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UCLA Asian American Studies Center
Designated as Census Information Center

The U.S. Census Bureau has officially designated the
UCLA Asian Amnerican Studies Cenler as one of 60 new
national Census Information Centers (CICs).

‘The CIC program was starled in 1988 fo provide better
access 1o data, research and vartous Census products to
minoerity, immigrant snd disadvantaged corumunities.

CICs receive most Census Bureau produels as svell as
technical support and equipment. Inturmn, they process data,
compile stalistics, create maps and make relevant informa-
ton available to the communities they serve.

Nationally, twelve Astan Pacific American organiza-
lions were sefected as CICs, including the Astan Pacific [s-
lander Mealth Forwm in San Francisco, the Cambaodian Asso-
ciation of Greater Philadelphia ang the Organization of Chi-
nese Americans in Washington, D.C InLos Angeles, mcnnﬁ_
Services for Groups, inc, and the Korean American Coalition
were alse selected as CICs.

The AASC CIC Project is a partnership between the
Canter and the National Coalition of Asian Pacific Americans
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for Community Development (CAPACD), a national net-
work of APA community-based organizations providing
housing, employment, business and social services 1o low-
income APA Communities.

Besides providing the demographic, ezonomic i geo-
graphic data needed by CAPACD's membership, plans for
the CIC inelude developing regrional maps and stler data for
use by local organizations, government agencies, advocates
and sesearchers.

il Watanabe, Executive Director of Little Tokyo Service
Center and Board Member of CAPACD, stated: "Buing a CIC
will allow us to generate the data we need to be effective
advocates for the Asian and Pacific [slander community. The
data will help us impact policy al both the locad and national
Tevel.”

For moze information about 1he AASC CIC Project, con-
tact Cenler Assistant Director Dennis Arguelles at (318) 825-
2974,
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Nation’s First Korean
American Studies

Academic Chair
Established at UCLA

Cornerstone Donation by Jae Min Chang
Creates The Korea Times -~ Hankook libo
Chair in Korean American Studies

The UCLA Asian American Studies Center will house thenation’s firstacademic
chair in Korean American Studies. A major cornerstone donaltion by Jae Min Chang, a
UCLA alimnus, will establish The Korea Times-IHankook Hbo Chair in Kerean Ameri-
can Studies at UCLA,

“This academic chair will be the first ene of its kind in all of American higher
cducation tospecifically recognizeand support scholarly excellence in Kerean American
Stucios,” stated Asian American Studies Center Director Don T Nakanishi.

‘The academic chair will be administered by the UCLA Astan American Studies
Center, and occupied by the nation’s preeminent schefarin the fivld of Kerean American
Studies.

According 10 Professor Nakanishi, Jae Min Chang has long been involved in
UCLA alumni aciivities and has been deeply committed to the deveiopment of Asjan
Aumerican Studies and Korean American Studies af UCLA.  He is the Chairman,
Publisher, and CEQ of The Keren Tinws-Hunkook Hbo newspapes, the country’s largest
Keorean American newspaper.

‘Fhis witl be the seennd academic chair for the LCLA Aslan American Studies
Center, which was founded in 196% and wndertakes an extensive agenda of research,
teaching,publications, library and archival collecting, and community-university col-
lnberations interms of Asian American Studies, Since the kate 19705, it has administered
an academie chair in Japanese American Studies, which was established through the
donations of Jupanese American alumni and friends of UCLA. The academic chair is
currently occupied by Professor Robert Nokamura of UCLA's Fitm and Television
Depariment, who is a pioneer in the development of Asian American independent
medin and the director of the Center for BthnoCommunications.

A third academic chair named after UCLA alumnus and AASC supporier
Gevernor Benjamin Cayetano of Hawaiti dealing with Asian Americass public policy is
afse undenvay,
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en 7o Lee:;

A Personal View of
150 Years of Injustice

By Russell C. Leong

Little did I know several years ago when I was working with a student named
Alberta Lee, a promising writer and student at UCLA, that Iwould be writing about
her father, Wen Ho Lee, today.

I would always remember Alberta because she told me she grew up in Los
Alamos, New Mexico, and that she was especially interested in Asian American
writers such as Frank Chin and Maxine Hong Kingston. I would remember telling
her to write about her childhood and of growing up in Los Alamos, and, a half-
dozen years later, suggesting that she keep a good journal of all that was happening
toher family and toher father, Wen Ho Lee, after his seizure by the FBL. She couldn’t
promise, she said, because she was so distraught and angry at the injustice of the
case. Whatshedid tell me was that: “My fatheris a good man, They are persecuting
him for no reason atall.” Asit turned out, Alberta did keep thatjournal — but the
FBI later confiscated it when they were searching her apartment.

Now [ ask myself: Was the Wen Ho Lee case an isolated, aberrant case of racial
profiling, of singling out a Chinese American for persecution and prosecution? The
answer is No, in my view. Onerous discrimination based on skin color and the
notion of “foreignness,” has been part and parcel of the “American” way since the
inception of the nation.

Since the arrival of the Chinese to the United States during the Gold Rush 150
years ago, Asian immigrants and refugees have been used by both Democrats and
Republicans to incite nativism and racism and to garner populist votes, according
to Prof. L. Ling-chi Wang of U.C. Berkeley. Though Wang wrote this in an essay for
UCLA's Amerasia Journal analyzing the 1996 Campaign Finance seandal, his point
can be applied to Wen Ho Lee case.

In Lee’s case, we see clearly how the combined elite forces of mass media such
as the New York Times, institutions of the state such as the FBI and the Energy
Department, and members of the U.S. Congress— together with the Democrats and
the Republicans — angled to bolster votes during a presidential election year, to
restore credibility to a disorganized nuclear lab, and to score partisan political
points against the People’s Republic of China by accusing a Chinese American
scientist of espionage.

The extreme hostility, the denial of individual rights, and the dogged persecu-
tion of Dr. Lee has an uncanny, familiar ring. From the Hearstbaiting of the Chinese
“yellow peril” in the late 1800s to the forced World War II internment of 120,000
Japanese Americans in concentration camps behind barbed wire, to the racial
killing of Joseph lleto, a Filipino American postal worker, Asian Americans
continue to be perceived as perpetual racial “foreigners.” As a consequence, we
have been maimed, incarcerated, and killed. It doesn’t matter if Asians are Ameri-
can-born, naturalized, immigrant or refugee.

But as students, scholars, staff members, and workers at UCLA, what can we
do? Speaking from the perspective of the editor of Amerasia Journal and as a
professor of English, let me offer the following suggestions:

1. Ascitizens, write President Bush for a presidential pardon. It should be faxed
to either (202) 456-2461 or (202)456-1121, and addressed to: The Honorable George
W.Bush, President of the United States, The White House, Washington, D.C. 20500.

2. As educators, begin to integrate the Wen Ho Lee case in your classes on the
law, on racial injustice, on civil rights, on Asian and minority relations, and on
American politics and culture. On its part, the UCLA Asian American Studies
Center Reading Room is collecting all printed and media materials connected to the
case for the utilization of students and scholars.

CROSSCURRENTS

Gienn Omatsu
gomatsu @ucla.edu
Editor

Russell C. Leong
Contributor

Jamie Ardefia
Photographer

Charles Ku
ku@ucla.edu
Distribution

CressCurrents, the newsmagazine of the
UCLA Asian American Studies Center, keeps
readers abreast of current Center programs, in-
cluding graduate and undergraduaie programs,
research projects, publications, faculty activi-
ties, student perspectives, relevant university
and cornmunity issues, and programs not spon-
sored by the Center but in the province of Asian
American Studies.

CrossCurrents is published twice yearly
{Spring/Summer and Fall/Winter) and distrib-
uted in the community by Center staff. liisalso
mailed free to all subscribers of Amerasia Jour-
nal, Others who would like to receive
CrossCurrents through the mail should sub-
scribe w0 Amerasia Journal (see subscription
information on page 13 of this newsmagazine
and in the special publications supplement).

For mere information azbout activities and
programs of the UCLA Asian American Studies
Center, contact: 3230 Campbell Hall, Box
951546, 405 Hilgard Avenue, Los Angeles, CA
900%5-1546; phone, (310} 823-2974; Waorld
Wide Web — www.sscnet.ucla.edu/aase

3. As activists, work to establish
more interdisciplinary courses on criti-
cal race theory, and on the relationship
between the state, race, law and politics.
UCLA's new law program in Critical
Race Studies can teach anew generation
of law students about the Wen Ho Lee
case and the miscarriage of justice.

And finally, from the personal per-
spective of a writer, I'd like to suggest
that each of you keep a journal on the
kinds of personal and political issues
that affect you today, be they small or
large. To set your thoughts in writing
can be a powerful tool for justice and a
powerful testimony for others. The act
of writing in itself — be it in a neatly-
bound diary or on a prisoner’s defiant
scrap of paper — can change the future
in unexpected ways.

{Prof. Russell C. Leong, an Adjunct
Professor of English at UCLA, is editor of
Amerasia Journal and head of UCLA Asian
American Studies Center Press.)



