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Growing Asian Pacific Presemce et UCLA
Bui how will we use ouvr new pewer?
By Glenn Omatsu

In the late 1970s wher Dan Mayeda
served as director of the UCLA Asian Coali-
tion, the student coalition consisted of eight
groups with only a handful of active mem-
bers. Today, Mayeda—anattorneyand Asian
American community leader—isamazed by
the power and influence of the coalition that
he helped lead more than a decade ago.

Currently, the Asian Pacific Coalition
encompassestwenty groups, some with hun-
dreds of members. The coalition and its
member groups sponsoran intense schedule
of activities, including conferences and cul-
tural shows, and regularly meet with UCLA
officials to advocate student concerns.

Due to its size and diversity, the coali-
tion is also highly respected by other UCLA
students. For example, in student govern-
ment elections, every candidate actively
courts the APC endorsement. In contrast,
during Mayeda’s term as coalition director,
no one was interested in the coalition’s en-
dorsement—and perhaps even viewed it as
negativebaggage. “I remember that we(the
coalition) decided to hold an endorsement
hearing,” states Mayeda, “but absolutely no
candidates came.”

Teday, when Mayeda revisits UCLA he
is stunned by the activity of Asian Pacific
students and the power of APC. But he is
aiso surprised that students do not under-
stand the significance of the power they now
possess. He recails that when he was coali-
tion director, “we were neverable to get any
recoghition or respect from student govern-
ment or theadministration. Getting funding
for our programs was very difficult.”

The transformation of the Asian Pacific
Coalition from a marginal force at UCLA
into a central player today occurred during
the past decade. How did it happen? And
what does it signify?

Some might attribute the change to the
increased numbers of Asian American stu-
dents at UCLA, But this argument is too
simplistic because it misses the broader con-
text surrounding thechanges that have hap-
pened.

The transformation in the role of Asian
Pacific students at UCLA occurred within
the past decade—coinciding with other sig-
nificant developments in the overall Asian
Pacificcommunity: the proliferation of Asian
Pacific professional organizations, such as
the Asian American Journalists Association,
aswell as bar associations, business leagues,

and cultural organizations; the increase in
poiitical activism in Asian Pacific communi-
ties, espetially at the grassroots and electoral
levels; and the expansion of Asian American
Studies programs throughout the nation. In
short, the growth of Asian Pacific power at
UCLA coincides with the emergenceof Asian
Pacific peoples in all areas of American life.

Of course, most Asian Pacific organiza-
tions in the broader society do not wield
anything approaching the power that the
Asian Pacific Coalition enjoys at UCLA. But
perhaps we can see in the UCLA student
situation a preview of what is coming into
being—that which is possible when a eritical
mass of Asian Pacific peoples build unity
around a common agenda.

The power of Asian Pacific peopiles is
obviously stillemerging. Thus, many donot
yet to realize the significance of this power.
And, more important, many alse have not
thought about the responsibilities that come
with this new power,

Recently, K. W. Lee—editor of the En-
glish languagesection of Korea Times—spoke
atmy class in Asian American Studies on the
theme of emerging power and new respon-
sibilities. “What do other Americans—par-
ticularly African Americans—think about
us (Asian Pacific peoples)?” Leeasked. "If
you talk with themn, you will find that they
consider us a cever people who do well in
school and are good at making money. But
they do not see us as a very compassionate
people who are willing to share our skilis
with other oppressed groups.” Lee chal-
lenged the students: “Use your newly-ac-
quired power compassionately—never for-
get that you are a person of color in a society
still defined by racism and exploitation.”

Lee's challenge is the crucial challenge
facing our community in the 1990s. As we
fight to empower ourseives, we mustalways
ask: Are we fighting only for ourselves, or
will we also embrace the concerns of all
oppressed peoples? Will we overcome our
own oppression and help to create 2 new
society, or will we simply become a new
exploiter group in the present American hi-
erarchy of inequality? Do we define our
goals solely in terms of individual advance-
ment for a few, or as the collective liberation
for all peoples?

Fortunately, we do not have to confront
these difficult questions alone. Wecan learn
from others-~through dialog and coalition
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work—as well as from the wisdom of past
generations.

Cne of our teachers in this critical pe-
riod should be the late Martin Luther King,
Jr., who asked himself a similar question
about the Civil Rights Movement: was the
goal of the movement only the attainment of
rights for the African American commu-
nity—or was it something broader? Hereis
how Dr. King answered his own question:

We have inherited a large house, a
great “world house” in which wehave
to livetogether, ... However deeply
American Negroes are caught in the
struggle to be at last at home In our
homeland of the United States, we
cannot ignore the larger world house
in which wearealso dwellers. Equal-
ity with whites will not solve the prob-
lem of either whites or Negroes if it
means equality in a world scciety
stricken with poverty and in a uni-
verse doomed to extinction by war.
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Year-Long Series of Campus and Community
Evenis to Commemorafe Wariime

Internment of Jupanese Americans
By fJoann Ko

To commemorate President Franklin D.
Roosevelt’s signing of Executive Order 9066
and the subsequentremoval and interntent
of japanese Americans during World War ],
the Asian American Studies Center is pro-
posing a year-long schedule of campus and
community events to address this significant
violation of civil rights. The events will
commence in February 1992,

“We want to show how we (]apanese
Americans} survived despite the injustice,”
explains Gann Matsuda, a staff member of

the Asian American Studies Center and
former long-time UCLA student who is one
of the key organizers of the cormmemoration.

The eleven proposed campus events in-
ciude: “Day of Remembrance,” a public cer-
emony at Royce Hall focusing on the signifi-
cance of the internment, a lecture series on
civil rights and the internment, symposiums
on literature produced by Japanese Ameri-
cans during the internment, musical and the-
atrical performances, and art exhibitions, in-
cluding photographicessays as well as other

artwork produced by Japanese Americans.
The scheduling of events will not only coin-
cide with 1992 academic quarters, but also
significant benchmarks during the first year
of Japanese American internment.

Organizers hope that these events will
promote awareness of past injustice and the
continued existence of racism. “The bottom
line is to educate,” says Matsuda, “we want
to make sure this won't happen to anyone
again, no matter who they are.”

As the commemoration program is still
in the proposal stage, volunteers are wel-
comed to participate in all aspects of the
planning. Please contact Gann Matsuda of
the Asian American Studies Center at {(213)
825-2974 for mare information,

(Joann Ko is a UCLA undergradaute.)

-—---._-:m‘ﬁ, ._.0 ;.,;_.:, e T (‘_i-. A

Center Receives $100,000
Chancellor’s Grant

continued from page 1

Recewes Gmnts e:md Donatmns

The Asian American Studles Center’s Public Policy Project
has received grants and denations from several sources.

The project—with the goal of conducting research on major
issues facing the Asian Pacific community—is partially funded by
grants from the UCLA Institute of American Cultures, the Asian
Community Development Foundation, the Japanese American
Community Services, and Anheuser-Busch Companies, Inc. In
addition, Microage Computer Stores donated the use of a com-
puter for the duration of the project.

Also, the San Gabriel Valley Asian Pacific Americans for Fair
Reapportionment has raised 515,000 for research, education, and
organizing for fair reapportionment.

