Asian American
UCLA Studies Center

2020-2021 AWARD RECIPIENTS




FACULTY AWARDS

Professor Anna S. Lau

Departments of Psychology & Asian
American Studies

Patrick & Lily Okura Research
Grant on Asian Pacific

American Mental Health

RESEARCH PROJECT: Offsetting the Costs of

Resilience among Asian American Youth
Striving in the Context of Disadvantage

GRADUATE STUDENT AWARDS

Stephanie Hsin-Tien Yu
PhD Psychology

Patrick & Lily Okura Research
Grant on Asian Pacific
American Mental Health

RESEARCH PROJECT: Academic-Community
Partnership: Adapting the Family
Intervention for Suicide Prevention in
Schools for Asian Pacific American Youth

Tamar Kodish
PhD Clinical Psychology

Patrick & Lily Okura Research
Grant on Asian Pacific
American Mental Health

RESEARCH PROJECT: Digital Mental Health

Interventions for College Students of Color:

Understanding Uptake and Enhancing
Engagement among Asian American
Students

Emily Mun

MA Asian American Studies

Tritia Toyota Graduate Fellowship

RESEARCH PROJECT: Cultural Performance,
Pilipino Cultural Nights, and Identity
Formation

Dr. Sanbo & Kazuko
Sakaguchi Internship
RESEARCH PROJECT: How to link Ethnic

Studies and Art History with the
Curatorial Process

INTERNSHIP SITE: Japanese American
National Museum

Professor Ninez Ponce

Fielding School of Public Health -
Department of Health Policy and
Management

Don T. Nakanishi Award

for Outstanding Engaged
Scholarship in Asian American
and Pacific Islander Studies

Nadeeka Karunaratne

PhD Education - Higher Education &
Organizational Change

Martha Ogata Research Grant
to Study Domestic Violence
and Abuse in Asian Pacific
American Communities

RESEARCH PROJECT: Creating a Healing
Space for South Asian Survivors of
Campus Interpersonal Violence: A
Participatory Design Research Project

Sarah Lautaha Soakai
PhD Urban Planning

Patrick & Lily Okura Research
Grant on Asian Pacific
American Mental Health

RESEARCH PROJECT: The Potential
Opportunities and Challenges of Faith
Institutions in Providing Mental Health
Services: Examining Tongan Latter Day
Saint Wards in Los Angeles

Hannah Joo

MA Asian American Studies
& Social Welfare

21st Century Graduate Internship

RESEARCH PROJECT: AAS Collective
Memories Project

INTERNSHIP SITE: AASC and Center for
Ethnocommunications

Dr. Sanbo & Kazuko
Sakaguchi Internship

RESEARCH PROJECT: The Role of Arts and
Culture in Building Coalition for Japanese
and Asian Americans in Los Angeles
INTERNSHIP SITE: Japanese American
Cultural and Community Center



Daniel Luu
MA Urban Planning

George & Sakaye Aratani
Community Internship

RESEARCH PROJECT: Land Acquisition for
Community Design

INTERNSHIP SITE: Little Tokyo Service Center

Dr. Sanbo & Kazuko

Sakaguchi Internship

RESEARCH PROJECT: How to Acquire Land for
Community-centric Design

INTERNSHIP SITE: Little Tokyo Service Center

Emika Otera Kranz

MA Asian American Studies & Public
Health - Community Health Sciences

George & Sakaye Aratani
Community Internship

RESEARCH PROJECT: Japanese American
Intergenerational Trauma and
Community-Relevant Health

Professor Harry H.L. Kitano
Best Paper Scholarship

PAPER TITLE: The Fabric of Culture
and Health in Asian America:
Foundational Concepts and History

Christie Yamasaki

MA Asian American Studies
& East Asian Studies

George & Sakaye Aratani
Community Internship

RESEARCH PROJECT: An Analysis of Japanese
American and Vietnamese American

Identity Formation Through Food and
Foodways

Hiram Wheeler Edwards Best
Paper Scholarship for the Study
of WWII Internment Camps

and Japanese Americans

PAPER TITLE: Putting it Together: “From

Jap to Japanese - A Period in American
History”