CROSSCURRENTS

FALLAWINTER 2000 3

Professor Marjorie Kagawa-Singer Leads Research Team

New Study Examines Cancer Screening

Cancer ranks as the number one cause of death among Asian
American and Pacific Islander (AP} women, yet a range of health
care access barriers have left them with the lowest screening and
early detection rates for breast and cervical cancer of all ethnic
groups, a UCLA study shows.

Lead author for the study is Professor Marjorie Kagawa-Singer
of the UCLA 5cheol of Public Health's Department of Community
Health Sciences and the Asian American Studies Center.

The study, the first to break down national data for breast and
cervical carcinoma screening among APl subgroups, also shows that
the practice of merging APl health data into a single category hides
significant rate variations. In fact, the groups at highest risk for late
cancer detection and treatiment becomne invisible.

For example, federal Healthy People 2000 guidelines recom-
mend that 95 percent of women age 18 or older should receive a Pap
test to detect cervical cancer. The study showed that 21 percent of
API women have never had a Pap test, compared with 5 percent of
whitewomen. Amongindividual APIpopulations, Japanese women
(8 percent} de not differ significantly from white women, but signifi-
cantly more Filipino (15 percent), Vietnarese (36 percent), Chinese
(28 percent), Asian Indian (26 percent) and Korean (25 percent)
women have never had a Pap test.

Demographic characteristics that affect healthcare access —
education, income, age — all had a significantly greater negative
impact on cancer screening rates among APIs than on white women,
the study showed. Language and cultural differences also played a
role.

“APls themselves, as well as policy-makers, labor under the
myth that APls are a healthy population and at low risk for breast
and cervical cancer,” said Professor Marjorie Kagawa-Singe.

“Inaddition, the practice of aggregating more than 60 nationali-
ties into one API category masks marked demographic differences
associated with low rates of cancer screening,” she said. “Targeted
efforts to increase screening among APl women could increase their
cancer survival rates dramatically.”

The study showed major variations among API subgroups in
demographicrisk factors for low rates of cancer screening, including
low education and income levels and age:

» The average college education rate for Chinese Ameri-
cans is 42 percent, compared with the U.S. average of
21 percent. However, the number of women withless
than four years of education was 2 percent nationally
and 6 percent for APIs,

» The Japanese American poverty rate is 6.6 percent, or
the same as whites, whereas the rate for all Southeast
Asian groups is more than 66 percent.

© The APi median age of less than 31.2 years compared
witha U.S. median age of 33.4 years, yet the Vietnam-
ese and Hmong median ages are 25.2 years and 12.5
years, respectively.

Nearly one-third of APIs are isolated linguistically, the study
showed, with significant variations among the subgroups: Hmong,
55.8 percent; Chinese, 40.8 percent; Filipino, 17 percent; and Samoan,

ates for Asian & Pacific Islander

Vomen

14.2 percent.

Non-English-speaking APIs usually are excluded fromnational
surveys, including the National Health Interview Survey (NHIS)
since it is administered in English and Spanish enly, and they tend
to have the lowaest screening rates.

Breast and cervical cancer rates in native Asian and Pacific
islander countries are 25 percent to 50 percent of those of U.S.
women. The study showed, however, that among APIs those rates
begin to mirror that of their host country within 10 years of immigra-
tion.

For example, the cancer rate for Japanese Americans (74 per
100,000), the most acculturated APl subgroup with the cldest popu-
lation, is more than three times higher than the rate for Korean
Americans (23.3 per 100,000), a more recent and younger immigrant
group.

The study, published in the August 2000 edition of the Ameri-
can Cancer Society’s peer-review journal Cancer, received funding
from the Oncology Nursing Foundation.

Researchers used the most recent National Health Interview
Survey (1993 and 1994} to study screening rates for APIs as one group
and for six distinct subgroups: Chinese, Filipino, Korean, Vietnam-
ese, Japanese and Asian Indians. The sample included 2,756 non-
Hispanic API and 64,196 non-Hispanic white women age 18 years
or older.

Profs. Chu and Yu Gain Grants

to Study Asians in the Americas

UCLA Professors Clara Chu of Information Studies and Henry
Yu of History — both members of the Asian American Studies Cen-
ter Faculty Advisory Committee -~ have received two grants to en-
hance the work they are doing with the Asians in the Americas
Working Group at UCLA.

The Working Group brings together scholars from diverse dis-
ciplines who have an interest in studying Asians in the Americas.

The first grant was funded by the Chancellor’s Initiative on
Academic Border Crossing to support the project, “Counting and
Discounting Asians in the Americas: National and Local Construe-
tions of Race and Ethnicity.” The focus of this study is on migrants
from Asia as a test case for understanding how migration and the
subsequent contacts between peoples have been categorized.

According to Professor Chu, “We bring together the expertise
of an information scientist and historian to explore the historical
development of counting Asians in the census of the countries in
the Americas, understand the social and legal context of such de-
velopment, and document the resources used in prior research and
the resources available to count Asians in the Americas.

Professors Chu and Yu also received a Canadian Studies Pro-
gram Enhancement Grant from Canada. The grant will enable them
to develop a searchable digital database /bibliography of Asian Ca-
nadian research and create a network of U.5. and Canadian schol-
ars studying Asian Canadians. They hope to collaborate with oth-
ers to produce an Asians in the Americas bibliography.
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The Asian Amercan Studies Center
and Amerasia journal along with other South-
ern California AAS programs held a No-
vernber 4 conference, “The Future of Asian
American History: A Dialogueon Learning
and Teaching Asian American History for
the 21st Century.” Conference organizers
were Professors Russel! C. Leong, Valerie
Matsumoto, and Don T, Nakanishi.

The conference atiracted over 400 par-
ticipants and coincided with publication of
a special issue of Amerasia Journal (Vo.L 26,
No. 1) on “Histories and Historians in the
Making,” edited by Professors Leong and
Matsumoto, Conference panels included
the following:

Asian American Women: (En)Gen-dering His-
tory——Whataretheimplicationsof women's
and gender studies on interpreting, teach-
ing, and writing Asian American history?
Conversely, has AAS influenced feminist
and women's studies?

Valerie Matsumote (History, UCLA)
Cathy Ceniza Choy (American Studies/
History, University of Minnesota)
Judy Yung {AAS, UC Santa Cruz)
Karen Leonard (Anthropology, UC Irvine}
Alice Yang Murray (History, UC Santa Cruz)
Arleen deVera (History, UCLA)

History, Politics and Conununity: How do
historians look at the Wen Ho Lee case?
What historical questions does it raise for
interpreting the Asian Asmerican experi-
ence today?

Tritin Toyota {AAS, UCLA)

Yuji Ichicka (History, UCLA)
Alexander Saxton {History, UCLA)
Him Mark Lai (History, SF State University)
K. W. Lee (Pulitzer Journalist, UCLA)

Amerasin Journal 2000-2004: Presentation of
Special Issues by guest editors

Edward Chang: What Does It Mean to Be
Korean in the 21st Century? (Ethnic
Studies, UC Riverside)

Linda Vo: New Identities, New Issues for
the Vietnamese American Community
(Sociology, UC Irvine)
Warren/Rosa Furumoto: Education Toward
Decolonization and Sodial Change
(Biology, CSU Northridge)

Cindy Fan: Geography, Place, and People
{Geography, UCLA)

Henry Yu: History and Memory
(History, UCLA)

ans Prok
of History” at Conference

It

ire

Video Screening by Robert Nakamira
(Film and TV, and AAS, UCLA},
Once Upon A Camp and
Eye To Eye: Spotlight on Nobuko Miyamato
Evan Leong (EthnoCommunications,
UCLA), Him Mark Lai

New Approaches to Teaching and Lerrning
Asian American History: How can we teach
history of old and new communities in
new ways (through oral history, media,
historical fiction, cultural studies archival
work, etc.)?

Scott Kurashige (History, Univ. of Michigan)
Chris Friday (Mistory, Western
Washington Univesity)
Ruthanne McCunn (Writer, San Francisco)
Derothy Cordowa and Fred Cordova
{University of Washington)

Vinay Lal (History, UCLA)

Govind Bhakta (Writer, Los Angeles)

New Approaches to Teaching and Learning
Asian American History: How can we teach
history to undergraduates?

Henry Yu {(History, UCLA)
Leslie Kawaguchi {AAS, Santa
Monica City College)

Doung Pham and Vu Pham (Asian
American Studies, UCLA and Cornell)
Suste Ling (AAS, Pasadena City Coilege)
Enrigue dela Cruz {AAS, CSU Northridge)

Cosponsors of the conference were
Astan American Studies Department, CSU
Northridge; Asian American Studies Pro-
gram, CSU Fullerton; Asian American
Studies Program, Pasadena City College;
Asian American Studies Program, Santa
Monica College; Asian American Studies
Program, UCIrvine; Asian American Stud-
ies Program, University of Southern Cali-
fornia; Asian and Asian American Studies
Program, C5U Los Angeles; Asian-Pacific
Studies Program, CSU Dominguez Hills;
Asian Pacific American Studies Program,
Loyola-Marymount University; Associa-
Hon of Asian American Studies, Southern
Califernia Region; Center for Asian Pacific
America, UC Riverside; Department of
Asian American Studies, UC Santa Bar-
bara; Department of Asian and Asian
American Studies, C5U Long Beach; De-
partment of Ethnic Studies, UC San Diego;
and Intercollegiate Department of Asian
American Studies at the Claremont Col-
leges.