The Public Policy Project is directed by Professor Paul Ong
and currently is focusing on the impact of redistricting for the
Asian Pacific community.

By the end of May, staff members of the project will produce
four publications which will be available to the community:

1) A position paper, “Redistricting and Political Empower-
ment of Asian Pacific Americans in Los Angeles,” by Paul Ong,
Yen Espiritu, and Tania Azores.

2) A pamphiet, “Reapportionment and Redistricting in a
Nutshell,” by Tania Azores,

3) A pamphlet, “A How-to’ Redistricting Kit for Minority
Groups,” by Phil Ckamoto.

4) A pamphlet, “Asian Pacific American Awareness and
Involvement in Redistricting,” by Phil Okamotoand Tania Azores.

The Center’s proposal for the Chancellor’s grant was backed by
& joint letter of support signed by all fifteen members of the Center’s
Faculty Advisory Comimittee plus additional letters by EHzabeth
Shepherd, Curator and Acting Director, Wight Art Gallery; Pebbles
Wadsworth, Director, Center for Performing Arts; and Robert Rosen,
Director, Film and Television Archive.

Thirteen Asian American community leaders also wrote sup-
port ietters, They were:

john Kobara, Assistant Vice Chancelior, UCLA Alumni Asso-
ciation; Minoru Tonai, Nikikei Bruin Committee, UCLA Alumni
Association; Judge Ernest Hiroshige, Chancellor's Community
Advisory Committee; Stewart Kwoh, President, UCLA Asian Pa-
cific Alumni Association and Chancellor’s Community Advisory
Committes; Tritia Toyota, Chancellor’s Community Advisory Com-
mittee; Julie Takaki, President, UCL A Nikkei Student Union; Darren
Kameya, UCLA student government Second Vice President; Irene
Hirano, Director, Japanese American National Musewn; Gerald
Yoshitomi, Executive Director, Japanese American Cultural and
Community Center; Alan Nishio, Southern California Co-Chair,
National Coalition for Redress/Reparations; J. D. Hokoyama, Dis-
trict Governor, Pacific Southwest District Council, Japanese Ameri-

can Citizens League; and Lloyd Imu, President, Japanese American
Historical Society.
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A Significant and Unique Collection

Center Reading

Room’s Special
Holdings Include

550 Student Papers

By May Yeh

s

The Samoan community.

The Asian American male image.
The Yellow Brotherhood.
Chinatown restaurant workers.

Are you interestec?

These are just some of the topics that are covered in the approxi-
mately 550 student papers that are available in the Asian American
Studies Center Reading Room. The Reading Room is perhaps the
largest resource of Asian American literature in the world, and the
collection of student papers is a uniqueand valued part of the acqui-
sitions.

Paralleling the growth of the Asian American Studies Center at
UCLA, the student papers span the time period from the 1960s to the
present. Says Reading Room staff member Michael Soo Hoo: “The
Assistant Coordinator Brian Niiya and Coordinator Marji Lee student papers are a nice capsule of the things that come out of our
areaiwaysready to assist researchers in their search for thatone Center.” He notes that the first class offered through the Center was
special article or book. entitled, “Orientals in America,” and that papers from this first class

Photo by Glen Kitayama ~ are included in the student paper coliection.

Since that time, as the Center has ex-
panded and education on Asian American
issues has increased, the contributions to the
collection have included papers from vari-
ous Council or Educational Development,
History, and Education courses as well as
numerous Asian American Studies classes.
The papers are recomimended by the profes-
sors of these courses and reviewed by the
staff members of the Reading Room before
being added to the student paper coliection.
Approximately fifty to seventy-five papers
are added each year.

The student paper collection contains a
wealth of information that can be found
nowhere else. In the past decade, many of
the papers have been oral histories of Asian
American gathered by students from a wide
range of sources. The collection also in-
cludes book reviews and copies of old ex-
ams. Significantly, the student papers often
cover topics that have not yet been tapped by
themainstream media and also specificcom-

SR T
and magazines for her research.
Photo by Glen Kitayama (May Yeh is o UCLA undergraduate,)




CROSSCURRENTS

SUMMER 1991 5

Paxallelmg the growth of the Aszan_
-American Studies Center at UCLA, the
'studentpapers sparithe tlme penod from
the 1960s to the present.... The students;
paper collection contains a wealth of
mforma’aon thai: can be found nowhere |

| else. e

munities and issues that are not addressed even by the Asian American
Studies curricujum. Students areoften the first to researchissues thatare
not yet recognized as important by the general public. The papers have
investigated a range of topics, including the Keiro nursing home, Asians
in television programming, and the activities of Search to Involve
Pitipino Americans (SIPA). Soo Hoo describes the significance of the
student paper collection: “It serves to fill gaps.”

One paper dated 1965 is entitled “The Orientalin California,” and it
is striking to see how the probiems which were identified in this paper
twenty-five years ago have emerged as mainstream issues today. The
paper, which is the combined effort of nine persons, states, “the heading
ORIENTAL is not only misleading but it is impractical as well. We have
found the Chinese, Filipino, Japanese, Okinawan, Thailander, the Tai-
waneseand others to be faced with both related and unrelated problems
in this country.” Today, we use the term “Asian” instead of “Oriental,”
but the concerns of immigration, housing, employment, education,
crime, social conditions, and acculturation that are covered in this paper
are pertinent, high impact topics of the present.

A recent paper by Tony Wong discusses “The Images of Asians in
the American Cinema.” Wong identifies the inconsistency of media
images with reality and the difficulty of changing theseimages. “Asians
cannot comprehend the reason that they are not represented as human
beings in the movies,” hie writes, In addition, Wong identifies nine
stereotypes into which Asians in the media have typicaily fallen, includ-
ing that of the sinister villain, comical servant, China doll, and Kung Fu
expert. Beginning with the “Origins of the Hollywood Asian,” this paper
follows the history of the Asian in the American Cinema, covering every
era from that of Charlie Chaplin, Suzie Wong, and Bruce Lee to more
recentdepictionsof Asiansin the movies "Karate Kid,” “Sixteen Candles,”
and "The Killing Felds.” Wong notes, “There will be difficult decisions
made when the actors have to takea major roie when it’s a stereotype, or
be unemployed.” Nonetheless, Wong recognizes that the power of the
mass media necessitates Asian American involvement, for “This me-
dium can shape attitudes toward Asians,” for better or for worse.

Soon, the student paper coliection will be computerized, as wili the
rest of the Asian American Studies Reading Room heldings. Currently,
thereisan Author fileand Title file, as well as Numerical file, specifically
for the collection, and all of the entries are also included in the normal
Subiect file. While the computerization of references will improveaccess
to the student papers, many people are taking advantageof the resources
availableat present, with an estimated twenty persons using the fileeach
week. 1tis hoped that the computerization of the student paper collec-
tion will be completed by the Fall of 1991.

The student paper collection is a unique resource and has tremen-
dous value. The studies of specific community issues and institutions,
oral histories of Asian Americans, and studies on topics which have not
yet emerged in the mainstream combine to form a great source for
researchers and other interested persons. Says Soo Hoo, “It’sa neat way
of tracing how our discipline has evolved.”