Kathleen Corpuz

MA Asian American Studies
& Public Health

George & Lily Kagawa Award for
AAPI Health Research Internship

RESEARCH PROJECT: Empowering Kalihi
through Settler Allyship

INTERNSHIP SITE: Kokua Kalihi Valley
(KKV) Comprehensive Family Services
& University of Hawai‘i at Manoa Office
of Public Health Studies PUSO research
group

Lauren Higa

MA Asian American Studies
& Social Welfare

Dr. Sanbo & Kazuko
Sakaguchi Internship

RESEARCH PROJECT: Okinawa Association of
America History Committee & Book

INTERNSHIP SITE: Okinawa Association of
America

Sharon Lau

MA Asian American Studies
& Social Welfare

Dr. Sanbo & Kazuko

Sakaguchi Internship

RESEARCH PROJECT: Changing Tide Mental
Health Conference

INTERNSHIP SITE: Little Tokyo Service Center

Erin Manalo-Pedro

PhD Public Health -
Community Health Sciences

Rose Eng Chin and Helen
Wong Eng Fellowship

RESEARCH PROJECT: The Context of

the Struggle: Examining Immigration
Enforcement’s Influence on the Mental
Health of AAPI Female Students Who are
Undocumented

Ashelee Yang
PhD Sociology

Pearl Wang Fellowship

RESEARCH PROJECT: The Rising of Chinese
Conservatism in the Trump Era Political
Preferences Leading to the 2020 U.S.
Presidential Election

Siyue Lena Wang

MA Education, Social Science &
Comparative Education, Race & Ethnicity
Specialization

Pearl Wang Fellowship

RESEARCH PROJECT: The Overlooked
Minorities: Undocumented Asian and
Pacific Islander Students in Higher
Education

Rose Eng Chin and Helen Wong
Eng Best Paper Scholarship
PAPER TITLE: The Half Has Never Been Told:

Decolonizing Our History, Our Knowledge,
and Our Mind



Emory Johnson

MFA Film & Television -
Directing/Production/Documentary

Zheyu Liang

MFA Film & Television -
Directing/Production

Professor Harry H. L. Kitano
Fellowship

RESEARCH PROJECT: “F1-100”: an
Experimental Documentary Film Project

Pearl Wang Fellowship
RESEARCH PROJECT: Tightrope Walking

Ruo Lan Qiu
MS Nursing

Harleen Kaur
PhD Sociology

Wei-Lim Lee Memorial Best
Paper Scholarship

RESEARCH PROJECT: From Bad to
Benevolent: Chinese Characters in Film

Before and After World War Il and their
Impact on Chinese Immigrants

Ben and Alice Hirano Best
Paper Scholarship

PAPER TITLE: The Specter of Khalistan:
Hauntings of Nation-State Belonging

Tiffany Wang

MA Social Welfare -
Child and Family Well-Being

Tsugio and Miyoko Nakanishi
Best Paper Scholarship in Asian
American Literature and Culture

PAPER TITLE: Without Words

UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT AWARDS

Yoshino Goto
Major in Cognitive Science - Computing,
Minor in Asian American Studies

Jessica Pham

Major in Asian American Studies,
Minor in Global Health

21st Century Undergraduate

. Reiko Uyeshima & Family
Internship

Scholarship

INTERNSHIP SITE: Asian American ESSAY TITLE: Admission Impossible? -
Studies Center - COVID-19 Multilingual Asian Americans and the Future of

Resource Hub Affirmative Action in College Admissions

Sharon Yuen

Major in Asian American Studies,
Minor in Global Health

Ryan Moon

Major in Life Science

Toshio & Chiyoko Hoshide
Scholarship
ESSAY TITLE: The Peril of the Model Minority

