ�E\�$$3,V�LQ�IHGHUDO�SURJUDPV��Forging the Future spot-
lighted ways to improve education, health care, and housing for 
traditionally underrepresented groups, such as Native Hawaiians 
and Hmong Americans, with this pioneering special issue. The 
release of the journal coincided with the second anniversary of 
WKH�:+,$$3,��HVWDEOLVKHG�RQ�2FWREHU�����������ZKHQ�3UHVLGHQW�
%DUDFN�2EDPD�VLJQHG�([HFXWLYH�2UGHU��������´,QFUHDVLQJ�WKH�3DU-
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WLFLSDWLRQ�RI�$VLDQ�$PHULFDQV�DQG�3DFLÀF�,VODQGHUV�LQ�)HGHUDO�3UR-
JUDPV�µ�7KH�VSHFLDO�LVVXH�LQFOXGHG�DFWLYLWLHV�RI�WKH�:+,$$3,�IURP�
�����WKURXJK�������DQG�UHVHDUFK�SUHVHQWHG�DW�D�:+,$$3,�FRQYHQ-
LQJ�RQ�UHVHDUFK�DQG�GDWD�FROOHFWLRQ�LQ�'HFHPEHU�������

Despite the power of our publications in informing policy, 
our operating resources have been piecemeal and far from being 
VXIÀFLHQW��LQ�SDUW�EHFDXVH�AAPI Nexus faces a structural problem 
of not having a natural audience. While the journal prides itself in 
working at the intersections of disciplines and societal problems, 
this approach also places the journal at the margins of each. Most 
of the time, readers are only interested in the articles related to their 
VSHFLÀF�ÀHOG��FRQVHTXHQWO\��WKH\�DUH�XQOLNHO\�WR�SD\�IRU�D�MRXUQDO�
WKDW�PRVWO\�IDOOV�RXWVLGH�WKHLU�SDUWLFXODU�LQWHUHVW�DQG�RULHQWDWLRQ��,Q�
trying to serve a disparate set of academic and community stake-
holders, AAPI Nexus is not central to any, but is central to the natu-
ral partnership of each of the audiences. Each of the constituents 
not only live their professional lives in partnership with the other 
groups to effect change, but also conduct their lives separately to 
VXUYLYH�ÀQDQFLDOO\�ZLWKLQ�WKHLU�LQGLYLGXDO�UHDOPV��7KLV�GLOHPPD�LV�
real, and structural changes are needed to foster the natural nexus 
of our audiences to more effectively reach their mutual goals.

Despite these shortcomings, the journal has developed ambi-
tious plans for the future. There are a few near-future objectives 
ZRUWK�QRWLQJ³D�ZLVK�OLVW�RI�SRVVLEOH�DFFRPSOLVKPHQWV�RYHU�WKH�
next few years. One, the journal should reach out beyond its so-
cial sciences base to academic and public scholars in the humani-
ties and cultural studies for alternative ideas that enhance problem 
solving. Two, the journal should move more visibly into policy are-
nas inadequately covered within Asian American studies, such as 
the emerging environmental crisis highlighted in this volume, and 
three, the journal should seek opportunities to partner across ethnic 
and racial lines in order to explore commonalities and differences 
ZLWK�/DWLQRV��$IULFDQ�$PHULFDQV��DQG�$PHULFDQ�,QGLDQV��

Our future efforts must also include sharing knowledge with 
HOHFWHG�RIÀFLDOV�DQG�SROLF\�PDNHUV�DW�WKH�ORFDO��VWDWH��DQG�IHGHUDO�
OHYHOV��VR�WKDW�ZH�FDQ�FRQWLQXH�WR�PDNH�D�VLJQLÀFDQW�FRQWULEXWLRQ�
to promote and strengthen policy and applied research on Asian 
$PHULFDQV��1DWLYH�+DZDLLDQV��DQG�3DFLÀF�,VODQGHUV��2I�FRXUVH��
none of these objectives is achievable unless the journal becomes 
LQWHOOHFWXDOO\�DQG�ÀQDQFLDOO\�VXVWDLQDEOH�DQG�LV�PRUH�ZLGHO\�UHF-
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ognized as relevant to community, policy, and practice. Greater 
DFFHVV�WR�WKH�MRXUQDO�DQG�WKH�VSHFLÀF�DUWLFOHV�RI�LQWHUHVW�WR�HDFK�DX-
GLHQFH�LV�QRZ�DYDLODEOH�DQG�UHDGLO\�DFFHVVLEOH�RYHU�WKH�,QWHUQHW�DW�
YHU\�OLWWOH�FRVW��,GHDOO\��NQRZOHGJH�VKRXOG�EH�D�ZLGHO\�DQG�HDVLO\�
DYDLODEOH�SXEOLF�JRRG��,QIRUPDWLRQ�FDQ�EH�PDGH�DYDLODEOH��EXW�WKH�
reality is that there are huge costs to doing so.