According toReading Room coordinator Marji Lee, there's
a REVOLUTION going on in the Reading Room-—and it isn't
cormning from the overworked, underpaid student staff or
from the grumbling library coordinators.

The revolution deals with information management.
The Reading Room israpidly converting its Card Cataloginto
a computer-assisted in-house database which will provide
patronsfasterand morethoroughaccess to its valuablecollec-
tion.

As part of this revolutior, the Reading Room staff has
launched a newsletter. The first issue, published recently,
contains articles about the computerization project as well as
ahelpful bibliography of Reading Room holdings on Chinese
American authors Frank Chin and Maxine Hong Kingston.

Currently, the new newsletter lacks both a name and a
logos. But according to Lee, a blue ribbon panel will soon
decide upon a name and logos.

To obtain a copy of the yet unnamed maiden issue of the
Reading Room newsletter, write Marji Lee, Asian American
Studies Reading Room, 3232 Campbell Hall, 405 Hilgard
Ave, Los Angeles, CA 90024-1546.

Second-year graduate student Mike Soo Hoo dilligently digs
into Reading Room materials for his thesis topic.
Photo by Glen Kitayama
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Before the 1970s, the voice of
Americanliterature had been largely
staticand itsdiscourse, amonologue.
Consistent withthehistoryand prac-
tices of the dominant culturg, repre-
sented by the domination of the all-
important “canon” of American lit-
erature, literature as we knew it re-
flected thesilencing of Asian Ameri-
can voices.

These same American voices
represent a multiplicity of cultures,
languages, and experiences that the
dominant culture has devalued and
marginalized by exclusion. The
canon has been slow in accepting
Chinese, Japanese and Pilipino
voices, ignoring Pacific Islanders al-
most entirely, and relegating the
works of Carlos Bulosan, Frank Chin,
ard others to the “ethnic” ghettoes
of literature, suitable only for an-
thropologists and “ethnic scholars.”

In an effort to come to terms
with the concept of multiple visions
and voices of literature, UCLA,
through the cooperative efforts of
the Asian American Studies Center,
the American Indian Studies Center,
the Center for Afro-American Stud-
ies, the Chicano Research Studies

Graphic by Russell C. Leong

longstanding notions of what con-
stitutes American literature’s lan-
guage norms.

Bringing together the experi-
ences of Native Americans, Afro-
Americans, Chicanos and other
Latinos, as well as Asian Americans,
the panel will delve into the ques-
tions of “teaching, translation, and
transmission across groups” of their
literary contributions. Collectively,
they challenge the notiens of the tra-
ditional literary canon. Their task
has promised to be challenging in
undertaking, but potentially reward-
ingin its outcome for all Americans.

Included in the panel entitled
“Multiple Tongues, Multiple Trans-
missions” will be the voices of
Pilipinos in America. Deeply pen-
etrated by Spain and America’s
marchacross the world, Pilipinosen-
sibilities were uniquely adapted with
respect to “both Asia and to the
Americas.”

By themselves, these and other
literary traditions have held their
own against the dominant culture
and push the limits of the canon. In
practice, their application to instruc-
tion will pose serious questions to

Center and the Chancellor's Office, is hosting a 1992 conference in
conjunction with the minority discourse initiative of the UC Irvine

Humanities Research Institute.

The Asian American Studies Center has organized a panel
discussion that “will explore the works of four American groups—

the panelists. Issuesof interpretation and accessibility across groups
pose central guestions to any discussion. In addition, this broad

spectrum of marginalized voices represents the recognition across

groups that they are not alone in their struggle.

their usage of languages other than English or English dialects in

their literature.” In this regard, the panel will speak directly to the

{Michuel Salazar is a UCLA undergraduate.)

Daily Bruin Profiles Literature
Professor King-kok Cheung

The Daily Bruin in its April 2, 1991, edi-
tion highlighted the teaching skills and re-
search interests of Professor King-kok
Cheung of the English Department.

The Bruin described Cheung as “con-
stantly exploring new territory” in her ef-
foris to “break the myth of silence.”

Her latest publication, “Articulate Si-
lences: Double-Voiced Discourse in Hisaye
Yamamoto, Joy Kogawa and Maxine Hong
Kingston,” is about silence as a mode of

communication in the works of three Asian-
American woman writers.

Cheung uses semi-autobiographical
books written by the authors to dispel the
myth of silence as being a weakness.

“My most asked question is ‘Why are
Asians quiet and passive? My answer is:
Quiet does not imply passivity.”

Indeed, in Armnerica, silence has negative
connotations. Cheung, who speaks English,
French and three Chinese dialects, argues

this notion is oppressive to other culturesas
well as to females. She does not overesti-
mate the value of silence, nor does she con-
sider it to be negaiive.

Cheung said she finds a profound lack
of listening among Americans, particularly
atacadermic conferences. “Peopleare so into
expressing themselves, they like to talk a lot
and show off,” she said.

Dion Nakanishi, Director of the Asian
American Studies Center, commended
Cheung for her teaching skills. “Professor
Cheung’s teacher evaiuations rank among
the highest. She is also one of our most
popular and dynamic speakers.”
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Filipino-American Writers Propose Major Conference

" One would think that I, a second gen—
eration Filipino-American, would havebeen
more interested in reading the hundreds of
stories, novels, and poems written by people
of my ethnicity. It wasn'tthat [ disliked them
and chose not to read them; instead, | was
ignorant of their very existence-which is
actuaily even worse.

This indicates a glaring flaw in our soci-
ety; we have neglected a group of writers
who offer a different perspective on such
universal topics as love, spiritualism, and
conquest. These writers explorethesethemes
with a cultural background deeply infiu-
enced by Western colonization through reli-
gion, exploitation, world trade, and numer-
ous other experiences different from other
Americans, including other Asian Ameri-
cans. The constant flow of Filipino immi-
grants to the U.S. since the 1960s has also had
a profound influence on these writers; their
mixed feelings of alienation and excitement
expressed through their worksareespecially
relevant in today’s perind of expanding im-
migration. Equally important is the ability
of these writings to bridge the gap between
first generation and later generation Fili-
pino-Americans as they relate the experi-
encesofall groupsthrough common themes.

Sadly though, these ideas are not heard
or read by the maiority of the American
people, including Filipino-Americans.

On February 16, 1991, a group of Fili-
pino writers met at UCLA and set out to
change this situation. They began with a
chailenge: “Let’s picture ourselves in the
year 1995 “What must we do now inorder
to reach that point?”

The planning committee—composed of
writers, professors, and administrators—en-
visioned Filipino works on the Bestseller list,

(Rhonda Ramiro is a UCLA undergraduate.)

as ma]orscreenplays and mtegrated in schoo}
curricula. Due to their current status in the
literary world, however, the writers knew
that this vision would be unattainable unless
they took concrete steps to reach it. The
resultis the planning of “PANGARAP: New
American Visions in Literature.”