UCLLA’s Daily Bruin
Highlights Stellar
AASC Milestones

The UCLA Daily Bruin newspaper high-
lighted accomplishmments of the Asian Ameri-
can Studies Center in a lengthy article ap-
pearing December 1, 2000.

According to the Bruin, “In 1969, UCLA
became the first university in the nation to
open an Asian Armerican Studies Center,
which eventually allowed for the establish-
ment of the first ever eraduate degree pro-
gram in Asian American Studies [in 1978].”

“Today,” the Bruin continued, “Asian
Americans make up 34.3 percent of UCLA’s
total enroliment, and 38.2 percentof UCLA’s
undergraduate enrollment, making thern the
largest ethnic group among undergradu-
ates, and the second-to-largest ethnic group
amoeng the combined undergraduate and
graduate population.

According to the Bruin, UCLA’s Asian
American Studies program is “the leader in
the nation in regards to its research, faculty
and graduate training” and "UCLA annu-
ally produces more doctoral dissertations
and masters theses on Asian American Stud-
ies topics than any other university in the
world.” .

"With almost 40 professors from more
than 20 departments and professional
schools, the Center is supported by the largst
faculty in Asian American Studies in the
nation,” stated the Bruin,

“These interdepartmental ties have al-
iowed forthedevelopmentofajoint master's
degree with Asian American Studies in el-
ther Public Health or Social Welfare, similar
to a double major for undergraduates.”

Thearticlequotedlong-time Center lead-
ers Professors Don T. Nakanishi and Russell
C. Leong as well as Librarian Marji Lee, the
only person in the world with graduate de-
grees in both Asian American Studies and
Library and Information Science.

According to Lee, “continued collabo-
ration between the faculty, the staff at the
Center and the local Asian American com-
munity help with the progression of the AAS
program.”

Also quoted in the article were the
Center’'s new Assistant Director Dennis
Arguellesand second-year graduate students
Sang Chi and Jeannie Shinozuka.

Photos accompanying the article fea-
tured Professor Henry Yu of Asian Ameri-
canStudies and History and first-year gradu-
ate students Phil Hutchison and Shuwana
Farmer. Both were in Professor Yu's “Criti-
callssuesin Asian AmericanStudies” gradu-
ate class during Fali Quarter 2000.
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Laura Kuo Named
IAC Postdoctoral
Fellow for 2000-01

The UCLA Asian American Studies
Center announced that Dr. Laura ]. Kue,
who received her Ph.D. in the History of
Consciousness Department at UC Santa
Cruz, has been selected to be its IAC
Postdoctoral Feliow in Asian American Stud-
ies for 2000-2001. She was selected from one
of the largest and most outstanding pools of
applicants to ever seek this fellowship.

Dr. Kuo has an exciting and important
research agenda. She stated, “My research
involves postmodern representations of hy-
bridity and multiculturalism in relation to
U.S. feminist politics in print advertising,
feminist activist art, feminist theory, and
grassroots organdizing, My work treats ad-
vertising, art, academe, and activism each as
specific cuttural apparatuses that influence,
inform and delineate women of color cul-
tural production and representation in rela-
tion {o postrnodern transnationalism.”

“AsanIACFellow,” shecontinued, “my
research will concentrate specificially on
Asian/ American gendered identity in refa-
tion to contemporary visual culture, in order
to promote Asian/American transnational
feminist social activism within the context of
these media apparatuses. My objectiveis to
mobilize hybridity and multiculturalism in
order toconceptualize new and creative pos-
sibilities for Asian/American feminist coali-
tional practices within a postmodern/
transnational context.”

Dr. Kuo completed her dissertation
while serving as a Gaius Charles Bolin Fel-
low in the Women's and Gender Studies
Program at Williams College. Previously,
she was a Helena Rubinstein Fellow in the
Critical Studies Component of the Whitney
Museum of American Art's Independent
Study Program. She received her B.A. with
Highest Honors and with distinction in
Women's Studies and Art History from UC
Davis.

UCLA Graduate Students

Receive

IAC Grants to

Support Research

Dennis Arguelles, Assistant Director of
the Asian American Studies Center, an-
nounced the following IAC research grants
for UCLA graduate students for 2000-2001.

UCLA'sInstitute of American Cultures,
in cooperation with the four Ethnic Studies
Centers, offers grants to faculty and gradu-
ate students in support of research on Asian
Americans, African Americans, American
Indians, and Chicanas/os.

Postdoctoral Fellowship

Laura Kuo
History of Consciousness
UC Santa Cruz

Pre-doctoral Fellowships

Stacey Hirose
History

Rebecca Kim
Sociology

Andrew Yan
Urban Planning

Research Grants

Angie Chung, Sociology, “Evolution of Eth-
nicOrganizational Structures in Koreatown”

Young Kim, Public Health, “Korean Ameri-
can Women's Perspective on Breast Cancer
Screening”

Maria Kong, Asian American Studies, “ Asian
Americans in Environmental Justice: A Case
Study of Laotions Organizing in Richmond,
CAI!

Grace Lee, Film & Television, Barrier Device
(30-minute fiction film)

Carpline Libresco, Film & Television, Tle
Grace Lee Project (60-minute documentary)

Jehanna Shil, Sociology, "WhatIs the Mean-
ing of Race in a Local-Global Economy?”

Brandy Worrall, Asian American Studies,
“Mixed-Up: Mapping Out Biracial Narra-
tives on a Body of Competing Tongues”

Andrew Yan, Urban Planning, "Revitalizing

Chinatown: A Comparative Analysis of
Vancouver, B.C. and Los Angeles”

PEN Center USA West recently named
Asian American Studies Center staff mem-
ber Irene SuicoSoriano one of seven recipi-
ents of the $1,000 Rosenthal Fellowships
available to emerging writers from minor-
ity, immigrant and under-served commu-
nities in the 2000-2001 cycle of its Emerg-
ing Voices, a program of literary
mentorship. Soriano will be working on
her poetry manuscript, A Second Sky, and
has chosen Chicana poet Marisela Norte to
be her mentor.

Soriane works as Curriculum Assis-
tant and Special Events Coordinator in the
Center’s main office. She is also studying
to become a filmmaker.

The Center’s Reading Room Assistant
Coordinator, Judy Soo Hoo, was 2 PEN
recipientlastyearand worked onhermanu-
script, The History of George, a novel-in-
progress. Her mentor was novelist Karen
Tei Yamashita.

Irene Suico Soriano Receives
Prestigious PEN Writing Award

The fellowships are made possible by
the Richard and Hinda Rosenthal Foun-
dation which supports outstanding work
from not-yet-established writers and art-
ists. Designed toserve writers working an
a specific project who are ready to be
published, Emerging Voices is an inten-
sive, eight-month program that includes a
one-on-one mentoring relationship with
an established writer, master classes with
established novelists, classesinthe Writer's
Program at UCLA Extension, informal
visits with writers, and literary readings.

PEN Center USA West, founded in
1952, is part of an international organiza-
tion of professional writers created in 1921
to defend freedom of expression and fos-
ter a vital literary communrity woridwide.
With more than 1,000 members, PEN West
is the third largest of 120 international
PEN centers and one of two centers in the
United States.
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Don Nakanishi
Director, AASC
Education

Robert Nakamura
Associate Director, AASC
Filin & Television

James Lubben
Chair, Faculty Advisory Committee
Social Welfare

Cindy Fan
IDP Chair
Geagraphy
Valerie Matsumoto

IDF Vice Chair
History

Pauline Agbayani-Siewert
Social Welfare

Roshan Bastani
Public Health

Emil Berkanovic
Public Health

Mitchell Chang
Education

Lucie Cheng
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King-Kok Cheung
English

Clara Chu
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Law
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English
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English
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English
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Business
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Ninez Ponce
Public Health

Hiromi Lorraine Sakata
Arts and Architecture
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Political Science
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Psychology

Henry Yu
History

Min Zhou
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Professor James Lubben
Receives Major Geriatric
Social Work Grant

UCLA Social Welfare and Urban Planning Professor
James Lubben, the long-time chair of the Asian American
Studies Center’s Faculty Advisory Committee, was re-
cently named principal investigator of a new five-year,
52 4 million grant from the John A. Hartford Foundation of
New York City to initiate a Geriatric Social Work Doctoral
Fellows Program.

Through three waves of national competition, this
program will award 24 two-year $40,000 feliowships to
social work doctoral students whose dissertation research
examines how to improve the lives of older persons and
their families.

This grant has been awarded to the Gerontological
Society of America with a subcontract to UCLA for pro-
gram development and leadership. UCLA will receive
$631,000.

Prof. Valerie Matsumoto
Appointed IDP Vice Chair

Professor Valerie Matsumoto of the Department of
History and Asian American Studies has been named Vice
Chair and Graduate Advisor of the Asian American Stud-
jes Inter-Departmental Program.

“Professor Matsumoto is an extremely popular pro-
fessor among undergraduate and graduate students,” said
Professor Cindy Fan, [DP Chair, “She has taught many of
our core classes, has chaired or been a member of many of
our MA thesis committees, and has mentored a number of
doctoral students in history and other departments.

