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William S. Richardson School of Law. He is known for his legal work and scholarship on 
civil rights and racial justice, with an emphasis on reparations for historic injustice. He is 
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The mission of the Asian Pacific American Legal Center of Southern California (APALC) is to advocate 
for civil rights, provide legal services and education, and build coalitions to positively influence and impact 
Asian Pacific Americans and to create a more equitable and harmonious society.

APALC was founded in 1983 with broad community based support and is now the largest organization in 
the country focused on meeting the legal needs of one of the nation’s fastest growing populations. APALC 
serves more than 15,000 individuals and organizations each year through direct services, community edu-
cation, training, and technical assistance.

APALC is a unique organization that merges the work of a traditional legal service provider and a civil 
rights organization. To achieve its goals of justice and equality, APALC draws on four strategies: direct 
legal services; impact litigation; policy analysis and advocacy; and leadership development.

As a direct legal services provider, APALC serves the diverse APA communities with intake, legal counsel-
ing, education, and representation in poverty law areas such as family law and domestic violence, con-
sumer rights, immigration, and housing. Through its staff and volunteers, it has the capacity to facilitate 
numerous languages including Korean, Japanese, Mandarin, Cantonese, Khmer, Indonesian, and Vietnam-
ese, along with English and Spanish. APALC is the only legal service provider in Los Angeles County that 
maintains this type of language capacity, and thus is an important resource for indigent monolingual or 
limited English speaking APAs who are in need of legal assistance.

At the same time, as a civil rights advocacy organization APALC has been involved with a wide range of 
civil rights issues, including hate crimes monitoring, police-community relations, voting rights, and im-
migrant rights. In addition, APALC takes a leadership role in promoting collaboration with other ethnic 
groups, advocacy groups, and social service providers on a range of issues concerning the Los Angeles 
community at large.

In its litigation strategy area, APALC, along with other advocates, led the groundbreaking workers’ rights 
lawsuit, Bureerong v. Uvawas, and worked with Thai and Latino garment workers to hold manufacturers 
and retailers accountable for sweatshop conditions. APALC continues to use a grassroots model of litiga-
tion that includes casework, outreach, education, and policy advocacy, to empower garment workers to 
engage in a broader movement for social justice.

Finally, APALC’s focus on interethnic relations and multiracial coalition building is evident in its youth, par-
ent, and community-focused leadership development programs, as well as in its work in garment work-
ers’ rights, hate crimes prevention, and coalition building within the API community. In all of these areas, 
APALC is explicitly multi- and cross-racial in its approach and seeks to develop both youth and adult 
advocates and leaders whose work can cross-racial, ethnic, geographic, and other boundaries.

APALC is affiliated with the Asian American Justice Center.

For more information, please visit the official APALC website: http://www.apalc.org or call: 213-977-7500.
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The UCLA Asian American Studies Center (AASC) is one of four ethnic studies centers at the University 
of California, Los Angeles. Established in 1969, the Center is recognized as the premier research, publica-
tions, and teaching program in the field of Asian American Studies. Together with the department of Asian 
American Studies, UCLA has the largest undergraduate and graduate program in Asian American Studies 
in the nation with faculty from all disciplines of the humanities and social sciences. Its renowned Press 
publishes the Amerasia Journal and AAPI Nexus. 
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EthnoCommunications

U.S./China Media and Communications Program
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Director: Don T. Nakanishi

For more information: http://www.aasc.ucla.edu/ or call: 310-825-2974.
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Education Through Struggle
25th Anniversary Mural located at UCLA Asian American Studies Center
3230 Campbell Hall, University of California Los Angeles, CA 90095

Artist: Darryl Mar
Photo: Mary Uyematsu Kao

Mural Statement: (for the complete artist’s statement and list of artists and supporters, visit the Center)

“...In choosing the images for the 25th Anniversary Commemorative Mural, we focused on the issues of 
identity, community, and education. The two men walking forward were part of the multicultural coalition 
of the Wounded Knee Protest in the 1960s. Today we join in continuing their collective struggle in battles 
such as immigrant rights, affirmative action, and justice for workers. As we make our own mark on the 
world, we must do it in concert with our community....

It is without a doubt that education is the goal that comes out of our struggles, but we must not forget that 
education is the fuel for the spirit of social equality....”

DARRYL MAR received his Master of Arts in Asian American Studies, UCLA. The commissioned mural 
was funded in part by the UCLA Asian American Studies Center, Concerned Asian Pacific Students for 
Action (CAPSA) and the California Arts Council.