“PANGARAP” is a proposed series of
two workshops and discussions designed to
bring into being the very definition of its
title: idealism of purpose. Pending funding
by a major foundation, the series is tenta-
tively set for Spring of ‘92, and has distinct
goals. First, the workshops will expand
people’s consciousness of the issues sur-
rounding ethnic literature, Second, the
project will establish reading clubs where
people can informally and regularly discuss
the works of Filipino authors. And third, the
project will producea Filipino writers news-
letter which will circulate to an audience
interested in Asian American literature and
also serve as an information data bank.

In order to implement their goals, the
committee will hold the workshops in areas
with large and growing FHlipino popula-
tions: in Long Beach at Cal State University,
Long Beach, and in Hayward at Hayward
State University. Each workshop will follow
areading and discussion format, led by Fili-
pino professors with other Asian American
or other minority writers also contributing
their perspectives. A variety ofliterary forms,
such as folklore, poetry, and cultural-histori-
cal literature, willbeexplored and analyzed.

The two workshops will address issues
central to Filipino writers. For example,
“Filipino Writers: Who, What, & How” will
focus on identity, especially cultural and
ethnic identity. In order for readers to fully
appreciate a writer’s work, they must under-
stand who an author “is”"—how he or she
identifies himseif or herselfand hisorherlife

philosophy—as these qualities influence
writing style and content. The workshop
leaders, Professor Paulino Lim (CSULB) and
Herminia Mefiez (UCLA), intend to teach
participants how to read and writea Filipino
novel. By exposing readers to the unique
experiences which “create” the Filipino
writer, they hopetoalert them to thedangers
of reading Filipino works in a Western eth-
nocentric context.

The second workshop, “Filipino Writ-
ers: Content and Diversity,” led by distin-
guished writers N. V. M. Gonzalez and
Marilyn Alquizola, will examine whether
Filipino-American literature is available in
elementary through high school curricula,
and whether the small amount of material
that is used is taught in a culturally sensitive
manner. Workshop participants wil} also
deal with the way in whichcritics have evalu-
ated Filipine works; N, V. M. Gonzalez be-
Heves that critics’ use of jargon is a major
factor as to why people do not read Flipino
writings. Readers cannot understand what
the critics are saying, and the critics often
review material from an ethnocentric stand-
point—they use “Western” language tocon-
vey the messages of ethnic literature.

The workshops will also consider the
direction of future Filipino writingsand how
they will contribute to American literature.
While the established themes of wistful
memories and alienation can be expected to
recur, some Filipino-American writers have
already begun diversifying their styles and
broadening their themes. The combination
oftraditional themes with new issues should
enable Filipino writers to reacha wider audi-
ence in the future.

Thus, the “PANGARAP” workshops
will help F111p1n0~Amencan writers to put
forward their vision of a new American lit-
erature. Through these workshops, the
planning committee will help promote an
appreciation for Filipino literature, and es-
tablish a permanent place for Filipino-Ameri-
can writers among America’s most respected
authors.
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By Libby Wong

This Spring Quarter, the Asian Ameri-
can Studies Centeris offering its first classon
Pacific Island Studies. And it may even be
the first course of its kind on the continental
United States,

Many Pacificlslanderstudentsat UCLA
acknowledge the importance of this long
overdue course, Rick Perez, a twenty-four-
year-oid economics major, sees the purpose
of the class as exposing students to various
istand groups. “For too long, peoples from
thePacific Basin have been either completely
ignered-~--causing misconceptions—or used
as pawns in the ‘chess game’ created by the
superpowers,” says Perez, who isof Guama-
nian ancestry.

Many at the Center also feel that this
class will be a step in the right direction
toward broadening the depth and scope of
their curriculum. Don T, Nakanishi, Direc-
tor of the Center and instructor for the course,
stresses this sentiment: “I'm very excited
that this course will provide students—just
like other Asian American and Pacific Is-
lander students on campus—an opportu-
nity to become better acquainted with their
history, their culture, and contemporary is-
sues and to explore issues like ethnic iden-
tity.”  Nakanishi is being assisted on the
course by UCLA student Sepa Sete,

In addition to diversifying the Center's
curriculum, many also hope that this course
will help to break many stereotypes about
Pacific Islanders. Elia K. Ta'ase, a sopho-
more majoring in biology, draws from his
own experience: “As a Samoan and a Pacific
Islander, | have faced nothing but stereo-
typical views about what I am and how [
should act fromotherstudentshereat UCLA,
Theimage of the large, violent, unintelligent
Samoan is prevalent in the minds of those
whodon’teven know whata Samoanis.” To
illustrate his point, Ta’ase refers to the fatal
shooting this past February of two Samoan
brothers from Compton. The Los Angeles
Times reported that the brothers were shot

{Libby Wong is a UCLA undergraduate.}

by police a total of twenty times, with thir-
teen bullets striking the two men from be-
hind. “1 gruly feel that this class will help
greatly diminish the myths and stercotypes
existing in the subconscious mind of this
society about Pacific Islanders,” states Ta’ase.

Others see an outstanding need for the
class. It is estimated that there are currently
only forty-eight Pacific Islander students at
UCLA, six of which are graduate students.
Of these forty-eight students, fifteen are of
Hawaiian ancestry, nine of Samoan ances-
try, eleven of Chamorro ancestry, and two of
Tongan ancestry.

Pacific Islander students believe that a
major research university suchas UCLA has
a special obligation to offer courses that deal
with non-western cultures. “UCLA has an
obligation to its students to promote under-
standing among the different cultures here
in Los Angeles,” states Ta’ase, “The Pacific
Isiand community is growing rapidly. Cer-
tainissues which (perpetuate) racial tension,
stereotypes, difficulties in assimilation, and
poor performance in education must be ad-
dressed.” Ta’ase is a key participant in the
class. He hepes to use the classroom as a
forum to try to tackle these as well as many
other issues.

Moreover, other students stress that
there currently is an insufficient amount of
research about Pacific [sland peoples. Ac-
cording to Perez: “There is basically no re-
search being done on the Pacific Basin in the
United States mainland. It is tragic that this
part of the world has been so thoroughly
ignored.” While Ta’ase admits that anthro-
pological studies are “commonplace,” he
points out that they serve little purpose in
promoting abetter understanding ofthe con-
temporary issues facing Pacific Islanders.

As described in the course syllabus, the
goai of the course will be to provide students
with a broad overview of the Pacific Basin.
Studentsareinitially studying the geographi-
cal region of Polynesia, Melanesia, and
Microneisa—the three main island groups
which make up the Pacific Basin. Following
that, they will examine the region’s history,
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UCLA Pacific islander students initiated our Center’s first ever course in Pacific Island
Studies under the supervision of Center Director Don Nakanishi.

Photo by Glen Kitayama

“A Yot of us in the Center are hoping that the course WLII
be successful. We hope that it will serve asa pioneer-

-ing effort to encourage other campuses tﬂ offer snnﬂar
: _courses on Paﬂﬁc Islanders. _

Dtrectar, Asmn Amerzcan Studtes Center

Professor Don Nakanishi

with emphasis on the pre-colonial period for
Guam, Tonga, Samoa, and Hawaii.

Among the contemporary issues that
will be discussed are the colonization of the
region by western powers and the probiems
confronting island communities in the conti-
nental United States. The course is also
addressing the various concerns which the
Pacific Basin and mainland Pacific Island
communities anticipate in the future.