“Her scholarship has significantly advanced the fron-
tiers of research in Asian American history, women's
history, and U.S. history, and she was the special guest
editor of a recent issue of Amerasia Journal, exploring the
making of Asian American history and historians at the
start of the 21st century.”

Professor Matsumoto previously served as Asssociate
Director of the Asian American Studies Center, and has
been an active member of the Center’s Faculty Advisory
Committee.

Professor Fan also thanked Professor Min Zhou of the
Department of Socivlogy and Asian American Studies for
her leadership during her tenure as Vice Chair of the DT
during the past two years, describing her work with the
graduate program, the JDP review and departmentaliza-
tion as “indispensable during this recent period of transi-
tior both in terms of structural changes of the IDP and
personnel changes at the Center.”

“T'would Like to congratulate Professor Zhou for re-
celving a prestigious fellowship from the U.5. Department
of Education, which has led to her appointmentasan OERI
Scholar at Washington DnC. during the 2000-2001 aca-
demic year,” stated Professor Fan.
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Los Angeles Times|

Names

Prof. Russell Leong’s Book

Among Best

The Los Angeles Times recently named
Phoenix Eyes and Other Stories by UCLA Pro-
fessor Russell C. Leong of Englishand Asian
American Studies as one of the best works of
fiction for 2000.

Professor Leong’scollectionof shortsto-
ries was published recently by University of
Washington Press.

According to the Los Angeles Times:

Russell Charles Leong, the poet
and filmmaker who serves aseditor
of Amerasia Journal and the publica-
tions of the Asian American Studies
Centerat UCLA, offershisowntake
on the Asian experience in America
in Phoenix Eyes and Other Stories, a
collection of startling and unset-
tling short stories that are mostly
set in the landscape of contempo-
rary California. Some of Leong's
rich and evocative stories confront
us with the horror of what might be
played for cheap exoticism in less
skillful hands. “Daughters,” forex-
ample, introduces us toa woman at
work in a suburban brothel in the
San Gabrie! Valley and shows us
how she was forced into a life of

forlks of Fiction

prostitutionat 14 by her own father,
a fate that followed her from Asia to
America. Abruptly, the tale shifts
from the mundane details of a
prostitute’s life ~ the Norplant im-
plants, the can of Lysol spray in the
bathroom, the Tic Tacs that are
chewed three at a time to conceal a
recent meal of “fish paste and garlic
and sweet oyster sauce and ginger
and black beans and chili” — to an
almost mythic scene of crisis and
redemption. “To see life as it hap-
pened, and to imagine other possi-
bilities” is how Leong describes his
own mission as a writer. Both of
these qualities — his acute powers
of observation and his poet's gift
for capturing theexperience of tran-
scendence — are given full expres-
sion in the pages of Phoenix Eyes.

The Los Angeles Times earlier in 2000
published areview of Professor Leong’sbook
by book review editor jonathan Kirsch. Ac-
cording to Kirsch, “Leong always shows us
how mermory and identity persistevenin the
melting pot of America.”

UCLA English Department Appoints
Professor Leong to Faculty Post

UCLA’s English Department recently
appointed scholar and writer Russell C.
Leong as Adjunct Full Professor. The de-
partmental vote was unanimous.

In the English Department, he will be
teaching several classes in the creative writ-
ing program this academic year while also
remaining on the staff of the Asian Ameri-
can Studies Center where he edits Amerasia
Journal, the nation's foremost research pub-
licationin Asian American Studies, and heads
UCLA Asian American Studies Center Press.

Professor Leong is the author of two
books: an award-winning collection of po-
etry, The Country of Dust and Dreams, and a
new book of short stories, Phoenix Eyes and
Other Stories.

Heis also an acclaimed scholar in Asian
American Studies. Two of his edited vol-
umes— Moving the Image: Asian Pacific Ameri-
can Independent Film and Mediz and Asian
American Sexunlifies— are considered classic

works and bestsellers in the fields of Asian
American Studies and Ethnic Studies.

In addition, he serves as General Editor
for the University of Hawaii Press series
“Intersections: Asian and Pacific American
Transcultural Studies.” According to Pro-
fessor Leong, the series “links history and
culture to the articulation of self and to the
diversity of community in the twenty-first
century” and “crosses scholarly disciplines
and generates inquiries that are transcultural
and transnational.” S5ix books have been
published under his guidance.

Aside from his own writing and schol-
arship, he has taught classes in poetry and
creative writing at UCLA and other univer-
sities, including Antioch and the University
of Oklahoma.

In 2000, A magazine listed him as one of
the 100 most influential Asian Americans in
the nation during the decade of the 1990s for
his scholarship and writing.

Prof. Mitchell
Chang Named
Amerasia’s Book
Review Editor

Professor Mitchell Chang, who is an As-
sistant Professor in the UCLA Graduate School
of Education and Information Studies and a
member of the Faculty Advisory Committee
of the Asian American Studies Center, has
been selected to serve as the new book review
editor for social sciences and professional
school disciplines for Amerasia fournal,

Professor Chang, who is one of the
nation’s leading scholars who focuses on the
impact and educational efficacy of racial di-
versity and racial dynamicsin higher educa-
tional institutions, received his Ph.D. from
UCLA in 1996, and held faculty, administra-
tive, and research positions at Loyola-
Marymount University, Stanford University,
and University of Massachusetts, Boston,
before returning to UCLA in Fall 1999.

The American College Personnel Associa-
tion recently awarded him the “"Outstanding
Qutcomes Assessment Research Award, 1999
2000,” for his study entitled, “Does Racial Di-
versity Matter?: The Educational Impact of a
Racially Diverse Undergraduate Population,”
which appeared in the Journal of College Student
Development. He is the lead editor for a {orth-
coming book, “Compelling Interest: Weighing
the Evidence on Racial Dynamics in Higher
Education,” which emerged from his role as
Executive Director of an American Educational
Research (AERA) project on the state of re-
search on race relations and diversity-related
initiatives in U.5. higher education.

Professor Chang, whois a very popular
instructor and a mentor to many UCLA
graduate students, teaches courses about -
systems and organization of American higher
education, issues and research perspectives
on diversity, and Asian American experi-
ences in education.

Professor Chang highly welcomes volun-
teers for book reviews for Amerasin (e-maih
mjchang@gseis.ucta.edu}.
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Chronicle of Higher
Education Highlights
Amerasia Journal Issue
on Historians

The Chronicle of Higher Education in September
2000 highlighted Amerasia Journal and its special
issue devoted to “Histories and Historians in the
Making,” edited by Professors Valerie Matsumoto
and Russell C. Leong of UCLA.

The Chronicle quotes extensively from thearticle
by Professor Chris Friday of Western Washingion
University on the importance of redefining labor
history, showing the value of the article for labor
historians, immigration researchers, and scholars in
Asian American Studies.

According to Professor Friday, “(In labor stud-
ies) Asian Americans remain faceless hordes and
outside the realm of hercic union struggles.” He
adds that academics have done too litile to paint a
more faithful picture. He argues thatlabor historians
have biamed Asian immigrants “for degrading
‘American’ labor.”

Similarly, Professor Friday contends that re-
searchers in Asian Armerican Studies have empha-
sized communities, and community politics, as well
as the dynamics of race and class struggle, over labor
history.

Meanwhile, immigrationhistorians havelargely
left Asian Americans out of their idea of the United
States as a “nation of immigrants” because they have
been perceived as sojourners, or “perpetual foreign-
ers.” Professor Friday writes that the nation-of-
immigrants narrative holds little room for those who
“question the rise of the American nation by . . .
standing in opposition to the unfettered growth of
capitalism.”

According to the Chronicle, Professor Friday
states that influential ideas in the historiography of
American labor — for example, skepticism about
how meaningful workers’ resistance really has been,
and a belief that consumer capitalism assimilated
immigrant cultures — have further obscured Asian
Americans’ place in labor history.

He challenges those ideas, and recommends
focusing on the struggle for control of workplaces,
where he believes scholars will find Asian American
participation in worker movements “that are not
subservient to capitalism or the state.”

Healsorecommends exploring modern-day glo-
balization, because while “the world capitalist sys-
tem is oppressive and coercive, it potentially con-
nects workers and their siruggles to each other.”

Professor Friday writes that scholars who view
Asian American labor history “as a systematic en-
deavor and not as some byproduct of Asian Ameri-
can Studies or as the story of yet one more group of
‘others’ in labor history” can “build mutually pro-
ductive bridges between those heretofore separate
fields.”

Amerasia Journal
Publishes Three Thought-
Provoking Issues to Mairk

New Mill

To mark the new millennium, Amerasia Journal has published three new
issues that expand the boundaries of Asian American Studies.

According to Professor Russell C. Leong, long-time editor of Amerasin, the
new issues push scholars to think about questions of race and ethnicity in
different ways from the past and to redefine the role of Asian American Studies
according to the new questions raised.

History and Historians in the Making (Volume 26, Number 1) was edited
by Professors Valerie Matsumoto and Russell C. Leong and explores new
directions in Asian American historical research as well as the perspectives of
three pioneers in the field: Him Mark Lai, Yuji Ichioka, and Alexander Saxton.