Angie Kwon Memorial Scholarship
ESSAY TITLE: When | Look into the Mirror

Hiram Wheeler Edwards Best
Paper Scholarship for the Study
of World War Il Internment
Camps & Japanese Americans
PAPER TITLE: Remember Your Past



Haley Kaiulani

Nakawatase
Major in Psychobiology

Reiko Uyeshima & Family
Scholarship

ESSAY TITLE: Exhibition Critique of Under a
Mushroom Cloud: Hiroshima, Nagasaki,
and the Atomic Bomb

Gabriel Sanchez

Major in Political Science,
Minor in Asian American Studies

Reiko Uyeshima & Family
Scholarship

ESSAY TITLE: Lack of Intersectionality in
Law for Asian Americans

Yukino Torrey

Major in Asian American Studies,
Minor in Public Affairs

Reiko Uyeshima & Family
Scholarship

ESSAY TITLE: Shin Isseis and Japanese
Language Schools Role in Identity
Formation

Chidori Aiso Memorial
Scholarship

ESSAY TITLE: Building Solidarity Within
and Beyond the Japanese American
Community

Ngoc Thi Hong Nguyen
Majors in International Development

Studies, Sociology & Asian
American Studies

Chidori Aiso Memorial
Scholarship

ESSAY TITLE: Resilience in Captivity:
Lessons from Japanese Internment Camp

George & Sakaye Aratani
Community Internship

ESSAY TITLE: Caring for Elders & Intern with
Thai Community Development Corporation
& Nikkei Progressives

INTERNSHIP SITE: Little Tokyo Service

Center & Japanese American Cultural &
Community Center

Professor Harry H.L. Kitano Best
Paper Scholarship

PAPER TITLE: SEA-zing the Opportunity to
Advocate and Organize: The Positionality
of Southeast Asian Student Conference for
Advocacy (joint essay)

Kara Justeson

Major in Human Biology and Society,
Minors in Asian American Studies
& Public Health

John Kubota Grant in Japanese
American Studies

PROPOSAL TITLE: Multicultural Health
Education and Policy

Jason Vu

Majors in Global Studies & Asian
American Studies, Minor in Linguistics

Chidori Aiso Memorial
Scholarship

PAPER TITLE: Rising as One: Reflections on
Solidarity

Professor Harry H.L. Kitano Best
Paper Scholarship

PAPER TITLE: SEA-zing the Opportunity to
Advocate and Organize: The Positionality
of Southeast Asian Student Conference for
Advocacy (joint essay)

Kristi Mai
Major in Asian American Studies,
Minors in History & Labor Studies

Yuen Fong & Lew Oy Toy
Family Internship in Chinese
American Studies

INTERNSHIP SITE: Chinese American
Museum

Elizabeth Lixing

Cannella
Major in Pre-Psychology

Morgan & Helen Chu
Outstanding Scholar Award

Nina Mikyla-Kumiko
Williams
Major in Psychology

Morgan & Helen Chu
Outstanding Scholar Award

Cindy Qi

Major in Pre-Psychobiology

Morgan & Helen Chu
Outstanding Scholar Award



Angela Li

Majors in Political Science &
Asian American Studies

Rose Eng Chin & Helen Wong
Eng Best Paper Scholarship
PAPER TITLE: Unseen and Unforgiving:

Massage Brothels and the Sex Trafficking
of Chinese Women

Tsugio & Miyoko Nakanishi
Best Paper Scholarship in Asian
American Literature & Culture

PAPER TITLE: Made by Yang Chow for
America: Chinese American Food in Los
Angeles

Justin Suarez

Major in International Development
Studies, Minors in Digital Humanities &
Asian American Studies

Professor Harry H.L. Kitano Best
Paper Scholarship

PAPER TITLE: SEA-zing the Opportunity to
Advocate and Organize: The Positionality
of Southeast Asian Student Conference for
Advocacy (joint essay)

Grace Lee

Major in Sociology

George & Sakaye Aratani
Community Internship

ESSAY TITLE: Our Elders Deserve More
INTERNSHIP SITE: Little Tokyo Service Center