A final theme of the course is ethnic
identity, incorporating both the identity of
the native inhabitant as well as the identity
of the Pacific Islander now living on the
mainiand. By addressing this question of
identity, students areexploring whatit means
to be a Pacific Islander and what role Pacific
Islanders can play in society.

The class this Spring Quarter is a direct
product on an independent study super-
vised by Professor Don Nakanishi. Students
lastquarter collaborated in researchand com-
pited a reader for this quarter. Thus, i
effect, the students have planned and 1mp1e-
mented their own eourse.

UCL A graduateGreg Green, co-founder
of the Pacific Islander Student Association
(PiSA) in 1986, says that the Pacific Islander
class haslong beena goal of thuse in the club.
Green was also founder of the Hui 0’ imiloa
Club in 1984. While he is pleased that the
membership of PISA has “grown tremen-
dousiy” over the years, he remarks that
UCLA needs to make more of an effort to
recruit and admit more Pacific Islander stu-
dents. Many in this quarter’s class also hope
that by incorporating Pacific Island Studies
into the curriculum, this will help attract
more Pacific Islanders to UCLA and encour-
age non-Pacific islanders to study their cul-
ture.

Professor Don Nakanishi emphasizes
the significance of this course and is hopeful
thata similar course can be offered at UCLA
again, perhaps even on a regular basis. “A
1ot of us in the Center are hoping that the
course will be successful,” he states. “We
hope that it will serve as a pioneering effort
to encourage other campuses to offer similar
courses on Pacific [slanders.”

Melanesia
Fiji
New Caledonia
Papua New Guinea
Solomon Islands
Tuvalu
Vanuatu

Wallis & Futuna

Micronesia
Gilbert Islands
Guam (Guahan)
Kosrae
Marshali Islands
Nauru
Northern Marianas
Palau (Belaw)
Ponape
Truk
Yap

Polynesia
American Samoa
Aotearoa {(New Zealand)
Austral Islands
Cook Islands
Hawai’i
Kiribati
Marquesas Islands
Niue
Pitcairn Island
Rapa Nui (Easter Island)
Scciety Islands (Tahiti)
Tokelau
Tonga
The Tuamotus
Western Samoa

Pacific Islander
Communities in
Los Angeles Area

South Bay Communities

Samoans
Tongans
Hawaiians
Maoris
Tahitians
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Second-year (and beyond) gradu-
ate students in our masters’ de-
gree program are busily compiet-
ing their theses, while teaching
classes, assisting professors with
research, and undertaking com-
unity internships. Graduatestu-
dents in our program continue to
serve as pathbreakers, demon-
strating to others at UCLA inno-
vative ways of integrating com-
mitment to community issues with
the pursuit of academic excellence.

Fiichiro Azuma is a second-year
graduate student from Japan. He
entered our program “so that I
couid see things from a different
perspective.” Eiichiro is writing
his thesis on the history of Japa-
nese Americansin Walnut Grove,
California, focusing on the rural
community history of first-gen-
eration immigrants.

Guang Jin, a second-year gradu-
ate student, entered our program
from the People’s Republic of
China. He is interested in cross-
cultural studies in psychology,
and for his thesis is comparing
groups of Chinese and Chinese
American students on measures
of autonomy. Through his study,
heis examining the strengths and
weaknesses of Chinese culture.

Robert Ji-Song Ku, a second-year
graduate student, entered ourpro-
gram already holding an M.A.
degree in literature, For his M.A.
in Asian American Studies, he is
researching the link between
Asian American literature and
anthropology/ethnography.
“The topic is important because |
sense a problem unless the rela-
tionship can be fully understood,”
he believes.

Jill M. Medina, 2 third-year
graduate student, is currently
working at the Asian Pacific
American Legat Center as Educa-
tion Coordinator forthe Language
Rights Project. She is also com-
pleting her thesis, whichisa “Hate

Crimes” training manual for Asian and
Pacific Istand community groups. 1
entered the M.A. program to increase
my understanding of the issues facing
all Asian and Pacific Islander people,
and tocontinue my owneducationabout
people of color and about myself as a
woman of color,” Jill states.

Lisa Mortimer, a second-year graduate
student, is writing her thesis on Asian
American attitudes toward multi-
cultural Asians during the period 1970
t01990. “Asan Asian American activist
at Oberlin Coliege,” Lisa explains, “1
wanted to continue to learn abous the
history of Asians in this country and
about contemporary coOmmunity is-
sues.” Lisa hopes to eventually teach at
the university level.

Philip Okamoto, a second-year gradu-
ate student, is writing his thesis about
Gardena, California. “Using Gardena
as a model,” Philip explains, “I have
determined that Asian communities will
retain their ethnic identities evenif sub-
sequent generations choose not to live
in an ethnic bloc. Survival of the en-
clave is based on its ability to surviveas
a non-spatial community.” Philip Is
currently a research assistant for our
Center’s Public Policy Project, and

Second-year Masters’ Students I'ocus on
Thesis Topics and Internships in Community

helped to teach theCenter'srecentclass
on reappertionment. He h{)pes even-
tually to become an educator in the
community college systern.

Michael “Mikey” Soo Hoo is a sec-
ond-year graduate student who poses
a question for his thesis topic: Is there
such a thing as Asian American cul-
ture? “As a student activist at Oberlin
College,” Mikeexplains, “Ifelttheonly
graduate program | was interested in
pursuing was Ethnic Studies, and that
this M.A. program will assist me in
finding 2 medium (for exploring the
link) between the community and the
individual.”

Andrea Spolidero, athird-year gradu-
ate student, is currently interning at
the Asian Pacific Older Adults Task
Force where she is developing and
strengthening community agencies
providing social and health services to
ethnic elderly in Los Angeles County.
“{ entered the M.A. program to gain
cross-disciplinary perspectives on the
history of Asian Pacific Islanders in the
United States, their development of
communities, and their conscious ac-
tivism in continuing to define and re-
fine empowerment,” states Andrea.

e

Second-year graduate students (left to right} Judy Soo Hoo, Phil Okamoto, Nonoy

e CE L e S e . e

Alsaybar, Robert Ku, Lisa Mortimes, Jing Qiu Fu, Eiichiro Azuma, Mike Soo Hoo,
and Dunchun Zheng consult with mentor Don Nakanishi.

Phote by Glen Kiayama
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continued from page 1

There is usually a faster, more automatic
understanding of one another. Many Asian
Americans cometo UCLA fromhigh schools
where they were a minority and didn’t have
many Asian American friends. Coming to
campus, then, impacts Asian Amerjcan stu-
dents in the form of both culture shock and
cultural awareness.”

According to the Population Trends and
Policy report that came out in February of
1991, the number of Asian Americans in the
United States has grown over 80 percent
between 1980-1989. In fact, the Asian Ameri-
can populationin the United States increased
more than that of any other minority group
in the 1980s. In addition, as of 1990, 40
percentof the Asian American populationin
the United States resided in California.

There is a natural assumption that the
growth of Asian Pacific Islander organiza-
tions on the UCLA campus is due to the
great increase in population in the number
of Asfan American students. This tmay be
true for groups withalargeimmigrant mem-
bership, for about threequarters of the in-
crease in Asian Americans in the 1980s was
attributed to immigrant flows. However, it
ismorethanjustincreased numbers of Asian
Americans at UCLA that has caused Asian
Pacific Islander student groups to grow.