“We hope this special issue will serve to encourage others to explore their
own histories, to imagine aiternative futures, and to develop new languages that
ask new, braver questions of social reality,” write the editors in their introduc-
tory essay.

Whaose Vision? Asian Settler Colonialism in Hawai'i (Volume 26, Number
2) was guest edited by Professors Candace Fujikane and Jonathan Okamura of
University of Hawai'i and challenges the familiar framework of seeing Asian
Americans in terms of immigration and assimilation by examining the relation-
ship of colonialism in Hawai'i between Asian settlers and the indigenous
population.

According to Professor Leong in his introduction to this issue, ” Asians in
Hawai'i do have a choice: to support, or not to support Hawailan sovereignty
claims and the struggle for national rights, and to serve as political allies for the
movement. These points both serve to exemplify and complicate cur under-
standing of Native peoples’ struggles from an Asian American perspective —
not only from the vantags point of who and what we publish, but more
imiportant, from the perspective of the future relationship of Asian American
students, scholars, and communities to struggles around Native self-determina-
tion and national struggles in the Pacific.”

Across the Color Line (Volume 26, Number 3) analyzes the status of Asian
Americans in the coming century in relation to the assertion by W.E.B. Dubois
that “the problem of the twentieth century was the problem of the color line.”

According to Professor Leong, “In putting this issue together, we soon
began to realize that examining race today was no longer just a domestic racial
issue, confined to the interrelationship of Blacks, Whites, Asians, and Latinos
within the borders of the 1.5, Nor was race confined to civil rights, entitlermnent,
or affirmative action issues alone. The ground we were treading was both
cormmunity and globally-based, involving the ‘crossing’ of national, political,
class, gender, religious, technological, cultural and bloodlines, that many of the
articles suggest,

"I believe that it is the responsibility of those connected with educational
institutions and disciplines such as Ethnic Studies to nurture philosophers of
politics, architects of social change, and artists of dissent to create a culture and
build a society in which race serves as a liberating, rather than as an oppressive
force. New forms of electronic language and media also can aid in the formation
of comrmunity and the imagining of racial diversity across virtual worlds.

“As we challenge your ideas, we also encourage your participation within
the pages of Amerasia Journal and within your communities in this unfinished
dialogue around hope, humanism, and change.”

Subscriptions to Amerasia Journal are 335 for individuals (three issues) and
§55 forinstitutions. Single issues are$13 plus postage. Formore information, call
(310) 825-2974 or see the website of the UCLA Asian American Studies Center
{(www. sscnetucla.edu/aasc).
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Volume 26, Number 1 (2000)

Histories and Historians
in the Making

Issue Editors: Valerie J. Matsumoto and
Russell C. Leong

Table of Contenis

Introduction: Histories and
Historians in the Making,
by Valerie |, Matsumoto and Russell C. Leong

Musings of
a Chinese American Historian,
by Him Mark Lai

A Historian by Happenstance,
by Yuji Ichioka

Using the Past o Inform the Future: An
Historiography of Hawai'i’s Asian and
Pacific Islander Americans,
by Eileen H. Tamura

The Indispensable Enemy and Ideological
Construction: Reminiscences of an
Octogenarian Radical,
by Alexander Saxton

Oral History Research, Theory, and Asian
American Studies,
by Alice Yang Murray

Asian American History: Reflection on
Imperialism, Immigration, and
“The Body,”
by Catherine Ceniza Choy

Omn a Stage Buiit by Others: Creating an
Inteilectuai History of Asian Americans,
by Henry Yu

Reclaiming Chinese America:
One Woman's Journey,
by Ruthanne Lum McCunn

Asian American Labor History:
"What Do You Do?”
by Chris Friday

The Alexander Saxton History Award Essay,
1599-2000
Beyond Random Acts of Violence:
Amalyzing Urban Patterns
of Anti-Asian Violence,
by Scott Kurashige

In Memoriam
N.VM. Gonzalez from the Heart:
A Tribute to His Life and Work,
by Ruel 5. De Vera, Russell C. Leong,
and Prosy Dela Cruz

Volume 26, Number 2 {2000)

Whose Vision? Asian Settler
Colonialism in Hawai'i

Issue Editors: Candace Fujikane and
Jonathan Y. Okamura

Table of Contents

To Our Readers: Pacific and Native Hawai-
ian Studies in Amerasia Jorrnal 1971-2000
by Russell C. Leong
Settlers, Not Imnmigrants,
by Haunani-Kay Trask
Note: Whose Vision, 20007
by Karen K. Kosasqa and Sian Tomita

* Introduction: Asian Settler Colonialism in

Hawai'i, by Candace Fujikane

Settlers of Color and “Immigrant”
Hegemony: “Locals” in Hawai‘i,
by Hawnani-Kay Trask

Hawai'i and the United Nations,
by Mililani B. Trask

Hawalian Sovereignty, by Mililani B. Trask
Apologies, by Haunani-Kay Trask

‘Tio'ulackalani: Defending Native
Hawaiian Culture, by Momialz Kamahele

Ideciogical Images: U.5. Nationalism in
Japanese Settler Photographs,
by Etko Kosasa
L.oca} Story: The Massie Case Narrative
and the Cultural Production of Local
Identity in Hawai'l, by John P. Rosa

Race Relations in Hawai'i during World
War II: The Non-internment of Japanese
Americans, by Jonathan Y. Okanura

Local Japanese Women for Justice (LJW])
Speak Out against Daniel Inouye and the
JACL, by Ida Yoshinaga and Eiko Kosasa

Sweeping Racism under the Rug of
“Censorship”: The Controversy over Lois-
Ann Yamanaka’s Blu's Henging,
by Candace Fujikane

Imagining Ourseives: Reflections on the
Controversy over Lois-Ann Yamanaka‘s
Blu's Hanging,
by Darlene Rodrigues
John Kneubuhl’s “Polynesian” Theater at
the Crossroads: At Play in the Fields of

Cultural Identity,
by Caroline Sinavaiana-Gabbard

Anatomy of a Dancer: Place, Lineage and
Liberation, by Peggy Myo-Young Choy
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Volume 26, Number 3 (20060)
Across the Color Line
Table of Contents

To Our Readers: Responses to
“Dare to Cross the Line,”
by Russell C. Leong

Welcome to the New Millennium,
by Grace Lee Boggs

All the Colors of the Rainbow, and
Many Shades in Between:
Putting Racism in Its Place,
by Arif Dirlik

Genteel Racism,
by Vijay Prashad

Playing the Racial Trump Card: Asian
Americans in Contemporary U.S. Politics,
by Claire Jean Kim

The Educational Implications of Affirma-
tive Action and Crossing the Color Line,
by Mitcheil . Chang

“Different” within a World of Differences,
by Remy Gasiambide

An Asian American Outside: Crossing
Color Lines in the United States and Africa,
by Yoon Jung Park

Pledge of Allegiance (for Albert),
by Lori Tsang

One Woman's Journey,
by Carmelita Williams

Asia Minor, Los Angeles, June 1979,
by Genaro Ky Ly Smith

Lawson Inada’s Poetics of Relocation:
Weathering, Nesting, Leaving the Bough,
by Gayle K. Sato

Minoru Yamasaki: Contradictions of
Scale in the Career of the Nisei
Architect of the Worid's Largest Building,
by Bert Winther-Tanmki

The “Flowing Words” of Eileen Chang:
A Biographical Essay and Review of
Rouge of the Norih,
by Betty Tson Fong

Ancesiors in the Americas: Coolies, Sailors,
Settlers by Loni Ding,
by Haiming Liu

Amerasia Journal Annual Selected
Bibliography for 1999,
by Jessica Kim, Charles Ku, and Judy Soe Hoo
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Academic Prize in
Asian American History

Thao Annick Nguyen
Jennifer Sung-ju Wang

Angie Kwon Memorial

Scholarship

Joan Bang
Angela May Gin
Bryant Tan

Tiffany Eng

Union Bank of California
Scholarships

Christy Chieh-Fang Lin
Miranda Ko

Noevir Scholarships

Katie R. Ngan
Donnn Pang

Graduate Fellowships
21st Century George and Sakaye Aratani
Fellowship Graduate Fellowships
Levin Sy Akira Boch
Hae-Ry-Ariel Kim Jeannie Shinozuka
Fumnihiko Yokota
Undergraduate Awards
Chidori Aiso Memorial Toshio & Chiyoko Hoshide
Scholarship Scholarship
Kei Nagao Miles Senzaki
Tad Nakamura Eugene Kim
Marykay Yuko Tsuji
Reiko U %shima & Family
Ben & Alice Hirano cholarship

Eden Grace Lighthipe
Miles Senzaki
Margaret Yea-Sun Lee
James Chau
Joyce Eunhye Chon

21st Century Undergraduate
Scholarship

Margaret Yea-5un Lee
Rena Wong

George & Sakaye Aratani
Community Fellowships

Kei Nagao
Marykay Yuko Tsuji
Ernest Yoshikawa

John Kubota Grants in
Japanese American Studies

CHAMPS/Ann Makiko Shioji
Larry Katata
Kyodo Taiko/Lynn Harada

For more information and application forms for Center scholarships /endowments
for the 2001-2002 academic year, contact Meg Malpaya Thomion, head of Student/Com-
munity Projects, 2239 Campbell Hall, (310} 825-1006 or by e-mail {meg@ucla.edu}), or
see AASC website (www.sscnet.uda.edu/aasc).