Kristi Mai
Major in Asian American Studies,
Minors in History & Labor Studies

Yuen Fong & Lew Oy Toy
Family Internship in Chinese
American Studies

INTERNSHIP SITE: Chinese American
Museum

Ashley Tran

Major in Anthropology

Ben and Alice Hirano Best
Paper Scholarship
PAPER TITLE: The Founding of Asian

American Studies: A Counter-Reaction to
the Model Minority Myth

Kelly Lin

Major in Biology

Morgan & Helen Chu
Outstanding Scholar Award

Vincent Sonny Leong

Major in Biochemistry

Morgan & Helen Chu
Outstanding Scholar Award

Josephine Stel Flores

Majors in Psychology &
Asian American Studies

Nhat Tran M.D. Scholarship

ESSAY TITLE: Power to the People
Because of the People

George and Lily Kagawa Award for
Asian American & Pacific Islander
Health Research Internship
INTERNSHIP SITE: To be determined

Ryan Neis

Major in Ecology, Behavior, and Evolution,
Minor in Asian American Studies

Philip Vera Cruz Best Paper
Scholarship

PAPER TITLE: The American Call Center
Industry

Royal Morales Best Paper
Scholarship

PAPER TITLE: Call Centers: An American
Economic Borderland



Thank you to our donors who make our work possible,

$100,000+

Sakaye I. Aratani
Althea and Minoru Tomijima

$50,000 - $99,999
Helen ‘69 and Morgan Chu ‘71,
MA 72, PHD ‘74
Carol Mochizuki ’70

$10,000 - $24,999

Visual Communications

$5,000 - $9,999

Cathay Bank
Henry Jung ‘87 and Mark Deangelis
Michael Lee

$1,000 - $4,999

Norma Corral

Ashwin Datt ‘93

Janet and John Fossum

Michelle Monsalud Gosom ‘97

Lilly and Beaumont Q. Hall ‘62

Marsha Hirano-Nakanishi

Arnold K. Honda 77

Haruko ‘81 and Akira Kawasaki

Suellen and Munson Kwok

Ann and John M. Liu MA ‘74, PHD ‘85

Gene C. Moy MA ‘03

Netflix, Inc.

Elsie Uyematsu Osajima

Vanessa R. Ozuna

Kyeyoung R. Park

Kanji Sahara

Elma Ocampo Severson

Jina and Roger M. Wakimoto

May Wang

Irving Weiser

Suzi Wong ‘70 and Jed Rasula

Erica K. Yamamura ‘01, MA ‘03, PHD ‘06
and Soren H. Nielsen

$500 - $999

Phil T. Bangayan MA ‘94 and Marian
Tsai-Bangayan
Ronald S. Chow ‘73
Rosalyn and Tim Dong
Margaret York and Lance Ito ‘72
Stefanie ‘00 and John Lau
Nancy and Milton H. Louie MD ‘75
Valerie J. Matsumoto
Mary Nishimoto ‘80 and David Stephan
Yvonne and Alan Nishio
Christia Kaminsky-Ogawa and
Rodney Ogawa ‘70
Karen ‘76, JD ‘79 and
Martin Tachiki ‘75, JD ‘78
Jennifer ‘76 and
Casimiro Tolentino ‘72, JD ‘75
Faye F. Yamada 70

$100 - $499

Tomiye T. and Randolph Akagi
Dalal Alfares PhD ‘17
Maria-Paz and Earl L. Avery ‘70
Eleanor Chan MBA 17

Felicia Chang JD ‘99

Ann Chau ‘08 and Don Lai

Sharon R. Chon PhD ‘14

Alfred C. Chow ‘00

Ruth Chung and David K. Yoo

George L. Colindres JD ‘99

Jean-Paul Contreras Deguzman
MA ‘07, MA 10, PHD ‘14

Lawrence R. Cotter PhD ‘77

Wanda W. Chin ‘74 and Terry
Dickey

andrew H. Do MA ‘14

Robert L. Duell

eBay Inc.