For example, the number of Japanese
American, Pacific Islander and Pilipino stu-
dents entering UCLA decreased this year,
even though there was a 19 percent overall
increase of Asian students in the 1990 fresh-
man class. However, the membership of the
Nikkei Student Union (NSU), a Japanese
American organization, grew by an impres-
sive forty members this year, to total around
200 members. The explanation for this in-
crease in membership may be due in part to
a short-term effect of a current member's
influence in recruiting friends as NSU mem-
bers. But by looking at the increase in mem-
bership of not only NSU but other groups
such as the Chinese Student Association
(CSA) with 400 members, and the percent-
age increases of membership in organiza-
tions such as the Viethamese Student Asso-
ciation (VSA) and the Indian Student Union
(IS, a broader interpretation of the in-
creased membership needs to be found.

Karen Umemoto offers the following
historical perspective: “Those who foughtin
the ethnic movements of the 1960s, and in
the civil rights and anti-war movements,
were not able to see some of the resuits of
their endeavors uniil now. At UCLA, one
result is that Asian Americans have an in-
creased pride in their ethnic identity.” For
example, the Academic Advancement Pro-
gram (AAP) and ethnic studies centers are
the product of untoid rallies and struggles
by those who were committed enough to
fight for the future. To date, the work of
AAPand thestudy centershavehelped thou-
sands of Asian American students.

slanderlanguage courses, | ;
an ethnic studies requirement,

the hmng of more Asian Ameri-

can faculty, and the instituting -
an Asian American Studies

undergraduate major. *

Over the past twenty years, there has
beena gradual shift from pan-Asian student
organizations to ethnic-specific groups.
Groups such as C5A, VSA, and the Korean
Students Association (KSA) were built pri-
marily by older, immigrant students who
helped shape their organizations with their
immigrantand refugee experience. Now, the
membership of these organizations is com-
prised of many American-born students.

Don Phan is one person whose efforts
have made a difference in the Asian Pacific
community at UCLA. Phan wasafounder of
VSAinthespringef1977, Atthattime, there
were less than twenty Vietnamese students
at UCLA, only seven of which were under-
graduates. Phan remarked, “When I was at
UCLA, having thirty-five Vietnamese stu-
dents atan event was unthinkable. VSA was
very small, and our main goal was to help
Vietnamesestudents feel welcome.” As Presi-
dent of VSA, Phan actively worked on a
welcorning party for Vietnamese students, a
lecture series, a newsletter, and a cultural
night. VSA was also instrumental in reviv-

ing the Asian Coalition {now Asian Pacific
Coalition—APC), which holdsconsiderabie
political poweron the UCLA campustoday.
Now, VSA stands strong with a mem-
bership of over one hundred members, half
of whom are freshmen. VSA is generally
considered to beasocial organization whose
goals are to promote better understanding
and interaction between the Vietnamese stu-
dentsand the UCLA community, to provide
support to its members, ic preserve and
enhance Vietnamese culture and cominu-
nity. VSA has other support groups which
were not easily available before. For ex-
ample, due to the continued efforts of VSA
alumni, such as Don Phan, VSA members
haveastrong resource for networking in the
comumunity and in career guidance as well.
From preliminary studies, it has been
predicted that as much as 40 percent of next
year’'s freshman class may be Asian Ameri-
can. As the number of Aslan and Pacific
Islander students grows, how is the Asian
American Studies Center (AASC) affected?
First, the demand for Asian American
courses has sky-rocketed. About twenty
years ago when AASC was established, ads
in the Deily Bruin were necessary to attract
students. Now, many courses and their wait
lists are full very early in the enrollment
process, by word of mouth alone. Gann
Matsuda, a recent alumnus, states, “When [
was a student at UCLA, there wasn't the
huge demand for Asian American courses
asthereisnow. Asopposed to before when
no one really talked about Asian American
Studies courses, now, you can hear every-
one asking each other which Asian Ameri-
can class they’'re trying to enroil in.”
in addition, due to the efforts of those
who fought in the past for campus concerns
such as increased understanding of Asian
PacificIslander studentissues, development
of leadership projects, and affirmative ac-
tion, students here at UCLA now have the
ability to work on not only the remaining
reactive issues, but on proactive measures
as well, Currently, students are actively
promoting new Asian and Pacific Islander
language courses, an ethnic studies require-
ment, the hiring of more Asian American
faculty, and the instituting of an Asian
American Studies undergraduate major.
Allthese activities lead to better under-
standing of Asian and Pacific Islander stu-
dent issues by both the UCLA communrity
and by Asian and Pacific Island students
themselves. And as a result, the role of the
Asian American Studies Center is continu-
ing to grow, providing solid support and
encouragement for students, while educat-
ing them to important historical and con-
temporary issues.
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Expanding UCLA’s Language Curriculum
i

The necessity for Thai, Vietnamese, Hindi, and Pilipino language classes

Since Asian Americans compose 25 percent of UCLA’s under-
graduate student body, one would think that the university’s cur-
riculum would proportionately reflect the cultures of this enormous
group. Out of fifty-one languages taught at our academically and
culturally “diverse” university, however, only three are Asian lan-
guages. What can we do to change this? What should we do?

A number of student groups that have formed the Asian Pacific
Languages and Cultures Committee (APLCC), under the sponsor-
ship of Asian Pacific Coalition (APC), have once again raised
attention to this obvious lack of proper representation. Our demand
is for Hindi, Tagalog, Thai, and Vietnamese to be taught here at
UCLA as weliasinother prestigious universities, We students have
united in this group effort to institute, or reinstitute, an important
part of their heritage—our native language.

With a predicted three million Asians to be residing in Califor-
nia by the year 2000, how can peopie be uneducated and unprepared
to work, live, and learn among these communities? The Thaiand
Vietnamese communities, are the largest concentrations outside of
their respective countries. The second largest population of Indians
in the United States is in Los Angeles. Pilipinos make up a large
percentage of the Asian population here in Southern California.

Asian Americans made up 37 percent of UCLA’s entering
freshmen class for Fall 1990, These rapidly growing communities
can no longer be ignored by the university. The Vietnamese com-
munity alone makes up more than 700 people; the Indian commu-
nity, more than 500; the Pilipino and Thai groups together have
some 1200 students. These groups alone make up 10 percent of the
UCLA undergraduate student body.

For the past several years, various groups have approached the
administration without any success. The doors seem to close at
every turn. [ndian-American students on campus havebeen trying
since 1981. Similarly, Thai students have been striving to reinstate
classes which were cancelled two years ago. Pilipino and Vietnam-
ese students have been trying for several years to persuade UCLA
to offer Tagalog and Vietnamese courses but to no avail.