Tad Nakamura Honored by
National Society of
Collegiate Scholars

UCLA undergraduate Tadashi Naka-
mura was recently inducted into the Na-
tional Society of Collegiate Scholars.

The organization is a highly selective
national academic honors program estab-
lished to promote the ideal of combining
scholarship and social responsibility.

Nakamura, who is majoring in Asian
American Studies, is currently an officer of
Concerned Asian Pacific Islander Students
for Acton (CAPS5A) and serves as the Affir-
mative Action Coalition representative. He
also serves as a teaching assistant for the
Asian and Pacific Islander Leadership and
Development Project class taught by Sefa
Aina.

Seven New M.A. Theses
in Asian American
Studies Completed

Seven new graduate theses have been
completed in the UCLA Asian American
Studies MLA. program, according to Librar-
ian Marjorie Lee of the Asian American Stud-
ies Reading Room. The thesesare housed in
the Reading Room at 2230 Campbell Hall,
(310) 825-5043.

Anna Maria Alves, "In Search of 'Mean-
ing”: Collective Memory and Identity in
PilipinoCultural Nightat UCLA,” 1999.

Katheryne Jean Cho, "The Korean Bra-
zilians: A Peopie in Transition,” 1999.

Jocelyn Annenera Gonzales, "Issues of
Social Class and Curriculum in Zamora
Linmark’s Novet Rolling the R's,” 2000.

Nina Ha, "Giving Voice: Le Ly Hayslip's
When the Heaven and Earth Changed
Places,” 1999.

Gina T. Inocencio, “Immigration and
Life Satisfaction of Filipino American
World War 11 Veterans in Los Angeles
City,” 1999.

Lynn Mie Itagaki, “Narrating the Ab-
sence of Race and Responsibility in
Cynthia Kadohata's In the Hearl of the
Valley of Lowe,” 2000,

Anthony David Oswmi, “The UCRiver-
side Mural: Art for People’s Sake,” 2000.
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Members of 2000-2001 UCLA Asian Pacific Coalition staff (from left to right) first row: Monica Lee,
Diana Yi Kei Nagao, and Cheryl Yip, ; back row: Brian Nagami, Bryant Tan, and Chris Uejio.

UCLA’s Asian Pacific Cose

{Photo by Meg Maipaya Thornton)
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Celebrates 25 Years of

Advocacy and

UCLA’s undergraduate Asian Pacific
Coalition is celebrating its 25 year anni-
versary during the 2000-2001 school year.

The coalition, consisting of 19 student
organizations, describes itself as “a politi-
cal, cultural, community service, and so-
cial network.” APC unites various Asian
and PacificIslander studentorganizations
to advocate for the needs and concerns of
Asian Pacific Islander communities.

“In all our endeavors, APC strives to
promote education and empowerment as
well as develop leadership skills that will
benefit students, the UCLA community,
and the larger APl community,” stated
one coalition ieader.

Established in the fall of 1975, APC
has worked on issues such as access to
education, affirmative action, labor, glo-
balization, juvenile justice, women's
health, lesbian-gay-bisexual-transexual
issues, and hate crimes.

Current committees in APC are Hate
Crimes, Access & Qutreach (for higher
education), Asian Pacific Islander Gradu-
ation, and API Heritage Month.

Member organizations of APC for
2000-2001 are: Asian American Tutorial
Project, Asian Pacific Health Corps, Asso-
ciation of Chinese Americans, Chinese Stu-
dent Association, Concerned Asian Pa-
cific Islander Students for Action, Han

npowerment

Qol Lim (Korean Cultural Awareness
Group), Hui O T'miloa (Hawai’i Club},
Indian Student Union, Korean American
Students Association, Koreatown Tuto-
rial Project, Mahu (API LGBT Awareness
Group), Nikkei Student Union, Pacific Is-
lands Student Association, Pakistani Stu-
dent Association, Samahang Pilipino,
Sangam, Thai Smakom, United Cambo-
dian Students, and Viemamese Student
Union.

For more information, contact APC at
(310)825-7184 or by e-mnail (apc@ucla.edu).

UCLA Asian Pacific Coalition
2000-2001 Staff

Director: Kei Nagao
Internal Assistant Dir.: Brian Nagami
External Assistant Dir.: Bryant Tan
Community Qutreach Coor.: Diana Yi
Publicity & Outreach Coor.: Cheryl Yip
Programmer: Chris Uejio
Programmer:Monica Lee

Advisors
Meg Malpaya Thornton and Sefa Aina
of the Asian American Studies Center
and
Melissa Veluz-Abraham
of Center for Student Programming

Pacific Ties Looks
at impact of World
Issues on Students

Pacific Ties, the UCLA Asian Pacific Is-
lander studentnewsmagazine, began its 24™
year of publication with an issue focusing on
international issues as they affect young
Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders,

According toeditor Kim To, “There was
a saying that if a people do not have knowl-
edge of themselves and their position in
society and the world, then they have little
chance to relate to anything. And so, where
else to start learning about vourself then at
the roots? More specifically, through Hes,
(ahem) pacific ties, to countries in Asia and
the Pacific Islands. When we did a little
search around the world today, we found a
world of conflict, with wars, floods, military
occupation. But we also found hope.”

Shestated that the issue includes stories
on “shady politicians, greedy developers,
sex slaves, flood victims, militarized coun-
trysides, families separated for 50 years,
peopleoppressed by their governments, and
ethnic genocide.”

Pacific Ties is the nation’s oldest Asian
American and Pacific Islander student-pro-
duced newsmagazine. For subscription in-
formation, call (310) 825-1004 or e-mail
{pacificties@media.ucla.edu).

A Magazine Recognizes
Ingrid Gonzales for
Campus Activism

A magazine in its August/Septem-
ber 2000 issue named UCLA student ac-
tivist Ingrid Gonzales one of the “top ten
Asian Pacific American student leaders
of 2000.”

According to thewrite-up in A maga-
zine, “Ingrid has worked to create pro-
gramming for historicaily under-repre-
sented students, tutored and mentoerad
children ofimmigrant parents and served
as an undergraduate teacher's assistant
in an activism course in Asian American
Studies. She has also worked with stu-
dent and community organizations on
issues like anti-globalization, environ-
mental justice and justice for Filipino
veterans.” .

Ingrid graduated in June 2000 with
a double major in Psychology and Asian
American Studies.

Currently, Ingrid is employed at
UCLA as director of SPEAR (Samahang
Pilipino Education and Retention
project).
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New Book by Professor Henry

Yu Expl

ores Race in America

Thinking Orientals Is First Intellectual History
of Asian Americans

Whiat is the difference between an “Ori-
ental” and an “Asian American?” A new
book by UCLA Professor Henry Yuanswers
this guestion by explaining how Chinese
Americans and Japanese Americans came to
be lumped together as “Orientals” in the
US., and how this eventually led to their
vnderstanding of themselves as Asian
Americans.

In Thinking Orientals: Migration, Context,
and Exoticismin Modern America, Profesor Yu
tells the story of how white American intel-
lectuals from the University of Chicago
sought out Americans of Chinese and Japa-
neseancestryand how they constructed theo-
ries about an “exotic Orient” completely
opposite from American culture.

According to the publisher — Oxford
University Press — Thinking Orfentals is the
first intellectual history of Asian Americans,
anew field of study largely created through
Professor Yu's scholarship. His book de-
scribes the history of American Orientalism
and how it produced modern notions of race
and culture. According o Professor Yu, the
ideas that arose from first studying Orientals
were connected by social scientists to theo-
ries about African Americans and white Eu-
ropean immigrants, and thesebeliefs remain
the way by which Americans still see them-
sefves today.

“Rich in its lyrical use of imagery, in
particular metephors of migration, mapping,
and theatrical life, this wonderfully written
study uses clear language to make complex
ideas accessible,” states the publisher. “Pro-
fessor Yu extends Edward Said's famous
study of Orientalism, which described how
knowledge about a mythical Orient helped
justify and implement European and Ameri-
can colonialism, by describing itseffects upon
Asmericans defined as Orjental. Using poi-

Japan National TV
Presents Cathy Castor

Asian American Studies staff member
Cathy Castor recently appeared on NHK,
Japan’s national television station, to teach
aercbics during her vacation in Japan.

Cathy, who also teaches aerobics at
UCLA, provided instruction in aerobics on
japanese television for three days. “They
(thestation staff) subtitled everything Isaid,”
said Cathy.

gnant vignettes to iltustrate the difficult and
oftenironic positions of intellectuaisof coler,
hisbook providesa glimpse into what W.E.B.
DuBois called the ‘double consciousness’ of
racial minorities in the United States.

“This book is necessary reading to un-
derstand the history of race in the United
States, Without understanding the long his-
tory of intellectual fascination with Orien-
tals in America, we cannot understand the
genesis of social thecries about the place of
race and culture in U.5. society. Professor
Yu's book is one of the first to describe how
cruciai Asian Americans have been in theo-
ries of race and culture, helping move us
away from the black/white dichotomy that
has missed so much of American social life.
He also shows how cultural theory has be-
come confused with anti-racism, and how a
color-blind denial of race has failed to free us
from racism. This book moves beyond 2
distorted view of U.5. history that only looks
at black/white race relations, showing that
over 75 years ago, American social theorists
were already thinking beyond the black/
white paradigm of race relations.”