Sarah S. ElIman MA ‘90

Linda N. Espana-Maram PhD ‘93

Wendy and Gary Furuno ‘72

Dolly M. Gee ‘81, JD ‘84

Michael C. Gong JD ‘85

Neil Gong

Elisa S. Ha ‘89

Julie A. Ha ‘94

Jamie M. Hamano ‘78

Lisa M. Hasegawa ‘91

Yanting He ‘17

Candace Hickey

Paul C. Honda ‘80

Sunny Hsia

Tony D. Hsu ‘00

Leslie A. Ingram Drake ‘74

Tazuko and Lloyd Inui

Naomi Irie

Kenneth Ito

Andrew Jolivette

Mijin Kang

Mary Uyematsu Kao ‘71, MA ‘07
and John Kao

Peter N. Kiang

Harry H. Kim

Tracy E. Kiuchi

Robert W. Ko

Claire K. Kohatsu MS‘92

Daniel A. Kubo

Samuel L. Lau ‘02

Rhonda 78 and Keith J. Lee ‘75

Sharlene D. Lee PhD ‘06

Kevin Leung ‘90

Derrick E. Lim MA ‘85

Paul C. Lin ‘93

Phuong Tang MSW ‘05, MA ‘08
and Jeff W. Liu ‘96

Sarah Marie P. Mamaril ‘05

Darryl G. Mar MA ‘96

Rhea G. Mariano ‘96

Patsy and James N. Matsushita

Sucheta Mazumdar ‘74, MA 77,
PHD ‘84

Lynn C. Mikami ‘66

Vicky Miyashiro ‘03

Susan Nakaoka ‘91, MA ‘99, MSW
‘99, PHD ‘14 and Manuel Lares

James M. Nakatsuka ‘89

Tracy Ng

Hai Nguyen

Mike Hoa T. Nguyen MA ‘14

Russell D. Nishimura DDS ‘81

Northrop Grumman Corporation

Christine K. Oka ‘74, MLS ‘90

Ellen Okamoto JD ‘87

Joyce N. Okazaki ‘56

Paul M. Ong

PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP

Derrick Que ‘00

Rising Star Development, LLC

Jacqueline E. Rodarte 13

Susan Rosales ‘81, MA ‘83 and
Daniel Mayeda ‘79, JD ‘82

llana Rosman

Ikuyo ‘55 and Bo T. Sakaguchi

Diane and Bruce E. Shimano

Marianne T. Sing ‘84

Catherine E. Ski ‘97

Rosario E. Stewart

Craig H. Suen ‘85

Mary M. Okino and Ronald A. Sugano

192

Sunshine S. Sykes

Renee Tajima and Armando Pena
MA ‘93

Randy Tamura

Jim C.Tiao MA ‘73

Cindy N. Tomita Oda ‘75

Kio W. Tong-Ishikawa MA ‘07

Khanh Tran

Sissy K. Tran ‘05

Misha Tsukerman ‘09

Donna L. Ujiiye MA ‘86

Karen Umemoto MA ‘89 and
Brian Niiya MA ‘90

Amy L. Uyematsu MA ‘69

Peggy Wu and Howard S. Wang MA
‘81, PHD ‘92

Randy K. Wayamori ‘77

Don Wei

Cory S. Weng MA ‘05

Cheryl N. Yamashita ‘69

Akemi K. and Gary Yano

lan Yeom ‘00

Peicheng Yu PhD ‘16

H.Yu

Jason N. Yuan ‘93

Zheng Zheng ‘10

Up to $99

Vickie L. Allen ‘84

Angelo N. Ancheta ‘83, JD ‘86

Angela Arunarsirakul MA ‘13

Nomondalai Batjargal ‘17

Anne Bautista

Jody H. Calderon

Cheryl J. Chan MA ‘88

Rachel S. Chang ‘99

Lucinda Chee ‘91

Diane Tan and King H. Cheung ‘72

Atley Chock

Angela Choi ‘14

Christi A. Corpus ‘06