Thegroups’ failures areapparently dueto several factors. First,
working independently, we did not know which doors had been
knocked on and which departments offer the most optimism (if
any). Second, without collective efforts the administration was
easily able to ignore us. Lastly, by working individually within our
own ethnic communities, we were not able to demonsirate our
strength to the administration,

Cur continued efforts were combined with the heip of APC,
the Center for Student Programming, and the Asian American
Studies Center. Webelievethatif we workas one group toward our
common goals, we will succeed. It will be very hard for UCLA to
ignore a coalition of students made up of four communities (Viet-
namese, Thai, Pilipino, and Indian).

Among the various departments and faculty to whom we have
spoken to and who strongly support our effortsare: Russell Campbell
(Assistant Director, Center for Pacific Rim Studies), Oaksook Kim
(Korean Program, Center for Pacific Rim Studies), Sar Desai (Chair
of South and Southeast Asian History Cormumittee), Don Nakanishi
(Director, Asian American Studies Center), Russell Schuh (Director,
Linguistics Department),

Our immediate goals are: to target the East Asian Languages
and Cultures Department as the most appropriate host for these

courses (via an expansion of their existing curriculum; our effort not
being to take away money allocated to the curriculum, but to
demand mere funding for the department as a whole); to hold a
forum to discuss the need for such courses; to conduct an “aware-
ness” campaign starting within the UCLA community and spread-
ing outward to the general public; to ask the Academic Senate to
establish a committee composed of faculty, students and commu-
nity members to work on this issue. Eventually we will approach
the administration (i.e. Dean of the College of Letters and Science,
Provost Crbach, Chancellor Young) with our requests.

Some of you might wonder, why now of all times to come
together? Shouidn’t we wait until a time when UCLA is financially
stable, when East Asian Languages and Cultures decides to offer
these courses, or when UCLA decides to recruit and hire more
faculty qualified to teach such classes?

We cannot wait for the administration to take the initiative in
diversifying its curriculum, Asconcerned studentsitisourrespon-
sibility o take action now by working together in unity to convince
the administration that now is the time to start offering these
classes,

For more information or to see what you can do, come to our
meetings held every Tuesdayat 7 p.m. in 2240 Campbell Hall or call
Ameer Mody at (213} 208-4463.

(This article is condensed from a longer version appearing in the
March 1991 issue of Pacific Ties. Thearticle was writien by Atul Sapra,
Quy Huong Bao, and Anh Nguyen, with the assistance of Diane
Prayongrapana. All are UCLA undergraduates.)

The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services has
awarded a three-year $169,000 grant to the UCLA Schoals of
Public Health, Community Health Services Department, and the
Asian American Studies Center to “demonstrate how accessand
guality in heaith among Asian Americans can be improved.”

The health care project-—which is part of a largereffort aimed
at increasing the relevance of Asian American issues in UCLA
professional schools—has four objectives:

1) To develop field training internships in health agencies
that serve Asian Americans;

2) To identify Asian American pubiic health issues and to
incorporate these issues into the teaching curriculum in the
School of Public Health;

3) To recruit Public Health facuity to participate in activities
related to the public health needs of Asian Americans;

4) To develop mechanisms to encourage undergraduate
students interested in Asian American Studies to apply for pro-
fessional graduate training in public health.

In order to meet these objectives, the faculty and students of
the School of Public Health will work with Asian American
community agencies that have an interest in health problems and
access to health care, according to Professor Emil Berkanovic of
UCLA Community Health Services.
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Undergraduvate Specialization
in Asian American Studies

Theundergraduatespecializationin Asian American Studiesisintended to promote
the study of Asian and Pacific Island peopiein the United States from several disciplines.
It provides a general introduction to Asian American Studies for those who anticipate
careers in research, or advance work at the graduate level. The specialization is also
recommended for those planning to pursue community work relating to Asian and
Pacific American communities.

Courses in the program are offered through the College of Letters and Sciences as
Astan American Studies courses, as regular departmenial courses, or as Council on
Education Development {CED) course offerings.

Students may participate in the program by taking two core courses and four
additional electives from AASC courseofferings and other departmental or CED courses
which pertain to Asian or Pacific Americans. The courses are to be distributed in the
foliowing manner:

“Graduate and Law
Students Study Asian
Garment Workers

1 One cuurse fmm th f.ollawmg group: . .
L sian Americans and the Law

Hi fAAS 103 :
'Z'_=:.AAS 105 & .. Asian Amertican Women
UAASMI0Z

'31an Amencan theral'ure

Graduate students and law students
in a class taught by Professor Edna
Bonacich during Winter Quarter com-
pleted a pioneering study of Asian gar-
ment workers in Los Angeles.

The students—many of whom are
first-year graduate students in our M.A.
program-——initiated theresearchasaclass
project.

The research is ploneering because
during the past two decades no researcher
has studied recent Asian immigrant and
refugee garment workers in Los Angeles.
Existing studies of the Los Angeles gar-
ment industry have focused on Asian
subconiractors or the Latino work force.
Meanwhile, other researchers have stud-
ied Asian garment workers in cities such
as New Yorkand San Francisco. Butupto
now, no one has undertaken a research
projectabout new Asianimmigrant work-
ers in the large, sprawling Los Angeles
garment industry.

The graduate students’ study follows
inthe pathbreaking tradition of other Cen-
ter research projects, such as the study
done by Peggy Li and Buck Wong on
immigrant garment workers in Los An-
geles Chinatown in the early 1970s,

Students from Bonacich’s class pro-
duced five preliminary research papers:

1) A study of Korean garment work-
ers by Sung ]. Lee, Hiro Nakafuji, Kane
Nakamura, Mia Tuan, and Heidi Kim;

2) A study of Chinese garment work-
ers by Beth Au, Edith Chen, Cecilia
Depew, Alice Hom, Barbara Jung, Lisa
Lim, and jennifer Ng.

3) A study of Southeast Asian gar-
ment workers by Anthony Collins,
Frances Fernandes, Gisele Fong, Richard
Kim, and james Lee.

4) A study of Filipino garment work-
ersby Augusto Espirituand Ron Cabarioc.

5) A summary of garment workers’
legal rights by Cecilia Gaudier Depew.

Several graduate students are con-
tinuing research on garment workers in
an independent study this Winter Quar-
ter. They also pian to help develop bro-
chures for non-English-speaking Asian
immigrant garment workers explaining
basic legal rights. Some studentsarealso
organizinga parel discussionat theforth-
coming Association of Asian American
Studies Conferencein Honoluluto present
their research findings.
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Twenty-two Years of Campus and Community Service

Elsie Uyematsu Retires from
Asian American Studies Center

After twenty-twa years of service to the
Asian American Studies Center, staff mem-
ber Elsie Uyematsu retired from her post in
Center Management in early spring 1991.

Elsie was among the first staff persons
hired into the Center and has helped to per-
senify the Center’s ongoing commitment to
community issues, student concerns, and
responsible academic research.

Also, Elsie “named” CrossCurrents.
“When talks of a Center newsletter began,”
Elsierecalls, “theCenter held acontestamong
its staff for the newsletter’s name, { was able
to obtain to dinner tickets to a Japanese res-
taurant in the Marina to offeras the winner's
prize. Anyway, | submitted the name
CrossCurrents and s0 won the dinner tick-
ets. | gave them to Mary (her daughter, who
now works at our Center as a Publications
Assistant), but Mary doesn’t remember.”