AAS Graduate Student
Jamie Arderia Featured
in Oriental Whatever

jamie Ardena, CrossCurrents pho-
tographer and second-year student in
the Asian American Studies M.A. pro-
gram, became the first AAS graduate
student to be featured on the cover of a
rmagazine,

Jamie's visage appears in the Fall
2000 issue Oriental Whatever, a 60-page
'zine produced from the San Francisco
Bay Area. Jamie's photo appears next to
that of hip hop performer Foxy Brown.

Jamie, along with fellow second-
year graduate student Brandy Worrall,
are also mentioned in an article, “Hapa
Road Trip,” by Wei Ming Dariotis about
the June 2-4 “Words Matter” Asian
American writers conference held at
UCLA under the coordination of Profes-
sor Russell C. Leong,

The issue of Origntal Whatever fo-
cuses on Hapa issues relating to multira-
cial people of Asian-descent.

9 Center Faculty
Gain Tenure at UCLA

During 1999 and 2000, an unprecedented
number of Center affiliated faculty were pro-
moted to permanent tenured positions at UCLA
based on their research or creative achieve-
ments, teaching records, and professional ser-
vice. All have participated actively in Asian
American Studies Center programs, and have
established themselves as major scholarty con-
tributors to Asian American Studies and their
respective acaclemic disciplines. They are as
follows:

Clara Chu, who examines literacy practices of
linguistic minority communities and Asians in
the Americas, was promoted to Associate Pro-
fessor in the Department of Library and infor-
mation Studies.

Nancy Marada, who specializes on medical health
outcomes research on Asian Pacific American
elderty and other groups, was promoted to Ad-
junct Associate Professor of Medicine.

Jerry Kang, who has written on "Cyber-Race”
(Harvard Law Review, 2000}, Asian American
Jurisprudence, cvberspace, and the law, was
promoted to Professor of Law,

David Wong Louie, author of Pangs of Love (Knopf,
1991) and The Barbarians Are Coming (G.F.
Putnam, 2040), was prometed to Associate Pro-
fessor of English and Aslan American Studies.
Kyeyoung Park, author of The Korean American
Dream: Immigrants and Small Business i New
York (Cornell, 1997), was promoted to Associate
Professor of Anthropology and Asian Ameri-
can Studies.

Michag] Salman, author of the forthcoming “The
Embarrassment of Slavery: Controverstes Qver
Bondage and Nationalism in the American Co-
loniat Philippines” {UC Press) was promoted to
Associate Professor of History.

Pauline Agbayani-Siewert, a specialist in cr0ss-
cultural mental health and practices, was pro-
moted to Associate Professor of Social Welfare
and Asian Americans.

Shu-met Shik, author of the forthcoming “The
Lure of the Modermn: Writing Modernism in
Semicolondal China, 1917-1937" {UC Press) was
promoted to Associate Professor of East Asian
Languages and Cultures, Comparative Litera-
ture, and Asian American Studies.

Cindy Yee-Bradbury, an authority on neuro-cog-
nitive abnormalities, emoton, and stress in
schizophrenia and depression, was promoted
to Associate Professor of Psychology.

Twoother members of the Center's facuity
were promoted from Associate to Full Professor
during the past vear. They are Professor Min
Zhou of Sociology and Asian American Studies
and Professor King-Kok Cheung of English and
Asian American Studies.
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Fil

mmaker Curt

3

s Choy Donates Archive

Fall of the [-Hotelto Asian Amemm Studies Center

By Russell C. Leong

Curtis Choy recently added to his
donation of three dozen boxes of out-
takes, editing notes, audiotapes, scripts,
and workprints to the UCLA Asian
American Studies Center a 16mum print
of Fall of the I-Hatel, his pioneering 1983
documentary film.

Fallof I-Hotel, produced and directed
by Choy, with cinematography by Emiko
Omori and narration by poet Al Robles,
helped to define Asian American film-
making of the era. The film works on
several levels, not only bringing to life
the battie for low-cost housing in San
Francisco’s Manilatown, but giving an
overview of Filipiino American history.

The film, with a poetic narration by
Al Robles, the dean of Filipino Ameri-
can poets, also contains interviews with
elderly tenants and the multiethniccom-
munity of San Francisco Manilatown/
Chinatown.

The following lines are excerpted
from Al Robles’ (film narrator) poem,
"International Hotel Night Watch,” on
the I-Hotel anti-eviction struggle and
the elderly Filipino Manongs who lived
there:

Carabao
1 ride your thick hide
1t smells of northern luzon fleas
The manilatown-kearny street wind
cuts thru thin blankets of the Manongs
Chilled ifugao bones crack the lucky M cue
ball...

Manong-carabao
I ride you thru the I-Hotel ricefields
One by one the carabao plows deep.

1 listen to the long Manong tales....

~ from Al Robles, Rappin’ with Ten
Thousand Carabaos in the Dark, Poems by Al Robles
{available through the UCLA Asian American
Studies Center Press)

In teaching Asian American history
and filmmaking, I put Fall of the I-Hotel at
the top of my list of films thatIshow my
students, especially for its climactic San
Francisco riot cops-versus-the people
scene. [tis an example of committed art
that serves the people, in the tradition of

the arts and political organizations
housed on the street level of the I-}Hotel
at the time including the Kearny Street
Workshop. The Workshop itself spon-
sored poetry readings and produced
chapbooks to raise money and to bring
the issue to peopie in the community
and In the colleges.

Little did I know, as a classmate of
Curtis in the late 1960s at San Francisco
State College, that he would, from a
dissident poet, emerge as one of the
most important filmmakers of his gen-
eration, contributing to many indepen-
dent and PBS documentaries, commer-
cials and feature films as a production
sound mixer, as a camera and editing
technician, and boom operator. From
the frozen Arctic (The Infinite Voyage) to
the blistering Gobi (The Silk Road) to
young gun punks in Guatemala (The
Gospel and Guaternala), Curtis has cov-
ered the world. His projects include
many Asian American-themed films,
such as four of Wayne Wang's earlier
films including The Joy Luck Club, Dim
Sum, Chan is Missing, Eat a Bowl of Tea, to
the production sound for Jessica Yu's
1996 academy award winning documen-
tary, Breathing Lessons, and Tony Bui’s

In a scene reminiscent of Curtis Choy s classic dccumentary, Fall of the I-Hotel, San Fran 5co sher-
iffs stand guard at the hotel after eviction of elderly tenants. Photo by Chris Huie from Moving the
Image: Independent Asian Pacific American Medin Arts, edited by Russel! C. Leong (Los Angeles:
UCLA Asian American Studies Center and Visual Communications, 1991).

Sundance favorite, Three Seasons.
While most of the Curtis Choy Fall of
the I-Hotel archives donated to UCLA
are in temperature controlled storage,
the production notes and scripts are
available to researchers in the Asian
American Studies Reading Room. Also,
Curtis’ own independent films are
housed in the Reading Room. The Year
of the Ox: The 1973 Chinatown Livestock
Show documents actual Miss Chinatown
U.S.A. contestants. Dupont Guy: The
Schiz of Grant Avenue is a sound and
image collage into Black Power politics
and Kearny Street Workshop poetry.
Then there is Wendy—Uh—What's Her
Nante about Wendy Yoshimura, who
was captured, along with Patty Hearst,
by the cops in their pursuit of the
Symbionese Liberation Army.
Filmmaker Curtis Choy is available
fortalks and screenings throughhis com-
pany, Chonk Moonhunter, at
curtischoy@hotmail.com or contact
Russell C. Leong (rleong@ucla.edu) at
the Asian American Studies Center.
(Prof. Russell C. Leong, an Adjunct
Professor of English at UCLA, is editor of
Amerasia Journal and head of LICLA Asian
American Studies Center Press.)
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Guyo Tajiri Comments on New Book by Professor David Yoo

A Former Japanese American Journalist Looks
Back on Growing Up as a Nisei

(Guyo Tajiri of Berkeley, California, provided the following remarks
about History Professor David Yoo's new book, Growing Up Nisei:
Race, Generation, and Culture Among Japanese Americans of
California, 1924-49 at o luncheon sponsored by the UCLA Asian
American Studies Center during June 2000. Guyo Tajiri is a former
journalist who edited the Pacific Citizen newspaper with her late hus-
band, Larry Tajiri, during the wartime and immediate postwar years.
Professor Yoo of Claremont-McKenna College was the Institute of
America Culture postdoctoral fellow in the AASC in 1999-2000.)

When Professor Yuji Ichioka invited me to this luncheon hon-
oring Professor David Yoo, I was delighted. Thern he said ] had
to speak, and I tried explaining to him that] am unable to speak
in public, but Yuji carries a big stick, and here I am.

I am really the kind of person who goes to meetings and sits
in the back row. I taught school for twelve years, and it would
help if all of you were eight years old, but you are not.