William X. Cui ‘08

Ashok K. Das PhD ‘08

Marlou De Luna ‘84

Dinnah B. Donato ‘89

Betty A. Donohue PhD ‘94

Michael Du ‘09

Peter C. Fan MA ‘98

Jin Fang PhD ‘12

Pengli Feng ‘09

Nanci C. Freeman PhD ‘94

Brian N. Fukuma ‘84

Kristin L. and Paul Fukushima

Constance Fung MD ‘98 and
Hawkin Woo

Phyllis Fung PhD ‘05

Gerardo Gomez

Cheng-En Guo PhD‘05

Alexander C. Ha ‘08

Gail M. Helgeson ‘73

Bluebird J. Herrera ‘02

Justin Hong

Yumi L. Hori ‘00

Stan Huang ‘02

James Huynh MA ‘19

Insperity

Rui Ishido MA 18

Douglas Ishii

Katherine Jew MA ‘88

Emory G. Johnson ‘17

Joanna Josue

andrew Jung MA ‘10

Jeffrey A. Kho 14

Phillip J. Kirihara ‘82

Glen I. Kitayama MA ‘93

Don N. Kuroyama ‘75

Rahim Kurwa PhD ‘08

Namquyen Le

Tieu-Khe Le MA ‘15

Trinh H. Le ‘06

Julie Cho MFA ‘99 and James K.
Lee, MA ‘95, MA ‘97, PHD ‘00

Jen Lee

Susan Liu and Darrell Leong ‘96

Michael S. Li ‘05

Ying Li MBA ‘14

Melody Liao MA ‘14

Tien T. Lin PhD 70

Charles Liu ‘11 MA ‘19

Katharine Liu ‘09

Ching W. Loong ‘86

Jonathan Low

Elise Fenfang MA ‘03

Helen Mach ‘18

Stacy T. Maeda ‘92

Blythe E. Mao MA ‘93

Alexandra E. Margolin MA ‘13

Robert S. Mashihara ‘73

Kanako Masuda MA ‘19

Robert M. Matsumoto ‘74

Angela Mo PhD ‘04

Jolene E. Morita ‘94

Michael Myint MA ‘90

Willis S. Nagami ‘65

Erin M. Nakamura MA ‘12

Lan Ngo MS ‘96

Jacqueline K. Nguyen ‘07

Mai T. Nguyen

Sandy M. Nguyen ‘10

Trung P. Nguyen MA ‘12

Janaya Nichols

Kenneth K. Okikawa ‘67

Margaret S. Oppel

Janice Y. ‘66 and Megumi Osumi
‘68, MA ‘73, JD ‘76

Mitsuyoshi Ozawa MA ‘95

Stephen M. Ozawa ‘92

Richard Peng ‘16

Amber Phung MSN ‘18

Mitsuko N. Pierre ‘75

Marcus K. Sakamoto ‘89

Sharyn A. Sakuda Fong MA ‘95

Felicia R. Settle ‘81

Preeti Sharma MA ‘08, PhD ‘19

Rachel G. Shuen MA ‘14

Sonia L. Sugg MD ‘88

Irene Soriano Saxon

Bob C.Tang

Evangeline Tangog Theobald
MSN ‘90

Sharon Tantoco

The Eddie H. Takata and Karen M.
Takata Trust

Lily C. Tsau ‘81

Travis Y. Tu MA ‘92

Kenneth J. Vega ‘15

Kate K. Viernes MA ‘14

Wells Fargo Bank

Lisa R. White ‘90

Dorothy F. Wong MA ‘93

Helen Y. Woo ‘70

Brian William Woon ‘05

Kaiyi Wu MS 17

Lai Wa Wu MA ‘13

Ger Xiong MA 13

Sharon T. Yamato MA ‘66

Beverly V. Yanuaria MA ‘14

Qing Yue PhD ‘05

Bo Zhang MBA ‘17

Deying Zhang

Donations listed were made from November 2019 to November 2020.
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