“Weare very grateful for Elsie’s dedica-
tion to our Center,” said Director Don
Nakanishi, “and we hope that she will con-
tinue to work with us on projects after her
retirement.”

Printed below i a short speach deliv-
ered by Elsiein 1990 in the Ackerman Grand
Ballroom commemorating the twentieth an-
niversary of our Center. Elsie was honored
by other Center staff that evening for her two
decades of service to the Asian Pacific com-
munity.

Tonight, I'd like to pay tribute to the six
activist students who were instrumental in the
establishment of the Asian American Studies
Center. They were: Mike Murase, Colin
Watanabe, Suzie Wong, Dinora Gil, Laura Ho,
and Tracy Okita.

They werealso instrumental in bringing me
onas the Center’s Administrative Assistant back
in 1969.

These students were part of the larger na-
tional Asian American movement,

I believe that their dreams of equal participa-
tionand equal justice in this society are shared by
you who are gathered here tonight. I believe the
gains you will be making will inspire the students
who will follow,

Power to the People!

Special War Issue of

Amerasia Journal
by Kenny Kao

In the wake of the Persian Gulf Crisis,
individuals of all groups in the United States
are reflecting upon the tragedies of our
country’slong history of war. Theupcoming
edition of Amerasia Journal, the national
interdisciplinary journal on Astan American
Studies, is dedicated to the issue of war.

This special publication of Amerasia
Journal will be available in June, and fea-
tures works by well-known writers such as
Lawson Inada, Ko Won, Frank Emi, Walter
Lew, and Frank Chin. Amerasia Journal
contributors come from diverse backgrounds,
and arerepresentativeofall Asian ethnicities.
in addition to weil-known writers, new and
emerging writers, scholars, and Asian Ameri-
can Studies graduate students have shared
their various perspectives on war in both
poetic and prosaic works.

Although the Persian Gulf War has
greatlyaffected thelives of many Americans,
it has not scarred Asian Pacific Americans as
much as the wars of yesterday have. The
Spanish American War, Korean War, World
Warsland II, and the Vietnam War have had
equal, if not more, direct consequences on
Asians. Thisissueof Amerasia Journal, there-
fore, will not so much focus on the Persian
Gulf War as it wili on war in relation to the
Asian Pacific American community, Said
Editor Russell Leong, "War causes a lot of
change and upheaval in Asian countries.”
This fact alone warrants our sensitivity to-
wards war insofar as how it has changed, is
changing,and will changethecourseof Asian
Pacific Americans.

The next Amerasia Journal, which will
be available late this summer, is entitled
“Burning Cane,” will bea literary issue com-
posed solely of student works, edited by
Russell Leong and a committee of students.

(Kenny Kao is a UCLA undergraduate.)

Two UCLA undergraduate Honors
students have initiated two new newslet-
ters for the Asian Pacific community.

Haruna "Holly” Baba is editing the
Nikkei Student Union Educational Task
Force newsletter, which appeared in the
last issue of the "NSU Highlight,” and
deals with questions of concern for japa-
nese American students at UCLA, such as
racism, political empowerment, and me-
dia stereotyping. Copies ofthe newsletter
are available from Nikkei Student Union,

‘Honors Students Produce Two New Newsletters

¢/o UCLA Asian American Studies Cen-
ter, 3232 Campbeli Hall, 405 Hilgard Ave.,
Los Angeles, CA 90024-1546.

May Yeh is serving as editor of the
Chinese American Mental Health Associa-
tion newsletter, called "CAMHA Newslet-
ter,” which contains information about the
association’s activities. For a copy of the
newsletter, contact CAMHA Newsletter,
c/o ACRO Consultants, Atlantic Medical
Plaza, 943 S. Atlantic Bivd., Suite 221,
Monterey Park, CA 91754,




CROSSCURRENTS

SUMMER 1991 15

121596110

Cmseno 1

at (213) 825-8355.

Introduction to Asian

121448110 100A
' KR : American Studies

% Bunche 3156 :

1008

| 1215?91’1‘9 S M107

: Bunche 3164

: -_Bunche 3164

121853110 197A

For the first time in UCLA hsstory, students will be able to take Asian American
Studies classes during the summer. Five ofthe most popular Asian American Studies
classes will be offered during the first summer session (June 24 to Aug. 2, 1991}

According to Center Director Don Nakanishi, the summer classes are being
offered for two reasons: 1) To meet the growing demand of UCLA students for Asian
American Studies; during the 1990-91 academic year, all Asian American Studies
classes have been over-enrolled, and because all of the classes are offered only on a
once-per-year basis, many students have asked for summer scheduling for gradua-
tion requirements; 2) to attract students from other universities who are taking
classes during the UCLA summer session; many of these students attend universities
without Asian American Studies programs and have enrolled at UCLA for summer
ciasses with the hope of taking classes in new areas, such as ethnic studies.

(Historical issues): .

_ Instmctc)r. Arleen de Vera

MWF 9.30*-10 50 am,

: QIntroductwﬂ to Asa.cm L
. f(Contempomry zssues)’
Instructor' Edward Chang

an Stud:es
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Bunche 3156

Asmn Amemcau Personalzty'

& Mental Health -
Instructor Chza-Ymg Wang
MWF 9:30-10:50 a.m.]j S

"chp o .merzcan

Experience .
Instructor: Royal Morales
TuTh 1045 am~12:50 p.m.

'Introductwnt Asian

For registration and enr¢llment, please contact the Summer Session’s Office

| :-Groups Afﬁhated Wlth_
As:tan Amenc ' )

Center

The Asian American Studies Centerspon-
sorsand /or works closely witha number
of organizations at UCLA. Fach group
listed below can be contacted, c/o Asian
American Studies Center, 3232 Campbell
Hall, 405 Hilgard Ave., Los Angeles, CA
90024-1546; (213) 825-2974.

Asian American Student Journalists
of UCLA—This group is comprised of
UCLA students who are interested in ca-
reers in journalism, editing, and writing.
The group works closely with the Asian
American Journalist Association chapter
inLos Angelesand sponsors career work-
shops and other activities.

Asian Pacific Alumni of UCLA—The
group consists of Asian Pacific American
alumni and sponsors educational activi-
ties, career development programs for
students, and cultural and social events.
The group meets regularly with UCLA
officials to express alumni and campus
concerns affecting Asian Americans and
Pacific Islanders.

Asian Pacific Coalition—The coali-
tion consists of twenty student organiza-
tiens and maintaing office space in our
Center. The coalition takes up issues
affecting Asian and Pacific Islander stu-
dents at UCLA and advocates for com-
munity concerns. The coalition sponsors
numnerous campus programs, including
Asian Pacific Heritage Month activities,
high school conferences, and a special
graduation ceremony for Asian Pacific
students.

Asian American Studies Graduate
Students Association—The group con-
sists of graduate students in our Center’s
M.A. program and serves as both an ad-
vocacy and internal support network.

Asian Pacific American Graduate
Students Association—This campus-
wide group takes up issues relating to
graduate students, including admissions
and retention questions, the tenuring of
faculty of color, and other educational
rights campaigns. The group meetsregu-
larly with campus officials to discusscon-
cerns of Asian Pacific graduate students.