First of all, I was bowled over by Dr. Yoo's book ~—itis about
Niset growing up, but the information was so new and fascinat-
ing and revelatory that I found myself wishing that [ had known
this when I was young. And then I came upon my name, and
then again, that was a shock. It was hard for me to read about
myself —I am just not used to it. And at this pointThave to add
that Dr. Yoo must have gotten the information from very good
and kind friends of mine.

The subject that I have some familiarity is, of course, the
Pacific Citizen, the weekly newspaper of the Japanese American
Citizens League, which my husband Larry edited during those
crucial years 1942 to 1952

In his treatment of the Pacific Citizen, Dr. Yoo is extraordi-
narily fair and perceptive, 1 am also very appreciative of his
generous use of quotations from Larry’s writings, which still ring
true.

Dr. Yoo's book tells how, after the start of the war, Larry was
approached by the JACL and asked to take the newspaper to
Salt Lake City, which was in the "free zone” {from wartime in-
carceration).

Hewas delighted, of course. Larry envisioned itasaway to
keep Japanese Americans informed on matters of importance to
them and fo provide a sense of continuity and commusity to a
group of people whose lives were in disarray. He also had a
strong sense of the role of the newspaper in keeping a record of
events as they occur.

We went to Sait Lake City with Teiko Ishida, an extremely
capable young woman who was to be in charge of setting up the
JACL office. JACL members in the Salt Lake area helped us find
housing, a suite of offices in the old Beason Building, and a print
shop just two blocks away. And thus we started publication of
the new Pacific Citizen.

The Pacific Citizen was never what you would call a “fun”
read. One friend said that he would never read it before dinner.
At the height of the war in Europe we often had two consistent
top stories on the front page — the first a story on Nisei war
dead and injured; the second on some racist attack on a japa-
nese American.

When we first started at the new print shop, the two

linotypists were somewhat suspicious of us. But as the weeks
worze on and our cclumns revealed the true nature of the Japa-
nese American situation, their attitudes changed and they be-
came staunch supporters. One of the men told how on one acca-
sion, working late at night in the cavernous room where the
linotypes were located, he sat at the linotype with tears running
down his face as he typed some poignant story.

We did &ry to be the paper of record for our generation. We
carried births, deaths and marriages — all the vital statistics of
daily life. We reported on meetings, panel discussions, assem-
blies and riots; we noted the mad mouthings of certain politi-
cians and the wise words of good friends; we reported on the
doings of the courts and the government; and we tried to keep
abreast of the literature on Japanese Americans. There were heart-
warming storjes and some that sickened the heart.

Someone, I think it was Al Wirin of the ACLU, said that of
all the groups his organization worked with, the japanese Ameri-
cans were the best informed. He said that whenever an act of
racism occurred, every Nisel throughout the country knew of it
almost instantly.

I'want to point out hare that the JACL and the Pacific Citizen
were separate entities. It can be said to the credit of the JACL
that it did not try to control or influence the editorial content of
the paper.

We subscribed to major newspaprs in every area where there
might be news relevant to our readers — the New York Times, the
Los Angeles Times, the San Francisco Chronicle, the Denver Post, and
others. The papers piled up on our desks, tables and the floor —
till one day a representative from the city fire department poked
his head into Larry’s office and suggested we getrid of the flam-
mable material.

People in the office swore that Larry could put his hand into
a towering pile of paper and delicately draw out the single item
he needed. It was a story that became legend in Denver when he
worked at the Post and had a desk and office just as messy.

I might add that in Denver he held the other job which he
was born to do — drama editor of the Denver Post.

Some years ago a dear friend said to me, “You're my link
with the past.” Of course, that added another 20 years to my life.

But reading David Yoo's book, I realize that it is my link to
the past — but not to just my own past. It is my link to every
other Nisei. Itis our link to each other.

Growing Up Nisei shows us that “the Nisei experience” must
be multiplied by the number of every Nisei who ever lived. The
range of experience was more vast and varied than we could
ever have imagined. There was no Nisei prototype. Dr. Yoo has
painted an amazing picture of the complexity and range of Nisei
life — in religion, in political bias, in social atitudes, indeed in
every conceivable way. And yet we were affected by many of
the same shattering forces - immigraticn, racism, the evacua-
tion and relocation.

This is a book about us ~— what we were and how we got
that way.

It is a marvelous achievement, and David Yoo must be
thanked for writing it for all of us.
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Designed for Use in K-12 Classrooms

Three New Videos on Japanese American
WW II Camp Life Now Available

Three educational videos for use in K-12
classrooms focusing on the wartime internment
experience of Japanese Americans are now avail-
able from the UCLA Center for
EthnoCommunications,

The “Once Upona Camp” serieswas funded
by the California Civil Liberties Public Education
Project and depicts the life experiences of Japa-
rese American youth inside America’s concen-
tration camps during World War I There are
three videos in the series. The videos are about 12
minutes toa half hourin lengthand accompanied
by a teacher's workbock containing suggestions
for lesson plans, classroom discussions, and stu-
dent activities as well as other resource materials,

The Bracelet, an fllustrated video adaptation
of the classic camp story by Yoshiko Uchida, is
designed for elementary school. The Bracelet won
the Crystal Award of Excellence in the category of
Videos for sale/Children’s Programming.

Denr Miss Breed, for middle school grades, is
based on correspondence written by incarcerated
teenagers to San Diego children’s librarian Clara
Breed.

Interactions, for highschool level, isan MTV-
style documentary adventure inspired by the
Manzanar High School Yearbook of 1943-1944

Historic WW II Draft
Resisters Symposium To
Be Held June 21-23

“Protest and Resistance to Injustice: An
American Tradition” is the theme of a sym-
posium focusing on WW I Japanese Ameri-
can draft resisters. The event will be held on
June 21-23, 2001 in Cheyenne, Wyoming.

The symposium tells the story of 315
resisters from 10 U.S. concentration camps
who refused to serve in the armed forces
while their families were imprisoned behind
barbed wire. The most organized group, the
FairPlay Committee, was at Heart Mountain
Internment Center, Wyoming. In the largest
mass draft trial in U.5. history, 63 FPC resist-
ers were found guilky.

The draft resisters’ political movement
directly affected the lives of every resister
and their families and caused a rift in the
Japanese American community that has rami-
fications to this day.

The symposium js sponsored by the
Heart Mountain Wyoming Foundation and
other organizations. For information, see
the website (http://hosts.tetwest.net/
www.heartmpuntain.org/hmwfcal.htm} or
contact Pat Wolfe, pwolfe@wavecom.net,
(307) 754-2689

and features students from Alhambra High
School.

The videos are about 12 minutes to a half
hour in length and accompanded by a teacher’s
workbook containing suggestions for lesson plans,
classroom discussions, and student activities as
well as other resource materials.

The videos and accompanying materials
were produced by staff members of the Center for
Ethno-Communications in conjunction with the
Japanese American Naticnal Museumand UCLA
Asian American Studies Center,

For information on purchasing these videos,
contact the Center for EthnoCom-munications at
the UCLA Asian American Studies Center at
(310 206-8889.

Lodestone Theatre
Ensemble Presents New
Play by Judy Soo Hoo

Playwright Judy Soo Hoo, Assistant
Coordinator of the UCLA Asian American
Studies Reading Roomand Library, recently
presented Beastly Beauties as part of a three-
play premiere of “American Monsters” in
Los Angelesby Lodestone Theatre Ensemble
Society of Heritage Performers.

Soo Hoo's play was directed by Frances
Hearn and under the artistic direction of
Lodestone’s Bokyu Chun, Philip Chung, Chi
Kong, and Tim Lounbos.

Name

We are coordinating publication and distribution of CrossCurrents with
Amerasia Journal. AWl persons who subscribe to Amerasia Journal will
receive a free subscription to CrossCurrents.

L] YES, I would like to receive CrossCurrents by subscribing to Amerasia
Journal (three issues per year). I understand that I will receive both
publications as part of my subscription.

—— Individuals, one year—$35.00
——— Institutions, one year—$55.00
Back issues of Amerasia Journal: $13 each, plus $4 for postage.

Make checks payable to "Regents of Unjversity of California” and send to UCLA Asian
Armerican Studies Center, 3230 Campbell Hali, Box 951546, Los Angeles, CA 90(95-1246

UCLA Alumnus Dawn
Mabalon Helps Win
Recognition for
Stockton’s Historic
Little Manila

UCLA alumnus Dawn Mabalon helped
to spearhead an effort to gain an historical
marker {o be placed in downtown Stockton
to recognize the neighborhood known as
Little Manila (Lafayette and El Dorado
streets).

Mabalon hoids both a BA and MA from
UCLA. Her M.A. thesis in Asian American
Studies in 1997 was titled “Filipina Pioneers:
ThePinayinStockton, California, 1929-1946.7
She is currently pursuing her Ph.D. in His-
tory at Stanford University.

According to a leader of the Stockton
Chapter of the Filipino American National
History Society, “Dawn Mabalon gave an
excellent presentation to the Stockton City
Coundil in October 2600 about the need for
recognizing the historical significance of
Little Manila. Several others spoke in sup-
port of the proposal. Some people were
brought to tears recalling their childhood
memories of the area.

“The Council members commented on
the great job Dawn and the rest of us did,

. going throughall the necessary political steps,

and in having a strong support group at the
meeting. They felt the presentation wasvery
educational and were glad to support such
an historic effort.”
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