We continue to pursue the vision, however, that the mission 
of the journal is still essential. Collaboration across disciplines and 
domains is fundamental to elevating the visibility and well-being 
RI�WKH�$$3,�SRSXODWLRQ�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV��DQG�ZH�EHOLHYH�WKDW�
AAPI Nexus is the unifying voice. We invite you to join and sup-
port our effort by using and citing the papers in the journal and 
building the networks of support so that The NEXUS of disciplines 
and communities is the reality within the next ten years.

PAUL M. ONG is Professor at UCLA’s School of Public Affairs, Department 
RI�$VLDQ�$PHULFDQ�6WXGLHV�DQG�,QVWLWXWH�RI�WKH�(QYLURQPHQW�DQG�6XVWDLQ-
DELOLW\��DQG�WKH�'LUHFWRU�RI�WKH�&HQWHU�IRU�WKH�6WXG\�RI�,QHTXDOLW\��+H�KDV�D�
master’s degree in urban planning from the University of Washington and 
a doctorate in economics from UC Berkeley. He has conducted research on 
immigration, civic and political participation, economic status of minori-
ties, welfare-to-work, health workers, spatial inequality, and environmen-
WDO�LQHTXDOLW\��+H�LV�WKH�IRXQGLQJ�'LUHFWRU�RI�8&�$$3,�3ROLF\�0XOWLFDP-
pus Research Program and founding editor of AAPI Nexus: Asian American 
DQG�3DFLÀF�,VODQGHU�3ROLF\��3UDFWLFH�DQG�&RPPXQLW\. He is the organizer and 
FRRUGLQDWRU�RI�8&/$·V�(QYLURQPHQWDO�-XVWLFH�,QLWLDWLYH��ZKLFK�LV�D�PXOWL-
disciplinary effort to promote teaching, research, and service on environ-
mental justice.

MARJORIE KAGAWA SINGER, PhD, MA, MN, RN, FAAN, is a professor in the 
UCLA School of Public Health and Department of Asian American Stud-
ies. She has been the senior editor of AAPI Nexus; is actively involved in re-
search, teaching, and community engagement focusing on the elimination 
of health disparities; and coordinates the concurrent program between 
the Asian American Studies Department and Community Health Sciences 
for the dual master’s degree. She participates on numerous boards and 
committees at the local, state, and national level for cancer control and 
public health, such as the LA County Women’s Health Policy Advisory 
%RDUG��WKH�%RDUG�RI�WKH�1DWLRQDO�$PHULFDQ�&DQFHU�6RFLHW\��WKH�,QWHUFXO-
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tural Cancer Council, and the Foundation for Psychocultural Research. 
Her research expands the traditional behavioral research paradigm to op-
erationalize culture in the incidence and experience of cancer and other 
chronic diseases. She also focuses much of her work with communities to 
build their capacity to reduce the unnecessary burden of disease in their 
communities through direct services and policy advocacy with the goal 
of health equity.

MELANY DE LA CRUZ-VIESCA is the Assistant Director of the UCLA Asian 
American Studies Center (AASC) and the Managing Editor of AAPI Nexus. 
6KH�DOVR�VHUYHV�DV�WKH�'LUHFWRU�RI�WKH�$$3,�&RPPXQLW\�'HYHORSPHQW�
&HQVXV�,QIRUPDWLRQ�&HQWHU��D�MRLQW�SDUWQHUVKLS�EHWZHHQ�$$6&��WKH�1D-
WLRQDO�&RDOLWLRQ�RI�$VLDQ�3DFLÀF�$PHULFDQ�&RPPXQLW\�'HYHORSPHQW��DQG�
the U.S. Census Bureau. Her research and publications focus on Asian 
$PHULFDQ��1DWLYH�+DZDLLDQ��DQG�3DFLÀF�,VODQGHU�GHPRJUDSKLFV��LQ�UHOD-
tion to the racial wealth gap, housing policy, community and economic 
development, and access to higher education. She was appointed by Los 
$QJHOHV�0D\RU�$QWRQLR�9LOODUDLJRVD�LQ������DQG�UHFHQWO\�UHDSSRLQWHG�E\�
Mayor Eric Garcetti to the City’s Human Relations Commission. She holds 
a master’s degree in urban planning from UCLA and a bachelor’s degree 
in ethnic studies and urban studies and planning from UC San Diego.


